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SAT. MAY 6TH “WASTED TIME” 


see back page ad for more releases on sale CHAIN REACTION ® HOME VIDEO 
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COMING IN MAY = ” 


NITRO 


FRIDAY's at the FABULOUS FOOTHILL 
IN APRIL 


18+ « Long Beach 
1922 Cherry Ave. 


Friday, April 21 Friday, April 28 - 
w/ Busstop Hurricanes w/ Corn Doggy Dog 
1 & Stereo Perro & Spider 


= ONLY LOCAL SHOW RECORD RELEASE PARTY 


=p in 4 month span feat. Very Special | 
‘See this band live! av. Surprise Guests | 


order by phone: 
(714)375-1066 Ax Download - 
var (ce) = MP's 


(Shetcon ) MARTIANCHURCH.COM at: 





LONGFELLOW 


pug 


CHECK OUT BOY KICKS GIRL 


NEW 
SONGS 


IN LOCAL S. CA STORES NOW 








ALSO AVAILABLE FROM LONGFELLOW 








or Order directly from the band. 
EP-$6/ AND SO ON- $8/ HUGE IN JAPAN - $8 CD $12/ppd 
Send to: Longfellow / P.O. Box 68035-617 
Anaheim, CA 92817-0835 
Please make Checks payable to Longfellow i j : 
(All albums reiteke: on CD oor Merchandise, Sound one and ie 
Touring Information available at: 
SEE THEM LIVE 
April 20 - Troubador in Hollywood with BIGWIG 
April 24 - in Vacaville with PAPA ROACH 
**May 5 - Back Alley in Fullerton with GUTTERMOUTH 
May 21- Glass House in Pomona with JUGHEAD'S REVENGE 


“*not totally confirmed at press time/check local listings 


oO IN] LONG RECORDS IS PROUDLY F 
es OWNED & OPERATED BY LONGFELLOW E ee ea 


On the web at: www.Longfellow1.com 
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wwvkrubberdukky.com 
m . - <r ita : ue eae ,. + Tattoo Contest (Sat. & Sun.) 00 
: - : i ean a ae \ Merchandise Exhibitors 92,500 
= #SFood & Beverage Yared 
: “+ Best Tattoo of the 
day competition 
me. t-Qoor Prizes » Music 
~Wodd Famous Acists 
; on site, just (0 name a few: 
Kaci Bacha Paul Booth 
Dean Neakyne Dennis Nwyec 
Tattoo Mania Corey Millec 
No Nice Tony Olivas 
Guy Atchison fudy Parkee 
aIntecested Actists & exhibitors 
} call (800) 962-9857 
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all Bionic stores free At] ples Long Beach Convention Center 
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Terrace Meeting Rooms 


May 27 & 28, 2000 


Show Hours: Sat. 11 a.m, - 11 p.m. * Sun. 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 


1.619.232. HELL 








THE DEBUT RELEASE FROM LEVEL 


ONE OF PITTSBURGH, PA ‘S 
MOST HOSTILE METAL/CORE BANDS 
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SRS ee 


Ph) 





FEATURING 


bes Radda digs FEATURING THE TRACKS: INSIDE, SHORT FUSE, 
& “Pick A Fight 


cnsae a“ eh WANT AND 4 SH*TS AND GIGGLES. 


Eee VISIT LEVEL’S WEBSITE AT http//:lv.webjump.com 
oe AND ORDER YOUR’S TODAY! 
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| Tiga —"  " ~=~S: RECORDED BY: STEVE ALBINI 
FT GLVD. #211 LOS ANGELES,CA. S0045 WWW.SIDEI.COM WWW.FLOGGINGMOLLY.COM 


SEU GUN a lg 
The newest release from the bad boys of noise 
4 destruction: LARD! Dance the night away with 3 
ROSS AR me TTR Lr Cam 
stomping magic from the masterminds of industrial 
Hee 


RUS 235.12" EP $7.00 | CD EP: $9.00 


Na 
THE PING PONG EP 
BA ear Ure ela Clerc 
Uae Un le LS 
of the skate rock sound, Together for over 10 years, 
STO MET @e EPA Oe CU 
MESON Acl a4 MLC OCU SC 


ESM MAUS a 


NOAM CHOMSKY 
SMH AEST UHL USAC BHM 
Chomsky leads us through the blood-soaked reality of 
SOY MUCHAS RCC RUCCmeU E e 
UCR AUR aac ie UMC SUCRE Crug 
and China. The 2nd lecture of this 2 part set focuses 
on the motives and consequenses of US-Iraq policy. 


os TeV AIPA 


RN Gas 
UGE em MUL ta 
TELARC a Ma SO e ae 
TCS CME CM LALA RCS MICE CU MILLE LUCIE 
Riverside, CA. who perfectly bring together the 
> : . sounds of punk, 50’s rock, delta blues and just 
ee enough twang to set you straight. It burns: 
scersenn bedded OP eT TCSP 
UO AS Oe 
ate OES HAIG ee 
Nk eH Ua ma Ae ey a dL 
CHULA Basten PURE Ts] VS a asta TLD 





: | Or CATON ac Ned hae. 


Ny uc Palace - Los Angeles 4/8 The Palace - Los Angeles 
4/9 41H & B mL Diego 4/10 The Glasshouse - Pomona 


e887) 
BOMB 


www.timehombrecordings.com www.reverendhortonheat.com iy Satna 
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BIONIC 
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RECORDS 








fullerton 714-526-1912 ne ae seiy ioe 
cypress 714-828-4225 3, UF's On MORE 
hunt. beach 714-846-2585 noes ; redondo beach REDONDS BEASH burbank whittier pasadena 
=O: ee 310-316-1957 BIG-7HB-B34 westwood 562 464-0271 626 793-6680 
santa monica 
pasadena 
long beach 
los angeles 











That’s right! Get the reverend horton heat’s, “Spend A Night In The Box” 
on sale (April 14-May 14) at these locations above. 
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*NOISE:NOISE-NOISE.; 
1505 MESA VERDE DR. EAST 


COSTA MESA, CA 924626 
(714) 556-6473 (714) 55-NOISE 
RECORDS * CDs © TAPES © MorE 





(714) 494-9490 
FAX (714) 497-7490 
812 S. Coast Hwy. ; 
Laguna Beach, CA 92651 


CONCERT 
DIRECT.com 


Free tickets, concert reviews 
show listings, photographs, 
band links, and more! 





www.skratchmagazine.com 


Scorr PREsSANT 


EE JOU 
JASON CHITTENDEN 
Rew FLEMING 
DuG FREDRICKSEN 
LARRY HERNANDEZ 
JHWYV 
CHRISTIAN JAMES 
Jor LIcaAvoLr 
KEVYNN MALONE 
CECILIA MARTINEZ 
JavyMeEes MIAYHEM 
Liz ORTEGA 
ScorTr PREsSANT 
SLosHa 
Mixe Sos 
JoHN SWEENEY 
MIARCIA TAYLOR 
Tom TEARAWAY 
YTYeKoLlotTe 
Miurmray G. THOMAS 
Davin TuRBOW 


Scorr PrResanr (GRAPHICS) 
THOMAS Morris (GRAPHICS GOPHER) 
James MARTINEZ (ScANMAN) 
RACHEL No (GRAPHICS SUPASTAR) 


Duc FREDRICKSEN 
JimeBo GRAY 
Cinpvy HaRpy 

LARRY HERNANDEZ 

Scorr WuULFESTIEG 


ADVERTISING A-HOLES: 
Bict ADAMS 
JAMES MARTINEZ 
ScoTrr PRESANT 


“THE FANTASTIC” ASHLEY DECKER 
“YHE AMAZING” ASHLEY ROSE 
“GIGGLY GOO-GOO EYED” GHAZAL SHEEI 
“THE HAPPY BOY” THOMAS MIORAIS 
“JOVIAL” JASMIN 
“TERRIBLE” TRISHA STANLEY 
“SoPHIcaATeED” SANDY SAPONARA 


wD 
ERIC MIGLIACCIO 


KEN CAIN © CLAY © JOHANN’S Face* ERIC 
KaARNES*LARRY HEANANDEZ © Leven I 
PROMOTIONS © LyYNDSEY 
Jerr KRAMER ° MirsH © JimBpo GRAY 


Di: BIG #50 Seliout Issue 
www skratchmagazine.cam 


90,000 readers monthly 
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for advertising call 714 543-1411 or 714 543-1414 


Ads due: #4{ ef every rnonth: Submissions due: 28th of avery month 
: SKRATCH Is distributed in: 
$0. & NO. CALIFORNIA, LAS VEGAS, NYC, NEW JERSEY 
BOSTON, ARIZONA, MICHIGAN, CHICAGO, 
PORTLAND, FLORIDA, AND 


MANY MORE TO COME. 


PMB 223 
17300 17th St. Suite 3 
Tustin, CA 92780 
rei Oy kia he} 


send samples/ submissions (include SASE) 

send letters, comments, feedback, etc 

feel free to email us at: scottskratch@earthlink.net 
need advertising rates.....need a good therapist. 


Thanks for selling out with Skratch and we look forward to you continuing to 
sell-out with us! Wow, issue #50! Glad we've come this far. Keep reading and 
we'll keep writing! — -scott, skratch 


The editor does not necessarily share the opinions essed in this publication and assumes 
no responsibility for its pages. i 


for the advertisers within its pa editor needs to take a shower. 
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Favorite quote from our beautiful stacks o’mail: 
*“We thank you guys a thousand times for the great write up!”’ 





Subject! ; RED ‘WHY, SKRATCH Is. SELL: 
ING OUT IN APRIL! (URGENT!) ~ : 

Sent: 3/24/20 7:31 AM 

Received: 3/29/00 12:25 PM 

From: Joshua Hale, jhale@direct411.com 


What up? Skratch 
That's cool thanks for the offer. But | have this 
thing against selling out. One question. How'd 
you get Brittany Spears on ne vaguely cover? ! 
Thanks APLAFLAL 









Joshua Hale is 
The Taboo principle : 
Joshua, 
| agree. Selling out is bad. But, do you see the 
irony my friend? Brittany Spears is a fine 


musician, eh? Actually , ithat was a. Ppa of | 
me with a lot of make-up. He’ he he he... 


Bye buddy, 
Scott, Skratch 


Dear Scott, 
| love you! Will, you, marry: me?)Scratchyis | 
always first'on my list. 


Love, 
Jennifer Guardian 


Jennifer, 

| love you,too, Marriage is a-big step and-I 
don’t even know you. You seemivery nice’and 
thanks for asking. You are a sweetie indeed. 


Sincerely, 
Scott 
Dear Scott, 
Wow! | can’t get over what an amazing review 
you ran for N.Y.H.C! reid fleming feally’took 
the time to watch the tape and really under- 
stand it. It was nice to see an article on it that 
wasn’t basically, “Where was Sick of it All? 
Where was H20?” 


We thank you guys a thousand times for the 
great write. up! 


Your friend, 

Frank Pavich 
Velebit productions 
www.velebitpro.com 


Received: 2/21/00.4;27. PM. | 


‘From:  48-80@anti-social.com 


Frank, | } et ( 
"Glad'to get"a’ doth fon! Mont Chuan ans 
astute man in the scene. | am very pleased Thanks so much for sending out the copy of 
you enjoyed the review. We're here for you. ! the zine! | really like it, the layout, the format, 
Keep up the good work young man. etc etc etc. | saw some bands in there that i 
1 dig (Chimaira, Zao) that was kinda neato. 
-Sincerely, | ' Like i said, our Ibums aren't coming out for a 
i Scott, Skratch 1 few months, bit ou bet your ass i'll have an 
7 tad in’thére; and i'm gonna talk to my label 
Subject: where can you get the in cones 1 ao putting in some ads as well... 
Sentry 1730/20 12:23°P me re 
} i if > 8 kh exe} ag] and props on a great zine! 
Mike 
Dissolute Clevo Metalcore 





From: CHRIS DAVIS; 
bondageboy @freewwweb.com 


hey where can you get the free compilations ! Subject: _ writers 
cause i really like the voids e-mail me at ! Sent: ee 10:37 PM 
A aN unx. evert., net’ m4 Ree ived 3/24/00 4:21 PM 


A/ZiNne fe mht dial, hefty_lalla@hotmail.com 


Kins & 8 ike ak 





oe are many locations to pick up the free | heard you were looking for writers. Well Im a 
Skratch comps. Most locations being indie writer and | can write. But | can't send you a 
music stores up and down California and sample because | using the school's comput- 
approximately 12 big city markets spanning ; er and the lab's closing early today. | send you 
the United States. Please visit www.skratch- | 1 a sample later. By the way, Skratch is the best 
Pepe. comand)soon)we'will‘haveva ey TT ‘magazine in world besides Penthouse. And 

fine locations. for'your' convenience: \.’ ; | t plus it's free. So if someone complains about 
this mag being too graphic for kids, ’ that i 


Meee iamcis sr 


aa 













Subject: want some hemo? 
Sent: 4/9/10.2:42.AM. . oe vy 
Received: 4/9/00 3:41; PM, subject: | Stereotype 
Sent: 3/25/20 12:53 PM 
| Received: 3/30/00 4:47 PM 
i picked up the 'whatd you expect for free vol. | From: iCOM Subscriber, 
4' compilation cd a couple months ago. i just 1 desdale@cujo2.icom.ca 
wanted to let you know that both me and my | 
dri rinking partner agree that this is one of the ! | have just read your review of Marilyns 
‘best comps to Get drunk ahd® ck § FY e p'to. VVitain Pere sure how old it is but you've 
“yu guys did a-kick-ass- job“putting that-shit bpfoba r even been to Canada so what 
sista and i expected alot less from a free | do you think you're doing by using all these 
comp. keep it up. stereotypes to make fun of us? As far as I'm 
concerned Canada is way better than the shit- 
“jj! ' ty old U.S of A. | must go now because my 
igloo is floating away and polar bears are on 
JJ, + my lawn. Sonext time you write an article on 
Thank you very much, 1 ‘hope the ities wh ' Canada respect us because you have no right 
© when listening to our comps are much | ' of making fun of a country that you've proba- 


ore roeee jHappy listening kids : i bly never \ ones ‘re ie sol Bye EH. 
| lagaslne.comM 
th S Lilrfeordn! © z 


Scott, Skratch ! ! Personally, | have frequented the beautiful 

















lands of Canada. Toronto. and Niagra Falls.|,have graced in my old 
age. ‘What concerns me is the-current economics there. | am inter- 
ested in your input and advice in any good investment opportunities. 
| have a strong will to advance my portfolio and would love to discuss 
financial, Shegeies. with one anotier.. 


As , far. as , putting. down.. your. fine oeaaephirel: mecca, ines not 
responsible: for | did'not write this review. I-will however. fire this writer 
immediately for marking up your territory and pride. 


Please consider buying our Beck when we so public come apr 18, 
2000, ¢ . Finan COM 


Sincerely, 
Scott, Skratch 


Scott, 


Got your.Véice’ and electric. messages. I‘have.no cash! Fueled Up 
Records/Necropolis Records phone number is 510-623-0922. Call 
them, Somewhere between equipment, lawyers, » practice y ‘Space, 
transportation, web-crap, totally necessary ‘and recreational alcohol 
and drug use, | am only in debt up to my fucking eyeballs. But, my 
love of SKRATCH is intact and hope that the F.U. Records folks will 
ie -up the Skrateh tank. 


* ay 
r} 


Pleas tel everyone ‘to buy the HERBERT ad out Apri asth ia then 
| can personally afford stamp sized ad in Skratch. Your consideration 
and kicking of my butt, as always, are appreciated. 


; Sincerely, 
at Buck Wylee 
Dirty Rotten Broke Bastatd Mgr. of HERBERT 


P.S. The proceeding excuse as to not placing an ad in Skratch can be 
confirmed through actual statements from numerous creditors includ- 
ing, but not limited to, Geetar Showcrap, Chasee Bank, Hell's Cargo, 
Shittibank, Whorator's Credit Union, “-Reem-He Property Managers 
and Storageworld 2000; who can all eat my ass! 


Subject: _ From Brasil 
Sent: 3/18/20 1:03 AM 
Received: 3/21/00 12:12:PM 


From: ‘Alexandre R. Silveira Netto, xandy @ portoweb. com. br! 


My Name is Alexandre, I’m from brasil. | was visiting California in feb- 
ruary and i met the skratch....i have the number 47.....good enterview 
with us bombs....yeah !!... your magazine is really nice......autentic, 
with lots of good bands....and for free !!! you're doing a great job.... | 
am,a,punk rock fan,,and journalism student,....could.not be more 
intrested in.the skratch....! want to receive the. ‘skratch here in my 
town, Porto Alegre , in the south of Brasil.....Please, contact me and 
tell me how can i get it..... thank you !! 


Alexandre, 

Hi! It’s all about making that green so go directly to our site and buy 
tons of back issues. Let us know how to serve you because that is our 
job. Customer service is #1 to us. | hope we can accomodate all your 
needs. 


Thanks, 
Scott, SKRATCH 


Subject: / cd's 

Sent: 3/16/20 2:35 PM 
Received: 3/12/00 9:15 PM 
From: HopeLssEyz@aol.com 


hey skratch! 
Wow i love u guys! Ure magazine is the best.. i havent found a good 


punk/ everything magazine in a long time, but ures is the best one... 
seriously!!! Well anyways. Thanks for the 3 cd's you gave me.. i love 
dogwood the best! just wondering but if u have any catalogs with their 
stuff in it... could u send it my way? id like to order some of their stuff. 
but i dont know where to get it..? Just wanted to say u guys are great 
one last time before i end this letter!! well buh bye.. thanks! soooco 
much!!!! 


your friend 
*THERESA* 


Hello Theresa, 

You are one bouncy, happy little girl, aren’t ya? You have fun with the 
cds and don’t get too crazy. Ure magazine is pretty good too, but don't 
forget to read your Skratch. You are great Theresa. Remember that. If 
you need any financial advice, please visit money.com. Buy tech stocks. 


Good day, 
Scott, Skratch 


JOURNALISTS 
wanted. 


Experienced, knowledgable writers 
must have a hunger and passionfor 
punk rock/ hardcore/emo/rockabilly 
music. Send writing samples via email 
to: skratch1 @home.com or call 714 
543-1411. Get internship credit too! 
ley sere en 


Tustin, CA 92780 


www.skratchmagazine.com 





REEL BIG FISH’S 


"SEELOUT’ 


LYRICS FROM THE ALBUM, TURN THE RADIO OFF 





well, i know you can't work in fast food all your life but don't sign 
that paper tonight, she said, but it's too late. i don't remember what i 
read, i don't remember what 
they said, i guess it doesn't matter, i guess it doesn't matter anymore 
- you're gonna go to the record store you're gonna give 'em all your 
money radio plays what they 
want you to hear they tell me it's cool but i just don't believe it... 


sell out, with me oh yea, sell out, with me tonight record company's 
gonna give me lots of money and everything's gonna be. (all right) 


no more flippin’ burgers puttin’ on my silly hat you know i don't want 
that no more, i didn't ask when we'd get paid, i quit my day job any- 
way, 3 
| guess it doesn't matter, 

i guess it doesn't matter anymore you're gonna go to the record store, 
you're gonna give ‘em ail your money, radio plays what they want you 
to 
hear, they tell me it's 
cool, but i just don't believe it 


sell out, with me oh yea, sell out with me tonight, the records 
company's gonna give me lots of money and everything's gonna be. 


i don't think it'll be so bad i know it won't be so bad cause the man 
said "that's the way it is" and the man said "it don't get better than 
this" no no no 


so i signed on to the record company, they say they're gonna give me 
lot's of money, if i play what they want you to hear they tell me it's 
cool, and i sure believe it... | 


sell-out #145337-A 





pecL Be 


Look at this silly guy (Aaron) pointing at himself. “I can 
sell-out and you can too he exclaims with charisma” as 
his bandmates look onto the horizon of gargantuan 
paychecks, fast women, fast cars, and of course--more 
money! 


Sell-outs? Surely Sally. On a scale of one to ten, they get 
a whopping 9 ! Making radio recipe hits is what they do 
best. The cool thing is they make fun of themselves in the 
process. 


From the people that brought you 
the deaths of El Duce and Curt Cobain... 
come 
punk rock’s most important vinyl 


KILL ALLEN WRENCH 7” 
‘Live in Amsterdam and Berlin’ 
NCUA La RT Maan att party song 
that’s destined to become a metal c is 
“I'm Going to Beat Your Ass For Christmas” 


909.359.4800 


STAN AU 


@ INCAHOOTS 
3742 PaRK SIERRA DR. 
Info: 909.424.3326 


TOWER RECORDS / ROBINSONS « MAY 
WHERENOUSE MUSIC / TU MUSICA / RITMO LATINO 


PIM aa 
and holding out on the puss? 
LU amon cuca mL mT Mery nT 
put on our debut CD! 
*My Bitch is a Junky 


C 


(243) 480-3232 © (714) 740-2000 
(805) 883-8700 © (649) 220-TIKS 


KILL ALLEN WRENCH 
featuring: Dr. Heathen Scum of the Mentors 
ELC MUTA M item Coole m WOMAN eed tay 


Send $4 for 7” / $6 world 
Send $10 for CD / $12 world 
(Checks and M.O. payable to CASH) 
or $1 for catalog and stickers to: 


Very SPECIAL 
GUEST 


Devil Vision 

Motion Picture mY 

Company eee is So 
1 


VA ‘% 


trmaster 


.7284 Lenox Box 126 
Riverside, Ca 92504 USA 
college/pirate radio stations & fanzines 
call or write for your free copy! 


distribution/fan/booking 
info (909) 776-1917 USA 


ONLINE: www ticketmasrter com 


ticke 
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www.killallenwrench.com 





sell-out #145337-A 


[GOLDENVOKE| 
Paul Tollett & company 





What once was an independent promotion company whose passion and 
love for upcoming local bands was cherished and respected within the 
scene, nowhas become so successful local bands nearly beg to get 
shows or are forced to play “territorial promoter games.” Goldenvoice 
used to put on believe it or not--$1 shows! Have they become to big for 
their own good? Why do some deem Goldenvoice the mafia of the 
underground scene? Is Goldenvoice to indie music as Microsoft is to 
computers by squeezing out the little guy? Perhaps, Paul and company 
forgot what that felt like. Time will tell and the truth will be exposed 
wide open sooner than later. 


Sell-outs? Uh...huh! They’re in it for the big bucks at all costs. On a scale 
of one to ten, they get a huge nine on the scale. If they keep up at this 
rate, a 10 will be well deserved. 
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YOU CAN'T BRIN 
DOWN WITH AN AXE)” 
CHRIS BEYOND/NO-FI "MAGAZINE" 


t cypress 714-828-4225 
e al: B 4 IN 4 im ullerton 714-526-1912 
PS ij Pager I ea huntington bch. 714-846-2585 


Avaliable at all 
ro wer Record 


Stores 


65-Noise : 





sell-out #145338-B 








LIT (SHIT?) PHOTOS BY JIMBO GRAY 


Let’s go down memory lane... Approximately 10 years ago, these poster 
(poseur) boys we’re a sunset-strip glam-band called Razzle. Several years 
later they chopped their long hair, changed the band name to Stain and 
moved onto the next “big thing” hopping on the Alice In Chains bandwagon. 
Now, they’ve become record label whores (aka Lit) playing sappy radio 
songs for teeny—boppers across America with as much substance as the crap 
my shoe just stepped in. With fans like Club 369’s claim-to-fame, Randy Cash- 
-you can only imagine the lack of credibility and respect you can hold for this 
foursome. ; 


Sell-outs? Oh....... YEAH! On a scale of one to ten, they get a ten on the richter 
scale and boy do they shake the shit out of it. Enough said. 





WHY I HATE TICKETMASTER—AN ESSAY... 
BY: T.A. Matthews 





It’s easy to hate Ticketmaster, because they are evil, in every sense of the word. There’s only one 
question I have for the greedy, super-capitalistic, profiteering executive officers at Ticketmaster—* What is 
a surcharge and who is the pencil-dick in charge of creating this mysterious monetary figure’? For example, 
the Unwritten Law show this past Sunday cost $13 plus an additional $3 “convenience charge”! What in 
the holy hell is convenient about tacking on three more bucks to a relatively expensive punk show? Punk 
shows are suppose to be cheap, hence the word punk! They should cost a few more dollars than the 
“convenience charge” and not as much as Woodstock °99! It’s getting to the fact that if the band is even 
remotely popular, then you might as well stay home because it’s simply not worth it! It’s yet another case 
of how our flawless corporations corrupt something as basic and harmless as music. Before Ticketmaster 
realized that no one wanted to pay $50 to see Soundgarden, there was some kid at the Tempe Bowl going 
nuts because he got to see AVAIL at a bowling alley for six bucks. But as soon as the “evil one” saw that 
punk rock was winning the kids over—well they jumped on the bandwagon, and I guarantee you that they 
will suck every last penny out of all of us, if we let them? With any company, as long as they make money 
doing what they are doing—they re going to keep it running as long as it’s profitable, they ‘d be fools if 
they didn’t! However, it doesn’t make me feel any better when I spend close to twenty dollars for a show 
that cost half as much less than a year ago when it was done by Cap Concerts. 


It’s true that I’m complaining about a couple dollars here and a few dead presidents there, but 
that’s how these multi-national corporate bigwigs make their C-notes. They figure one of two things: we 
(the little people of the world) don’t care, or that we are too ignorant to see through their manipulative, big 
business politics. It’s a vicious domino affect that starts right at the foundation—the venues. See 
Ticketmaster waves around a fist full of money to these low life bottom-feeders, also known as promoters. 
Then these scum suckers con the bands into playing the show, because the “evil one” has monopolized all 
the other venues in town, so the only show the band has the choice of playing is under Ticketmaster's 
control or none at all. Which of course leaves the bands no choice and would explain why NOFX is playing 
the at the Cajun House, (also held tightly under Ticketmaster’s thumb) convenience charge for that show is 
$3.30? See what I mean, $3.30, who comes up with this bullshit? If you combine those two convenient 
charges, I could go to 7-11 buy a 40oz. and a pack of smokes with that money—but instead it goes to some 
BMW driving-fuck-toy at Ticketmaster! 


There’s only one way to get rid of the “evil one”—make them lose money! Aside from 
firebombing their corporate headquarters (which sounds good in theory, but just isn’t practical) this will 
prove to be a rough journey with many roadblocks. But resistance can only come from one source, us—the 
little people. If we stop paying outrageous prices they might either regress or withdraw. The latter would be 
the better of the two, either way we win, sort of? I’ve boycotted shows for being over priced before, and it 
really sucks when you can’t see one of your favorite bands because it costs too much! The more people that 
do this, the better off we'll all be over the long haul. I know it sucks, but so does Ticketmaster! Just think 
about it like this the next time it comes up—the “evil one” is spending your hard eamed dough to go on a 
skiing trip in Aspen with his silicone, Barbie doll, trophy girlfriend. Meanwhile you're getting shit beat out 
of you by some over zealous, over weight bouncer at the show Mr. Ski Trip chartered! Wouldn't be better 
if ski trip boy had to cancel his date in Aspen on account of the Vice President of Operations is making him 
work overtime, because no one down there at Ticketmaster can seem to figure out “What the hell happen to 
our goddamn puck show revenue’? It’s unfortunate that it has to come to this, but sometimes in order to 
save something you must destroy it first? Then you can build it from block one and learn from previous 
mistakes. I mean do you really think any one at Ticketmaster gives two shits about punk rock music, with 
their Michael Bolton hair dews and Kenny G CDs? I sincerely doubt it...and by the way, surcharge 
(according to Webster's #2) means: |. An excessive burden, overload. 2. To charge an extra amount. 3. To 
OVERCHARGE. Which would explain why it’s called a “convenience charge” now! No negative 
connotations here, but plenty of contradictions for everyone!!! 
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Let's take a look at the 3 branches of the US Government, and their 1998 salaries. 
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Not to get too morbid, but many people have asked about Bill's US. tax liabilities. Let's look at what happens if Bill 
dies... 


According to the internet Death Clock, Bill will die on Thursday, August 9, 2029 at age 73. (That is 29.34 years 
from now.) If Bill continues to make money at the same rate of 49.39% per year, he will have 
$8,713,276,092,358,894.00 or $8.71 Quadrillion! Thanks to Christopher Guidi for the suggestion and the formulas! 






When will Bill become a TRILLIONAIRE? (By the US definition: $ 1,000,000,000,000.} If he can maintain 
the current 49.39% annual rate of prowth, he will achieve trillionaire-hood in 6.73 Years, on Jan 6, 2007. 
Thanks to Lloyd Watts for the idea. 


The US National Debt as of 4/1 2000 was $5,731,858,447,583.35 . (Thats $5.73 Trillion.) At this current 
Tate of growth, Bill will be able to pay off the ENTIRE U.S. National Debton May 14, 2011. Thanks to Chad 
Aebischer (among others) for this suggestion. 


And, just for laughs, what about a Quadrillionaire? At the same continuous prowth rate, he will achieve 
Quadrillinnaire-hood in 23.94 Years, on Mar 23, 2024, Thanks to Matt Green and Chris Guidi for the formulas. 


Microsoft Products 


Microsoft claims to have sold approximately 120 Million copies of Windows 95. If every one of those copies 
crashes or otherwise requires a reboot an average of once per day, and Bill were charped $1 per crash or reboot, 
his money would last $57.50 days or 1.52 years. Thanks to Kevin LaCow for the suggestion. 


Born in the U.S.A. 


According to the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing, in Fiscal Year 1999, the United States Government 
printed currency worth a total of $266.4 Billion. Bill's net worth is 25.11% of that value. Thanks to Frank Isaacs 
for the sugwestion. 
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In 1996, Bill Clinton won the US Presidental Election with a total of 47,401,185 votes. The electoral college 
aside, if Bill wanted to be President, he could buy 47,401,186 votes (one more than Pres. Clinton pot), and pay 
each voter $1,411.35. Thanks to David Johansen (no, not that David Johansen!) for the suggestion. 
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A SKA TRIBUTE 10 80'S METAL 
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OUT NOW!!! 
ORDER ONLINE AT TOOHEP.COM OR ASK FOR FAVORITE STORE TO ORDER IT! 


Bree a msi 
1. The Mighty Mighty Bosstones — “Ain’t Talkin’ Bout Love” (Van Halen) 
2. MU330 — “Motorbreath” (Metallica) 
3. Reel Big Fish — “Kiss Me Deadly” (Lita Ford) 
4. Nicotine — “Cherry Pie” (Warrant) 
5. Less Than Jake — “We’re Not Gonna Take It” (Twisted Sister) 
6. The Pietasters — “Big Balls” (AC/DC) 
7. Big D and the Kids Table — “Iron Maiden” (Iron Maiden) 
8. The Slackers — “Wanted Dead or Alive” (Bon Jovi) 
9. The Porkers — “Kickstart My Heart” (Motley Crue) 
10. Johnny Socko — “Don’t Tell Me You Love Me” (Night Ranger) 
11. Furillo — “The Final Countdown” (Europe) 
12. Skif Dank — “You Give Love a Bad Name” (Bon Jovi) 
13. The Peacocks — “Ballroom Blitz” (Sweet) 
14. Regatta 69 — “Talk Dirty To Me” (Poison) 
15. Thumper — “The Trooper” (Iron Maiden) 


Also Available: 


Lanemeyer - "If There's A Will, There's Still Nothing" TH-016 CD - $8 
Emotional Punk from NJ. ON TOUR NOW!! 


Bracket/Humble Beginnings - "Age & Experience vs. Youth & Cunning" 
TH-012 2xCD - $8 Quirky power-pop/punk from Bracket (7 unreleased 
songs) and melodic punk from NJ's Humble (5 new ones!) Double CD for 

only $8! 


Coming Soon: 
ORANGE DROP KID - EP - Amazing punk a la Samiam from Brazil!! Touring 


the states this summer. 


ORDER ONLINE AT TOOHEP.COM 
Too Hep PO Box 331 Fairfax Station, VA 22039 
703-978-4897 








interview and 


| get out of my car and it’s raining. | make my way to the “Will Call” booth, and the sign on the window says “Sold Out--Don’t even 
ask.” This has been typical every time the Donnas play in Hollywood for at least the last two years that | know of. Who are the Donnas? A 
rockin’ all-girl band from Palo Alto, CA, who started playing when they were in eighth grade. Years later, they seem to be constantly selling 
out shows in every town play. What's their secret? | had the opportunity/privilege of talking with a couple members of the band shortly 
before they played a recent show at the Roxy in Hollywood to support their latest effort, GET SKINTIGHT, and | attempted to find out. 


Skratch: I’m sure you’ve answered many of these questions a thousand 
times before so I'll try to keep those to a minimum, and hopefully the rest 
will be better. First off, how old were you when you first got together? 
Donna R: Well...let me think. | think everybody had turned... 

Donna F: Thirteen. 

Donna R: (to Donna F) No, | think you'd already turned fourteen by the time we 
started. Torry (Donna C) has the same birthday as Maya (Donna F). So we were 
thirteen and fourteen. 

Skratch: And how old are you all now? 

Donna F: We're all twenty or twenty-one. It’s half-and-half. 

Skratch: How did the band come together and get its start? 

Donna R: Well Maya and | played together when we were about thirteen, but we 
didn’t have a drummer, and we were pretty depressed about it. [Both girls start 
laughing.] 

Donna F: We asked our friends. 

Donna R: Yeah. Torry and Brett were just our friends. | mean they liked music 


like we did, but they didn’t play any instruments. Brett didn’t sing for a hobby, 
so...we just kinda asked them if they'd be interested in playing with us for just 
one show at school. 

Skratch: Is that the show that MTV has played on the news? 

Donna R: They don't have a copy of THAT show. 

Donna F: Yeah, that’s a different show. 

Donna R: That's like seven years ago. 

Donna F: If anyone got a copy of that...! don’t know. 

Skratch: Okay. Well | saw you girls, and it looked like it was from high 
school. i 

Donna R: That was shot, like, a couple of years ago in New York. 

Skratch: Cool. Well what did your parents think of all this? Are they supportive, 
or were they, at first, maybe hesitant in comparison to how they are now? 
Donna F: No, they were always into it. Now they're just more excited than they 
were. They wear the Donnas shirts a lot. 

Skratch: Are any of your parents musically oriented? | mean do any of 





them play instruments or perform? 

Donna R: Yeah. My dad plays guitar, keyboards, and, like, horns. And he’s 
a really good singer. My mom worked at record labels. 

Skratch: Wow. It looks like you already got your foot through the door 
before you even started. 

Donna R: Well, they really didn’t help like that. | mean they helped in being 
supportive, but that’s it. They didn’t like do us any favors or anything. | 
mean, I’m sure they would if | asked, but they're not really like that. They 
could call people all the time, but we don’t really need that. We're doing 
just fine right now. 

Skratch: Well, | just want to say that you girls ROCK. You blew me 
away the first time | saw you. Working with Skratch 
exposes me mostly to punk and ska these days, and 
seeing you girls was a great change of pace for me. 
Donna R: Thank you. 

Skratch: No. Thank YOU. | mean | was really surprised. 
| mean, | didn’t think oe played that kind of rock 
anymore. 

Donna F: | guess there’s not many people into the music 
we're into right now. 

Skratch: | seem to be seeing a bit of a comeback 
lately. Just not quick enough | guess. Do you girls 
have any free time at all, or is it pretty much touring 
all the time? 

Donna R: We had a couple nights off here recently, but 
now we're pretty much busy. 

Donna F: We’re gonna be busy for awhile. 

Donna R: Yeah, we're busy for the rest of the year. We 
have to record a new album. We have to tour this 
month, and then we're going to do some recording. | 
mean writing, and then recording. Then we're doing the 
Warped Tour, and then coming back to mix. 

Skratch: You girls are on the Warped Tour this year? 
Donna R: Just for about ten days, but not the whole 
thing. 

Skratch: Any dates on the West Coast? 

Donna R: Just all on the West Coast. 

Skratch: Right on. Good for me. 

Donna R: Aaand, then we'll probably go to Japan, and 
we're real excited about that. We've only been there 
once when we were about seventeen. 

Skratch: That touches on my next question. What 
kind of response are you getting overseas? 

Donna F: They really like us. 

Donna R: Yeah. We just have a problem in Europe, it’s 
really difficult for us to get around there. 

Donna F: Yeah. It’s real expensive. 

Donna R: Sometimes it's tough to find food you like 
when you're on a budget. It’s really a great place if 
you're rich, or if you have a driver you know. 

Skratch: Do you get to see much when you’re out on 
tour in places like Europe? 

Donna F: We don't really get to go out there for a vaca- 
tion. 

Donna R: Sometimes you see stuff that’s really cool, but 
we don't really have the chance to see much. 

Skratch: Well, when you girls do have time off, how 
do you spend it? Do you have any hobbies, or do 
you all like hang out together? 

Donna R: Actually, we really don’t do all that much 
because we're all so tired of nightclubs. We always work 
them. Maya and |, along with my fiance and the singer 
of the band playing right now (The Plus-ones) just got a 
house together. So we all get together, sit around, and 
watch TV. Nobody goes to bed till about 5 am. We 
don't get a chance to do that much right now because 
we're supposed to be writing. 

Skratch: Do any of you have any plans outside of the band for the 
future, or is everyone focused on the band. 

Donna R: Yeah, everyone's into the band. 

Donna F: (agrees) We quit college early when it was about to start, and 
everybody had to come back and get together because there were too 
many things we had to do. So, like now, if we wanted to go back to col- 
lege, | don’t think that would be happening very soon. 

Donna R: But we wouldn't have a problem going back. 

Donna F: Yeah. We could go back, but we just don’t think that what's going 
on right now [laughing]. 

Skratch: Do you have any memorable stories from the road, whether 
they’re good or bad? 





Donna R: When we're in Europe, people like to get up on stage 
while we're playing and pull our pants down. 

Skratch: Really! 

Donna R: Yeah. That happened at more than one show. 

Donna F: And the band we were on tour with, Batmobile, had to 
push guys off the stage. 

Donna R: For us. They're an all-girl band too. They got pretty excit- 
ed, like, they were saying, “| want to beat that guy up SO bad.” 
Then they go after him, and beat him up--it was really funny. 
Skratch: Do you find that there are a lot of all-girl bands out 
there? 

Donna R: There are a lot of girl bands out 
there, but | don’t think enough of them practice 
and really try enough to be as good as they can 
be. | don’t think it’s very difficult, but...a lot of 
girl bands | think worry more about what their 
saying, you know what | mean, like trying to 
make a statement instead of just trying to be 
good at their instruments. 

Skratch: Last time | saw you girls, ABBA 
was playing in the background while you 
were setting up, and you seemed to be real- 
ly into it. Is this your normal set-up music, 
or are you just fans of ABBA? 

Donna R: Everybody's fans of ABBA. | mean it 
was just a random pick. Everybody's kinda in a 
down because we forgot the CDs. | mean, 
they're at the hotel, but all four of us usually 
have them on us, but they're all so heavy right 
now that we just leave them and try to bring in 
some personal choice for the night. 

Skratch: Do you think that you will ever tire 
of touring--is it hectic, or do you live for 
touring? 

Donna F: No, it’s really fun. 

Donna R: It's fun, you know... 

Skratch: | guess what | mean is, are you 
more like songwriters who just want to 
make music but tour because you have to, 
or do you tour because you love to play 
live. 

Donna R: Well, once you record an album, 
there's not much to do for awhile because you 
don’t want to just put out another album right 
afterwards. So you kinda have to tour. Then 
there’s all kinds of people who don't get to see 
bands anymore. Like, | don’t get to see bands 
anymore, except for opening bands, because | 
don’t like any of the bands that are playing. | 
don't think it’s right to put out an album and not 
get to see the bands live, or the band doesn’t 
come to town to America or they don’t come to 
California to play. There’s always someone you 
want to see, but they never come out. 
Skratch: You girls would never do that, 
would you? 

Donna R: No, we'd never do that. 

Skratch: What about bands you tour with, do 
you have any favorites? 

Donna R: We got some good bands on this 
tour right now. 

Donna F: Yeah, we kinda wanted to see the 
band playing right now. 

Donna R: Yeah. 

Skratch: Do you want to go right now? 

B Donna R: [quickly] No, no, that’s okay. Don't 
worry about it. But we like the Plus-ones because we live with one 
of them, but also they’re a really good band. We get put with a lot 
of punk bands--and we don’t have a problem with that--but they're 
a little more upbeat, pop stuff. 

Skratch: The last time | saw you, Delta 72 was touring with 
you. | thought those guys were a pretty good rock band. 
Donna F: Yeah, they were pretty fun to play with, but... 

Donna R: We didn’t know them at first, and it took a while to get to 
know them. But once we got the chance to hang out with them we 
saw that they had a rockin’ show. 

Skratch: Are there any bands that you’ve seen or toured with 
that you would recommend to someone else? 

Donna R: | think that I'd recommend the Smugglers [currently on 


tour with the Donnas]. 

Donna F: Yeah. 

Donna R: You know, people always say like “who's your favorite band?” | usual- 
ly say the Smugglers, and nobody knows who they are. They really need to be 
known. | mean they’re amazing. They're really a rockin’ band. They have all 
kinds of things up their sleeves, but they’re also just really good players. They're 
SO much fun. 

Skratch: What keeps you motivated to play? Is it the making music part, or 
is it the touring aspect of it? 

Donna R: | think that it's the fact that we’re constantly busy. There’s always 
something to do, you know. We're not, like, the type of people who are go-get- 
ters, but once the band gets going, you kind of lose control. It’s kind of fun. As 
long as we don't have to do-a lot of things that we don't like doing. You know 
what | mean? 

Donna F: But it’s a lot of fun. 

Donna R: It's kind of fun having this perpetual thing going. You know--interviews, 
shows and recording--and it keeps going, but it’s not really repetitious because 
people change all the time, And we meet new people and go new places. | think 
its cool. 

Skratch: What’s the chemistry like between you four on stage in compari- 
son to being off stage? Or is it pretty much the same? 

Donna R: On stage is just like another hour that I’m with those people [the band]. 
Donna F: We don't interact that much on stage because we're all concentrating 
on playing our instruments. | mean we look at each other, and it's fun. 

Donna R: The show seems to go by in a blur, and then afterwards we're all talk- 
ing about what happened. When we're on stage, I’m not thinking about one thing 
or person. I’m just making sure we all sound good together, and that we're hav- 
ing fun. It's crazy. We're all in different worlds, but at the same time... It's weird. 

Donna F: Off stage, we all laugh a lot, have a lot of fun, and make jokes. We're 
loud sometimes and kinda weird, but... 

Donna R: | think people have a problem with us being close, too, it’s kinda weird. 
People that try to get to know us because maybe they're in other bands and they 
want to meet new people might look at us as antisocial. Not because we don't 
like people, but we're friends so we’re not really looking to make new friends all 
the time. 

Skratch: | would think it’s kind of hard with you touring all time. 

Donna R: It’s so much easier to hang out with people that you know are funny 
and make fun of everybody else. 

Skratch: How about the songwriting. Does everybody participate in this, or 
does one person do it all? 

Donna R: Everybody writes their own part, but Maya and Brett write most of the 
lyrics. | wrote two songs alone on the last album, but usually Maya writes some- 
thing and then gives it to me. | sit and stare at it for awhile and then switch things 
around. 

Skratch: So it’s usually a jam session of sorts? 

Donna R: No, we don't “jam.” She [Maya] usually has a certain way she wants it 
to go, or I'll figure it out. Brett usually has a rhythm, and then | get to make up 
the guitar part myself. That's fun because there're no barriers. Once the guitar is 
done, | usually tape it all alone, and then | give it to Brett and Torry. Brett can 
sing along with it, and do what she likes. When we finally go in to play it, Torry 
puts whatever she thinks will go with the guitar. If it doesn’t work or something 
comes out weird, we tell each other and change it. 

Skratch: [to Maya] Well since you seem to start off a lot of the writing, how 
do you go about it? Do you think of something that’s different or do you... 
Donna F: You mean, how do | come up with a song? 

Donna R: She has ideas all the time. She’s crazy. 

Donna F: It depends. I’m always writing songs. If something cool happens in my 
life, or if something funny happens, | write a song about it. If ! meet a guy, | write 
a song about him. Sometimes nothing cool’s happening so | have to make some- 
thing up. | watch a lot of talk shows on television and come up with something 
from that. 

Skratch: Have you found your writing techniques have changed over the 
years? 

Donna R: Oh yeah. Like seven years ago, when we would run out of ideas we 
would try and spell things out, and figure out what the chords were. 

Donna F: We would keep as many parts as we could and put them together into 
a song. It’s extra-complicated. 

Donna R: We didn't understand the simplicity of it. 

Skratch: So you find it’s easier now. 

Donna R: We have a pattern and do the same types of things. 

Skratch: What about politics? Are any of you political? 

Donna F: We're NOT political. The Donnas are not political. We don’t answer 
those types of questions. 

Skratch: Okay. I’ll pass on any of that. [The girls are laughing] How do you 
envision the world in ten years? 

Donna F: We don't care. We don’t think about the future. 

Skratch: What's the best laugh you ever had? 

Donna F: [taking a moment to think] It happened today, but we can't tell you 
about that. 


Skratch: Do you have an official Web site outside of the Lookout Records 
Web site? 

Donna F: No, there’s a lot of crazy fan Web sites, but we don’t have one of our 
own. 

Donna R: It sucks, but we're a little slow in that area. 

Skratch: Many of your songs talk about smoking “cheeba” and dealing 
with the police. Have you had any bad run-ins with the police? 

Donna F: YEAH. That’s how we wrote “Hot Boxin” [off of the new album]. 
Donna R: “Hot Boxin” is a true story. We got caught outside of our drummer's 
house, and we were hot boxin’. It was a really bad idea, you know, but... 
Donna F: We did it all the time. 

Donna R: We didn’t use to care when we were in high school because we never 
got caught...ever. Nobody knew so we were really lucky, but when we got caught 
outside of our drummer's house she didn’t even know we were there. It was like 
four in the morning, and we were just looking for some place to park. It was real- 
ly quiet so we thought, “Hey, we'll just park right here. It's dark, nobody will care.” 
We had another friend in the car, and these cop cars came up and noticed that 
we were in the car. We rolled down the windows, but there was really nothing 
that we could do, you know? Anyway, none of us talk to cops very often, so | 
started getting really, really defensive and talking back to them when they were 
trying to talk to me. So | got in a lot of trouble. 

Skratch: Well, I’m glad that it didn’t cause you any long-term problems. 
How about any of your idols. Have you had the chance to meet any of 
them? [to Allison] | know that you like Ace Frehley. Have you met him yet? 
Donna R: | haven't had the chance to meet him yet. 

Skratch: Really? 

Donna R: Yeah. I've met Gene Simmons, but | really want to meet Ace Frehley. 
Skratch: I’m surprised since you worked on the “Detroit Rock City” sound- 
track. e 

Donna R: No, only Gene. | met C.C. Deville when | was a kid. | mean, | thought 
he was just the coolest guy on MTV, but | was like 6 or 7 years old. | always 
thought he was cool because he always had the hottest hair. We met him at the 


‘Troubadour a couple of years ago, and he is SO nice. He really likes our band. 


Skratch: Of the idols that you have met, do you find that they had heard of 
your band before you met them? 

Donna R: He had, but we don’t run across that many people [who are our idols]. 
Skratch: What about Gene Simmons? 

Donna R: | think someone sent him something, but he knew or really cared. 
[At this point, Maya explained that they needed to get ready for their show so 
she was nice enough to finish the whole interview for me.] 

Donna F: Okay, I’m going to answer these really fast. “What's the worst thing you 
ever heard come out of someone’s mouth?” That would be Steve McDonald 
when he said “rim job.” 

Donna F: “Any more videos from the GET SKINTIGHT album?” 

Donna R: | don’t think so. We have to get started on the next album. 

Donna F: “When you hear the word ‘idiot,’ who do you think of?” | don’t know. 
Donna R: Oh, come on. You can think of some idiots. 

Donna F: George Clooney, ‘cause | just hate him. 

Donna F. “Any more issues or comments before this interview is over?” No, we 
don't have issues. 

Skratch: As far as making videos go. Did you find much of a difference in 
making the “Strutter” video for the soundtrack over making the “Skintight” 
video? 

Donna R: In the “Skintight” video, we did everything ourselves. 

Donna F: We got to spend a lot more time doing that video. 

Donna R: The “Strutter” video might look better quality, but we didn’t have much 
say in how much of the movie was in tt or how much the band would be seen in 
it. 

Donna F: We didn’t have much say in the final cut. 

Donna R: | think the “Skintight” video is much cooler, because | think it’s really 
even in how much you see each of the band. And it kinda follows the story of the 
song. We worked with students at a nearby college who did it all. It was cool to 
work with people who were really excited and not all “jaded,” you know? 
Skratch: Well, I’ll let you girls get ready. As far as a new album is con- 
cerned, do you know when you expect it to be released? 

Donna R: It should be this fall or winter. Probably winter of this year. 

Donna F: We only have one song written right now. 

Donna R: We're “crammers.” We like to write'under pressure--it helps. 
Skratch: | appreciate the time you’ve given me, and | hope you have a great 
show. 

Donna R and Donna F: Thanks. 


Afterwards, | walked back downstairs, took the Donnas’ advice, and watched the 
Smugglers. | have to admit they put on a GREAT show. In fact, if you looked off 
to the side you could see all four of the Donnas cheering together. Afterwards, 
the Donnas--once again--ROCKED the house. 
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Skratch: Are there any bands you guys look up to or are inspired by? 
Cyrus: Blink 182. | love those guys. 

Jordan: We all love them. 

Steve: Yeah, we look up to them; we really love that band a lot. 

lan: Unwritten Law and MxPx 

Chad: Green Day, Blink 182, MxPx 

Steve: Reel Big Fish 

Jordan: We’ve been listening to them since we were young, so that’s 
why we look up to them. We’ve always wanted to start a band so we 
could be just like them 


Skratch: What is the best venue you have played? 

lan: Janine Lannings in St. Petersburg, Florida. We played there with 
MxPx, and it was awesome. 

Chad: It was huge. There was this huge stage; it was really cool--it 
was fun--but it’s really weird, because we like playing on really big 
stages, and then we like playing on floors. Like, we love playing 
shows where there is no stage and everyone’s around. 


Skratch: Have you played Koo’s Café in Santa Ana? 

Chad: Yeah, that was awesome! 

lan: It’s like a house. 

Chad: Koo’s Café was awesome, ’cuz again, we got to play on the 
floor and everyone was just like dancing around; it was so much fun. 
lan: We got to play Pompano Beach Amphitheater at Warped Tour on 
the local stage, and that was pretty awesome, too. 

Cyrus: Yeah. 

Jordan: It wasn’t a local stage; it was a local huge ass amphitheater! 
lan: ’Cuz they put the two main stages across in the grass, and the 
big giant stage was the local stage. So that was kinda scary, ’cuz 
that’s where Almond Brothers played; like we were on the same stage. 
It was pretty cool. 


Skratch: How does the California scene compare to Florida? 


Chad: Umm, | would say... . 

Steve: It’s the same. 

Chad: It’s pretty much the same except... . 

lan: There’s mountains here! 

Chad: There’s mountains here in the scene, and also all the 
California kids are more like, all about their music, like, you know, 
they're there, they’re really into it, they don’t care--well, | don’t really 
know ’cuz I’m not from here--but from what | see, it seems like every- 
one’s there just to have a fun time and they don’t really care what 
everyone thinks about them or whatever. They’re just there to have a 
blast and, like, enjoy the music. Florida’s fun, too. 

Steve: They just go there to hang out and not really to see the bands. 
Chad: Yeah, but Florida is awesome, and California is awesome. 


Skratch: What's the biggest myth about playing in a band? 

Jordan: That band guys get lots of girls. 

Chad: Yes 

Cyrus: And that bands always get along. 

lan: And they make a lot of money. 

Jordan: And they make a lot of money .. . that’s not true 

Steve: Um... biggest myth? Touring is fun! 

(all laughing) 

Chad: Touring is fun, but it’s hard. 

lan: The driving part of touring nobody hears about. 

Cyrus: Yeah, touring is only fun when you're like Bon Jovi, and you 
have your own plane and you don’t have to do anything. 

lan: When you have a 12-hour drive, and you get a flat tire and you 
miss a show and everyone hates your guts. . . . 

Jordan: It’s not your fault 

lan: That you had car troubles and car repairs. 

Chad: That’s the best thing. We'll have like a 12-hour drive, ok, drive 
through the night, get a flat tire, can’t make the show the next night, 
and the next day we’ll check our Web site, and it'll be like “You dicks. 
You're too cool, and you won't play our show because you're too cool.” 


‘high-five on Bourbon Street. 


Cyrus: There’s this one time we were in Virginia, and we were sup- 
posed to cross over this bridge but we couldn't cross over it because 
there was high winds and we have a trailer. 

Jordan: They wouldn’t let you. 

Steve: They wouldn't let us cross over, and we were 20 minutes from 
the show, and we couldn’t make it. 

Chad: And all the people were talking crap about us because they 
thought we got up late and that’s the reason we didn’t make the show. 
Jordan: And we were rock stars, and we wouldn't want to blah blah 
blah. 

Cyrus: We’re just regular people 


Skratch: What's the craziest thing that 
has ever happened on a tour? 

Chad: | hit a deer! 

Cyrus: He also drove off a cliff. 

Chad: (laughing) | drove off a cliff, and | hit 
a deer. 

Skratch: Where was this? 

Chad: On the way to California. 

Cyrus: In Oklahoma. 

Chad: Like, last summer coming out here, 
driving though Oklahoma, me and lan were 
riding. lan was riding shotgun; we're like 
singing and listening to... . 

lan: The Hippos! 

Chad: The Hippos--our good friends--we 
say they cursed us. So anyway, so we’re 
driving, right, and | looked to my right,and 
there’s these two cute deer and lan’s like 
“Oh, look at the cute deer blah blah blah,” 
and uh, | look over and am like “Oh, that’s 
so cute,” and he’s like “Oh, they're getting 
into our lane”; so | swerved to the left lane 
and all of a sudden it jumped in front of our 
car. Broke a headlight, hit the back of the 
thing, AND hit the trailer. It was so sad. | 
pulled over, | couldn't drive. Me and lan 
were like freaked out. 

Cyrus: We can't listen to the Hippos at 
night anymore; it’s too scary. 

Chad: And | drove off a cliff in Boston. 
(laughing) Long story, | don’t even want to 
get into it! 

lan: | met Tone Loc and got to give him a 


Jordan: Yeah? Well we met Joey from 
NSYNC in Orlando! 

Chad: | met Joey from NSYNC, and gave 
him a CD. 


Skratch: What’s next for A New Found Glory? 

Chad: Just touring 

Cyrus: Touring. We have a cover CD coming out at the end of March. 
March 28th. 

Steve: It’s all movie covers, from uh, like movie soundtracks. Like 
number one hits from ’80s movies like Robin Hood. 

Jordan: It was the ’90s. 

Steve: Or’90s. ’80s, ’90s, whatever. 


Skratch: What's the worst? 

Jordan: Being away from our girlfriends for so long. 

Chad: Yes. Being in the van for like a month. 

Steve: And it smells like mold. 

Chad: It smells like farts and mold. It’s the worst! You stay in like a 
nice house for 2 nights, and you get up in the morning and open the 
van door--it just smells like one big fart. 

Cyrus: Yeah, the worst thing about touring is basically missing your 
family and friends at home and your girlfriend. 








Steve: Not being able to sleep in your own bed. 

Jordan: Showers. 

Chad: Showers. 

lan: And having to eat fast food everyday. 

Jordan: Ok, | take that back, we shower every night--we’re girls. We 
find a way to shower every night. 

Chad: We have to, we even shower in like truck stops or something. 
We need to shower. 

Steve: Not saying that girls have to shower every night, but. . . . 
Jordan: We're stereotypical. We're high maintenance! 

Cyrus: Ok, stop while you’re ahead. 


Skratch: If you could get one message 
across to your fans, what would it be? 
Chad: Have fun. | don’t know. 

Jordan: Have fun, listen to like. . . . 
Chad: Don't listen to what anyone says. 
lan: Be yourself and follow your dreams. 
Steve: Yes, ‘cuz that's what we’re doing. 
Jordan: And always, always wear your 
helmet when you ride your bicycle to 
school. 

Chad: Yes! Very good! 

lan: And don’t smoke cigarettes, either. 
Chad: They're bad. 


Skratch: Don’t ever... 

Jordan: Talk to strangers! 

lan: Do drugs. 

Cyrus: Be in a band. 

Jordan: Yeah, don’t ever be in a band! 
Chad: Don’t ever hit deers on the road. 
Cyrus: Or drive off cliffs. 

lan: Don’t ever cross the street without 
looking both ways. 

Chad: Yes! 

Cyrus: Don’t ever be mean to your par- 
ents. 

Jordan: Don't ever say, “I can’t.” 
(laughing) 

Steve: Isn't that a double negative? 
Jordan: Don’t let anyone tell you... . | 
don’t know 

(laughing) 

Cyrus: Always brush your teeth! 

Steve: No, that’s not a “Don’t ever.” Don’t 
ever brush your teeth! 


Skratch: Sports? 
Jordan: Eating. 


lan: Lovemaking. 
(laughing) 
Chad: Good sport! 


Skratch: Do you guys want to add anything? 

Chad: Thank you! | would like to add that this is like the 3rd time 
we've been to California, and every time we come out, we always grab 
Skratch magazines. We’re always like “Oh this magazine is so cool!” 
lan: The CD. 

Chad: “Wow, maybe some day we'll be in Skratch magazine,” and 
now we’re gonna be in Skratch magazine. 

Jordan: Yes! 

Chad: So it’s really cool, so thank you Skratch magazine. 

lan: And we have a Web site at ANewFoundGlory.com. 

Chad: And go to DriveThruRecords.com and WWF.com. 

Jordan: And the Militia Group clothing. 

Steve: And Launch.com. 

Cyrus: And Serial Killer Clothing company. 
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ne would think that a member 
} of a band with a name like 
- Cannibal Corpse would be 


either on death row or pretty much be 








“unintelligible, grunting every al wer 
with simple one word responses. 





It was quite | the opposite, asl spoke 
over the phone to Cannibal Corpse 
drummer Paul Mazurkiewicz recently, 
as we discussed the band’s 12 plus 
years, their reputation, their future, their 
new album and more. Hey, he’s a nice - 
guy, don’t let such titles as "Tomb of 
The Mutilated,” or "Pounded Into Dust, : 
fool ya! 


‘Skratch: So I guess you guys a are on 
tour now? : 
Paul: No, actually we "re done. - tended 











Skratch: How'd it ~ . 
Paul: It went great. It was a gr stb oil, 
there were great | turnouts at all the 

. shows 





Skratch: How do you see ‘the band’s 
progress on this album from your pre- 
vious albums? 

Paul: Well, I think that we always 
progress on every album, but on this 
album, I think the most progress was 
made in the songwriting department. I 
think we're always getting better at writ- 
ing songs. I mean, when | listen to this 
album in comparison to previous 
albums, I think the songs are much 
stronger. Another reason why is _ 
because of the production, I mean it’s 
the best production we've ever had. So, 
in comparison, the songs are a lot 
stronger, I think that they’re a little more 
a and : course the production. 


Skratch: So working with Colin 
Richardson (Fear Factory, Carcass, 
Napalm Death) was great for you? 
Paul: Yea, actually we wanted to work © 
with him for a long time. We wanted 
him to do Gallery, but we opted not to 
because we were running out of time 
and Colin wasn’t available. I mean, we 
always had other producers in mind and 
we felt that our previous producers had 
done the best job for the band up to that 





story by Mike sos 


point. But we still felt that there was 


something lacking, especially with the 
guitar sound. I know that Alex and Pat 


were unhappy with previous techniques. 
I think that Colin worked with us better. 


He’s a great guy, and we were really 
glad to work with him and we’ll defi- 
nitely work with him in the future if 
everything comes together schedule 
wise. 
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we’re in the process right now of com- 
piling all the footage, so look for that at 
the end of August 


Skratch: Cool. Do you guys still feels 
some heat from various organizations 
about your music and/or your 
imagery? 

Paul: Not really. Our biggest problems 
stem from Bob Dole situation (when 
during a past campaign, Mr. Dole point- 





Skratch: Wow, ok. I remember seeing 
you guys on the Anthrax/Misfits tour, 
right when George joined. 

Paul: Yup that was George’s first tour 
with us after we did VILE. It was a 
good tour for us, and a good opportunity 
to open up for a band the caliber of 
Anthrax, it was the first time we were on 
a tour like that. 


Skratch: Does George still get a lot of 
heat from the diehard fans for being 
the new guy in the band, even though 
he’s been in Cannibal Corpse for a 
long time now? 

Paul: Well, it’s toned down a lot, but 
there’s still a few hecklers here and there 
yelling for Barnes, but we definitely had 


metal. We are a heavy metal band, I 
mean we all grew up listening to metal, 
and we play in the style of metal, just in 
an extreme form. So, I guess you can 
call it death metal. 


Skratch: Do you see your band’s influ- 
ence in any of the newer bands com- 
ing up? How do you feel your place 
solidified in the whole extreme metal 
movement? 

Paul: Well, definitely from what I hear 
and what people tell me, especially the 
younger people, tell us that we’re their 
biggest influence. And that’s great, real- 
ly, because I feel a sense of accomplish- 
ment knowing that I’m doing something 
that people are admiring, and that 


off of. I think that, by hearing a lot of 
bands, demo bands, younger bands, 
sound like us, and it’s a great thing. 


Skratch: What’s left to accomplish for 
Cannibal Corpse? 

Paul: Tough question. It’s definitely 
exceeded our expectations thus far. 
Back then, we never expected to be as 
popular, but here we are 12 years later, 
having done more than we’d ever 
thought we’d done, you know, to play 
around the world and make a living out 
of this, it was totally unheard of for us. 
So I think there’s nothing else really to 
do besides maintain the longevity of the 
band and keeping us with the extreme 
genre. I certainly don’t want to be one of 


Ir'd be nice 10 say "Hey, we've been around 20 years, " 


you know, we didn’t compromise, we're Cannibal Corpse. It’s a 


long ways away, but you Never know. 





to prove to the fans that George is the 
man and that he’s a great replacement 
and that he’s better than Barnes. You 
know, we still get it once in a while, say 
like at 1 show out of 30, you may hear 
someone yell out on the internet, people 
saying how they dislike George and like 
Barnes. But I think that a good thing is 
that the fans react to George in a good 
way. They see him as a big fan of the 
music, which we all are, but George 
especially. He loves to sit and talk to the 
kids about the music, and the fans really 
respect that. We come off as we’re like 
all of fans and I think that’s why we 
always got a good rap for being nice 
guys and hanging with the fans and 
signing autographs and stuff. We are 
fans too, and without the fans, we 
wouldn’t be anywhere and I think that 
George gets the respect he deserves, you 
know, the Barnes thing is pretty much 
done and people see him as a great 
replacement. 


Skratch: How do you guys feel about 
the state of extreme music these days? 
And what genre would you put your- 
selves into? 

Paul: Well, it’s definitely death metal. I 
personally describe us to those who 
don’t know what it is as extreme heavy 


they’re doing something based on what I 
love to do. You could only wish that you 
could make that impact when you were 
younger. You want people to dig your 
music. You know, like the way I feel 
like Slayer. It was like, man, how origi- 
nal, this stuff is great, and Lombardo is 
my idol and stuff, and I’d listen to Reign 
in Blood so much that I think that if it 
wasn’t for them maybe I wouldn’t have 
wanted itso much. So I can only look 
at them and say "hey, thanks a lot for 
doing what you’re doing, man, it really 
inspired me", and I do that a lot, and 
what a feeling that is, you know, to be 
included on someone’s list of favorite 
bands. So I would hope that our place 
in the whole extreme music area, and 
what it is and what it’s all about is that 
we kept doing what we loved doing and 
that we’d be placed as one of the most 
extreme, brutal bands of all time. And 
also to hope to be remembered in the 
future by other bands and keep the 
whole genre rolling. We hope to leave 
bands something to build off of, because 
if there’s nothing to build off of, then 
there’s nothing to go by. If you don’t 
have that building block, it’d be a harder 
process. With Slayer, what helped them 
like so many other bands, was that a 
good template was left for them to build 


those bands that use the band as a tool, 
you know "we don’t like death metal 
anymore, let’s do something else," that’s 
wrong. I really think it’s a matter of 
how long we can keep Cannibal Corpse 
death metal. It’d be nice to say "Hey, 
we’ve been around 20 years", you know, 
we didn’t compromise, we’re Cannibal 
Corpse. It’s a long ways away, but you 
never know. I don’t know what else we 
have to accomplish that we set out to. I 
think the band has exceeded all of our 
expectations. 


Skratch: Would you like to do any- 
thing else in the musical spectrum, 
like produce, manage, etc? 

Paul: I dunno, I like playing, more or 
less, the most. I really don’t think about 
it all that much, but I don’t know, I 
almost feel like I’ve done so much, trav- 
elling, etc, that it’s time to settle down. 


Skratch: Any parting words? 

Paul: Well, I wanna thank everyone for 
supporting us and keep an eye out for 
the live album, due out in August. It’s a 
request a lot of people have been asking 
for, and then we’ll be on tour in the’ 
states supporting it. And again, thanks 
for the support through the years. 
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story by. ashley rose 


So, who is Osker? Well, kids, 
this is pop-punk. We have all the 
obligatory cuss words, spitting, pissing 
people off, and the matching fast, hard 
tempo replete with tight, catchy, power 
chords. 

We know what this is all about, 
right? We have all heard more melod- 
ic, clean, fast punk in the last decade 
than we know what to do with. But 
what makes these guys any different? 
Why the hell should you go buy anoth- 
er Epitaph CD at some big chain 
record store? 

Well, for starters, Osker has atti- 
tude. At least their lead singer does. 
The difference between them and 
most of the pop-punk out there is the 
raw honesty. | guarantee you they do 
not care who they have pissed off. 

As far as | know, they have 
pissed off NOFX, Pennywise, and 
Mike Boil (sound guy at KUCI); and 
they have gotten 86’d from numerous 


venues (info | got off of Osker’s web 
site, www.osker.net). In fact, | do 
believe they have managed to close 
down a club for a few months (an inci- 
dent involving watermelon--you figure 
it out). If there is.one word to describe 
this band it is smart ass. If you have 
read other interviews with them, you 
will know what | am talking about. 

The musical product of this 
youthful, audacious trio is surprisingly 
catchy. This stuff gets in your head, 
ladies and gentlemen. Kind of like 
those stupid songs on the radio that 
you don’t know how they get in there 
but you cannot get them out of your 
head--except this is punk rock. 

The construction of these songs 
appears to be calculated to do this 
extremely catchy stuck-in-your-head 
thing--quite a feat for a 16-year-old kid 
from LA. But it appears Osker has 
pulled a fast one again. 

According to singer/songwriter 





Devon Williams, his songs are purely 
the repercussion of strictly real emo- 
tional reactions to life. No calculating 
going on here folks, just the regurgita- 
tion of some teenager’s gripes on 
people and life...and it happens to 
sound good. Once again, you figure 

it out. 


Skratch: Epitaph’s mostly hated 
band, huh? Care to explain? 

Phil: No one likes us. None of the 
bands like us. 

Devon: Because we don’t surf and we 
don’t skate and we don’t snowboard. 
And we don’t wear baggy pants and 
chains. 


Skratch: Was that before the 
Epitaph party? 

Devon: Yeah, it was actually. 

Phil: | guess it was because people 
here don't care really too much. 
Devon: People don’t like bands that 


talk a lot at shows. 

Phil: And we talk a lot. He does any 
way. 

Devon: We're a comedy act, nota 
fuckin’ band. 

Phil: No the fans don’t hate us 
because of the Epitaph party. Now the 
NOFxX fans don't like us either. 
Devon: Or some people hate NOFX 
and love us. 

Phil: But we don’t condone that 
because we really love NOFX, love 
em seriously. 

Devon: And, uhh, 311. 

Phil: Someone wrote that we were 311 
haten’, | mean we go see them every 
time they're in town. 

Devon: ... and Kid Rock... 

Phil: Yeah, Kid Rock... 

Devon: ... and Limp Biskit. 

Phil: No, | like Korn better. 


Devon: All right what's the next ques- 
tion? Do you know Scott? 


Skratch: Yeah, | know Scott. 
Devon: Fuck him! Fuck Scott! 


Skratch: OK. 
Devon: He tried to, uh, marry my sis- 
ter. 


Skratch: Oh, really? 

Devon: But my sister is dead. He tried 
to marry someone who’s dead. | 
thought that was rude. 


Skratch: Good ol’ Scott. How do 
you perceive yourselves? How 
would you describe yourselves? 
Devon: Um... 

Phil: Rock and roll...ya think we're a 
rock and roll band? 

Devon: New wave ska. Have you 
heard our CD? 

Skratch: Yeah. 

Phil: How would you describe it? 


Skratch: Well, | think you guys have 
an edge that reminds me of older-- 
not real old school like ’80s, but 
older, like early ’90s--punk but have 
a way tighter and cleaner sound 
than bands did then. 

Devon: All right--check it out--the 
vocals on that ... way compressed. 
The bands | listen to ... raw stuff. Not 
like crazy 80s punk, but ... | dunno. 
The vocals are really compressed and 
Mike--the guy who works here.--did 


our record, and he’s really into the 
clean kind of stuff. So if | would have 
had it my way, it would sound a lot 
more raw and not like that. | mean, it 
still would have been tight just 
‘cause... 

Phil: It sounds very slick. 

Devon : We're tight. We’re tight but 
not slick. 


Skratch: | noticed, for a trio espe- 
cially. There are only a few trios | 
can think of that have a complete 
sound. You guys have managed to 
pull that off. Most trios have a hol- 
lower sound than you guys do. 
Devon: Yeah... mean that was a com- 
pliment. | was like agreeing with her 
compliment. Where do you live? 


Skratch: In San Clemente. It’s in 
South Orange County, the most 
south you can get before San 
Diego. 

Devon: Where do you go to school? 
Skratch: | go to cosmetology school. 
Devon: What’s cosmetology mean? 
Skratch: Like hair and stuff. 
Devon:Then what are you doing inter- 
viewing bands? Shouldn't you be cut- 
ting my hair or something? See my 
hair? What’s wrong with it? 


Skratch: What’s the look you’re 
goin’ for there, shaggy? 

Devon: Um, my friend’s starting a hair- 
cutting company called The Bitchin 
Barbers, and he cut my hair... 

Phil: Who did? 

Devon: Matt, and see | had this prob- 
lem that whenever | washed my hair, | 
got dandruff. So | stopped washing my 
hair. So | didn’t get dandruff, but | had 
really dirty, greasy hair. 

Phil: For example, we were in Arizona, 
and this guy took a shower where we 
stayed and his hair was just as greasy 
when he came out as when he went 
into the shower, The water beads off 
his dirty greasy hair. 

Devon : But look at the picture [the 
picture on the poster], you can see 
how bad my hair looks. | mean, does 
it look better at all? 


Skratch: From there [the picture] to 
here [Devon]? Well, you’re almost 
equally shaggy. 

Devon: WHAT ARE YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? 


[Devon gets a little defensive]. 


Skratch: Where are you going with 
your hair? What are YOU talking 
about? 

Devon: | THOUGHT IT WAS SHORT- 
ER! 


Skratch: It is shorter, but it’s not ... 
Devon: It’s not. Fine, fuck it. Fuck it. 
Fuck it. 


Skratch: No. How would you 
describe the chemistry between 
band members? 

Phil: Well... 

Devon: Hold up, | got the chemistry 
right here. Dave...| used to know 
Dave for a long time. 


Skratch: Used to? 

Devon: Exactly. He’s like three or four 
years older than me. So he think he’s 
better than me. And so, he wouldn't 
hang out with a high school kid, right. 
‘Cause he’s in "college," right. But 
then we started a band, so he’s like, 
"All right, I'll hang out with you some- 
times." Then he got a girlfriend, and 
now we don’t see Dave anymore. And 
as you see, Dave is not here. 
Chemistry is not very good. So fuck 
Dave, and chemistry with Phil, it’s like 
getting beat up everyday. 

Kerri: Devon, bring me back my water, 
please. 

Devon: All right, I'll be right back. 


Skratch: What about chemistry as 
far as music goes? 

Phil: We, uh, play pretty well together. 
Devon is a really, really good 
songwriter, | think. You may disagree, 
but | think he’s a really good 
songwriter. Dave’s a good bass player 
when he comes around. He gets tired 
a lot. 


At this point, who walks back in with 
Devon but the guy on the inside of the 
CD--Matt, the singer from a band 
called Rosce. 


Phil [to Devon]: What do you think our 
chemistry is like musically? 

Devon: Musically? I’m just the singer. 
What do | do? | just write the songs. 
I'd prefer not to play...um, but 
uhh...What was the question? 

Phil: Chemistry, musically. 


Devon: Oh, yeah. 


Skratch: Where do you get ideas 
for songwriting? 

Devon: Uh, | don’t know. That’s a per- 
sonal question. 


Skratch: What good is an interview 
if it doesn’t get personal? 
[Mimicking a lame interview] "So. 
uh, you’re on Epitaph and uh, 
everyone should buy the new CD, 
and uh..." No. 

Devon: | don’t know, isn’t it obvious? 
Like, I’m not gonna write songs about 
like--| dunno--what's a NOFX song? 
Charlie: Uh uh. 

Devon: Come on, man. What’s a 
NOFX song? 

Charlie: "Liza and Louise." 

Devon: I’m not gonna write a song 
about lesbians. What does that have 
to do with me, right? It has nothing to 
do with me. Unless, something hap- 
pened with me and a lesbian. It’s just 
like, personal. Like me and how | deal 
with things and how | see people. 


Skratch: What’s your favorite song 
on there [pointing to CD]? 
Devon: Uhhhhhh, number 3. ["Dying"] 
Skratch: And you? 

Phil: | don’t know, | really don’t like 
these songs. | like um, "Stop The 
Bus" and "Numbskull.” 

Devon: Really? Huh. [Pointing to 
Skratch interviewer] What’s your 
favorite song? 


Skratch: On there? 
Devon: Without looking, though. 


Skratch: They would have to be 
numbers 5 and 9. [That has 
changed now after listening to the 
album a few more times and seeing 
the band play about seven times; 
now numbers 3 and 6, "Dying" and 
"Panic," are the favorites.] 

Phil: Which are "Alright and "13.’ 


Devon: Got any more brain busters? | 
am minoring in Journalism. | bet you 
didn’t know that. [He asks enough 
questions for us to figure it out, 
though.] 

Charlie: | didn’t. What are you major- 
ing in? 


Skratch: Aren’t you still doing your 


general ed.? 

Devon: |.don’t know, my dad was like, 
‘What are you majoring in?" and | was 
like, "| don’t know.," and he was like, 
"Do this," and | was like, "Okay." 


Skratch: Do you guys all go to 
school? 

Devon: | barely go to school, | only 
take one class. 

Phil: Uh, yeah, no, | don't. 

Devon: Dave, | think is almost out of 
college. 

Phil: He is? | thought he graduated. 
Devon: | don’t know. Fuck Dave. 
Right? 

Phil: Yeah. 










Skratch: Have you 

ever been caught masturbating by 
another band member? 

Phil: | caught Devon up in Santa Cruz 
just recently. 

Devon: And what else did you see that 
day? Didn’t you see Mickey Mouse 
flying through the sky on a broom? 
Matt: Na, but Devon likes to wear 
leopard-skin Speedos. 

Phil: Matt, over here, has photos of 
Devon; he’ll send ’em to you. 


Skratch: Are they on the Web site? 
Matt: No they're pictures of himina 
leopard-print Speedo. 


At this point, our food arrived so we 
had to relocate the interview to 
another room at Epitaph. 


Skratch: Let’s cut your hair. 
Charlie: | got scissors up stairs. 
Devon: What are you talking about? 
I’m not talkin’ short. 


Skratch: | know. 
Devon: Wait wait, how short, we need 
to talk. 


Skratch: Just because you cut hair, 
doesn’t mean you have to cut it 
short. 

Devon: | know | know but usually they 
FUCK YOU. THEY CUT YOU WITH 
SOME SHARP SHIT AND THEY CUT 
YOUR SHIT REAL FUCKIN SHORT, 
REAL FUCKIN SHORT ALL RIGHT. | 
DON’T WANT THIS SHIT SHORT. 
AND WHEN YOUR HAIR IS WET IT’S 
LONGER. THEY FUCK 

YOU. THEY FUCK YOU AT THE 
BARBER. DON’T FUCK ME. | WILL 
FUCK YOU UP, | SWEAR TO 

GOD. 

Mike: You'll take the blade, and what 
will you do with it, Devon? 

Devon: ARE YOU SMILING? ARE 
YOU SMILING?.’CAUSE | THOUGHT 
YOUR NAME WAS NICOLE 
SIMPSON. PRINT THAT SHIT, | 
DON’T GIVE A FUCK. 

[Devon and | made a deal so he 
would feel a little more comfortable 
with the whole haircutting thing. 
Devon got to punch me in the face if | 
cut it too short.] 


| don’t know how many of you made 
the Punk-O-Rama shows, but if you 
get a chance to see this trio live, you 
should take it. | do believe they are 
playing a free show on Saturday, April 
22, at the Clairmont Skate park (Food 
Not Bombs benefit), from noon to 
6:00. And they will also be playing at 
The Cobalt Cafe on Wednesday, May 
10. For other show listings and infor- 
mation, visit www.osker.net. They are 
incredibly hilarious live. Devon’s 
remarks and facial expressions are 
priceless. So you’ve caught a glimpse 
of Osker’s personality, the only thing 
left to do is go buy the new CD out 
everywhere (thanks to Epitaph’s 
major-label distribution), and see the 
guys play. Hopefully, I'll see you at 
Clairmont. Until then, keep reading, 
kids. 
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Midtown is an amazing and phenomenal rock band hailing from the mean streets of 
New Jersey. The band has just released their new album SAVE THE WORLD, LOSE THE GIRL 
on Los Angeles-based Drive Thru Records. | had a chance to hang out with the guys after they 
played a show alongside label mates A’New Found Glory and Rx Bandits at Chain Reaction in 
Anaheim, CA. The band’s set was awesome, and | was pleased to find out that the members of 
Midtown are true lovers of music. Read on and find out more about the coolest band to come 
out of Jersey. 


Skratch: So how does it feel to have your new album out? 
Gabe: It feels like we have been pregnant for seven months. 
Heath: Finally, we give birth. 

Gabe: To our baby boy, Elvis. 


Skratch: How is the tour with Rx Bandits and A New Found Glory going? 

Tyler: It's so much fun to play with bands that you are friends with and bands that are so good con- 
sistently every night. It's been great; it's like going to a show for free and seeing great bands, but its 
like that every single night. 

Gabe: If you can imagine going on tour and not getting sick of the bands you are on tour with. 
Tyler: But never, these two bands are just so good, and we watch them every night. 


Skratch: How have the crowds been? 

Tyler: The crowds have been excellent, actually. We have been received well every place that we 
played, and it's kind of weird. A lot of these places we have never been to, especially in the Midwest. 
Gabe: Like, who goes to Wyoming? 

Tyler: | loved Wyoming, actually. But there were like at least four or five kids singing along to our 
songs every where that we went; it was really crazy. 

Heath: | never even knew how to spell Wyoming. 


Skratch: Do you know how to spell it, now? 
Heath: Yeah, W-Y-O-M-I-N-G. 


Skratch: You rock, you get an A. 

Gabe: Also with the tour, it was cool because we were all friends before and because we are on the 
Drive Thru label. That's the hard part about a tour, because your like, “I'm with the same people every 
day and |'m lonely”; but here it's like there's so many people to hang out with, you never get lonely. 
Tyler: On top of that, | know bands that tour together, and they go to a show and play the show and 
then they leave. With us, we hang out, we go to eat together, we stay in hotels together--it's a lot of 
fun, it’s just good to hang out with friends. 

Skratch: Have you gotten any response from fans, friends, or family about your new album? * 
Gabe: My mom loves it! She listens to it everyday when she walks on the treadmill--and she just 


bought a walkman. My parents are so behind, she got a walkman just so when 
she walks my dog, she can listen to our album: that's devotion. 

Tyler: | have not had a bad response, yet. All the responses have been good. 
Gabe: Knock on wood. 

Tyler: Yeah, knock on wood. | am sure there are people that don't like it, but you 
can't please everyone. |'m just happy that so many people like it. 

Gabe: I'm just happy the way it came out, | like it. 

Tyler: We're doing something that we love and we created, and it's great to have 
other people dig it, too. 

Gabe: It's just like an extension of ourselves that people have, and it's just been 
great. 

Tyler: | don't know about your old bands, but with my old band, my family and 
friends were supportive of it but they didn't really like it. 

Gabe: Yeah, now they really like it, and they're like, “It's so much better than the 
other stuff you did.” 


Skratch: What inspired the lyrics on the new album. 

Gabe: It’s all about relationships and dealing with people. It’s just like about dif- 
ferent people that | have had to deal with and how that came out and how | feel 
about things. And sometimes words just come out. Is there any song in particu- 
lar that you're talking about? 


Skratch: Yeah, like the first track, “Rock and Roll.” 

Gabe: Yeah, "Rock and Roll." 

Tyler: It's about our hate of God. 

Gabe: No, dude, you're like, Why do you hate God? “God | wish | can hate you.” 
(reciting the lyrics) 


Skratch: | was thinking it was probably about a girl? 

Gabe: "Rock and Roll" is about my experience, and we all have had similar expe- 
riences about being in a band and being betrayed by people that you put your trust 
in. 5 

‘Tyler: The weird thing about a band is that you're laying your life out on a line. 
As strange as it sounds, this is our life. If you lay all of your cards down on the 
table, everyone else really has to do the same in order for it succeed. Like if 
someone doesn't have the devotion or the drive to do it, we wouldn't be at the 
point that we are now and that's really what it's about: we're all sacrificing so 
much and you have to do it together or it won't work. 

Gabe: Also, it's just about, like, an attitude. You lay everything out on the line, 
but its just rock and roll; there's always other stuff. It doesn't end here, so you can 
always go and change your life. 


Skratch: What pisses you guys off? 

Tyler: People that are unappreciative. Like people think we are out on the road 
here, in this glamorous position--like it's so glamorous to ride around in a van all 
the time, see a highway, see a Denny's, and see the inside of a club. People don't 
understand the work that goes into things. 

Gabe: By that, we don't mean the kids. This is like people that we deal with at 
home, like people that say that we are wasting our lives. 

Tyler: Also, we're doing what we love out here; we're not making tons of money. 
Gabe: Hugh? 

Tyler: Okay, we’re not making any money--we're losing money--but we do it 
because there's something inside of us that pushes us to do it. 

Gabe: The majority of people who are close to us do support us, but what piss- 
es me off are the people that don't support us. We're doing what we love, and 
we're working so hard; and we don't have any ulterior motives besides doing what 
we love and playing music. That's what pisses me off. 


Skratch: How has it been playing in Southern California? 

Gabe: It sounds ridiculous, but everyone that we have met out here has been so 
nice and gone out of their way to be extra nice. Our record label's out here, and 
it's just so nice to come out here and have people know us and be nice to us. | 
want to move here: the weather is great, the people are great, and it's just fabu- 
lous. 


Skratch: How is it different from your hometown of New Jersey? 

Gabe: We have so many loyal fans there, and we just love everyone in Jersey. 
The last show we played in Jersey was with Fenix TX, and there was like a thou- 
sand people there and so many kids singing our songs, even before the album 
came out--it was just great. 


Skratch: If you could go on tour with any band, who would it be? 

Tyler: It wouldn't make sense, but | would like to go on tour with Superchunk and 
Lagwagon. 

Gabe: A dream for me would be Radiohead, Depeche Mode, Billy Idol and us; | 
guess that would be it. When | get married, Billy Idol is playing my wedding. | am 
planning my wedding around his schedule. 


Skratch: How do you guys feel about drug use. 
Gabe: | used to be straight edge. | don't really like it, but what | am really against 


is putting drug users in jail. | think all drugs should be legal, because it destroys 
families by taking parents away from their kids and sending them to jail. | think 
instead of sending them to jail, we should put them on a program and help them 
out. 

Tyler: | am technically a drug addict, because | smoke cigarettes. When you hear 
me coughing, | know it’s not intelligent, but it's my personal choice. People tell me 
that it's dumb, but | will quit when I'm ready. But as far as other drugs, | think if 
you can live your life responsibly and act responsibly, that's enough: your busi- 
ness is your business. — 

Gabe: Everything you do, as long as it’s in moderation is okay--except for killing 
people you know. 

Tyler: As long as you're responsible for yourself and the people around you, 
that's okay. 

Gabe: One thing that we do feel strongly about is that we don't eat meat, and the 
reason for that is that | don't see it as a personal choice about what you do with 
your body. | see it as whether you want to kill a living thing that feels pain. 


Skratch: Why should someone go out and buy your album? 

Tyler: Because we wrote our songs, and we are proud of our product; and it's 
real. 

Gabe: | want people to go out and listen to our album and feel a connection with 
it, because that's the way that we feel about our favorite bands. 


Skratch: How has everything been going on Drive Thru? 

Gabe: Incredibly. They are the best label ever and any band out there, you need 
to try and get on Drive Thru. There's a lot of labels with more money and more 
resources, but they are not going to work for you unless they love your band. And 
they are not going to push you, either, unless they love you. Other labels will work 
for you just to see profit, and Drive Thru supports all of their bands. 

Tyler: They come to the shows and sing the songs. They work their ass off, and 
they know what they're doing. All the bands on Drive Thru love the label. 


Skratch: Is it strange to have a label based in L.A. when you guys are from New 
Jersey? 

Tyler: We work for ourselves, so we can work on the East Coast and they can do 
the West Coast. So it’s great. 

Gabe: Can you imagine, we are playing to sold out shows two nights in a row; 
it's unbelievable. Also for bands out there struggling, just work hard and keep at 
it because you will meet people who want to help you out like Richard and 
Stephanie, the owners of Drive Thru Records. 


Skratch: What are Midtown’s plans for 2000? 

Tyler: Tour, tour, tour. This tour with Rx Bandits and A New Found Glory will go 
until the end of March, and | guess we have a day of laundry and then we go back 
on the road. 

Gabe: We just want as many people to find out about us as possible and to meet 
people. Like a lot of kids are scared to talk to bands, but if you see us, come and 
talk to us because we just want to meet people and hang out. 


Skratch: Do you have any final comments? 

Gabe: Everyone should check out our Web site, www.Midtown2000.com. 

Tyler: Also, be free to e-mail us about anything, and we will try to write back as 
soon as possible. 

Gabe: The most important thing about the Web site is go on it and sign up on our 
mailing list; that's the most important thing we have, and that way you can get free 
stuff and updates on the band. 

Tyler: Also, don't forget to check out our album, SAVE THE WORLD, LOSE THE 
GIRL, on Drive Thru records. ; 

Gabe: Definitely buy it from an independent store, or you can buy it cheap on the 
Internet. 

Tyler: We want to take this opportunity to thank Stewart for coming on tour with 
us because our drummer Rob could not come on tour with us because he had a 
situation beyond his control involving school. And Stewart went on tour with us, 
and he has been really cool. 


That's all folks. All | can say is to definitely check out Midtown's new album and 
catch them the next time they pass by your town. You will be extremely sorry if 
you miss them. 





fo Limit & SOLiD 
rect) 


THE 
Te a nme 
em 
Cites tt) 


PMT ig 
NEE MAG 
RELGaSES: 


ar a 


s bY 
Yer aston me imamactuilate) 


mio 


PCM UMUC EL Ui) 
tay punisHing or LL ae 


jG ENO OF SANCTUARY 





Mt Sd. 


The Mission 120 combines the POD sensibilities 
TURAL Tact Pe CH 
Cae YELL SUT HC Re nt 
RSC CEL Mea ae 
SER aaa mT, YI) 


Ao 120 


Poy veg eho cM iar) hela eat The $ellout$ Drexel Horo beMive Bes: 4 i aA sabe Bl 
(34 
"Good luck" Mth be Saw "Drop In The Bucket" "No One Told Me" MCPS C UB To thei. tu MSC hae et ta 


PTT AA LLL earn NOP e GON EN WUE: 20010): 20 hs 


$10 ppd. Send 


“ ama or a P.O. BOX 230023, BOSTON, MA 02123 
UL HT iA Fi r] ime a eel ears www. forkinhand. com pert + panty Sarria 


RS a aI 


* Tooth & Nail Records * P.O. Box 12698 + Seattle, WA 98111-4698 - 
2000 N = w R 3 5 EAS 3 ) www.toothandnail.com. « bbe e a Ce Le Ly * www-.solidstaterecords.com 


SLICK SHOES : Pay ya sca eS ay 


et 


y 


pet ele ee 
PEE EO eC CEE 


This Cobifornia puak bond hos finglly come of age and put their aC nea ra ete ets em A ‘ ie Peo kee et ee te ee 
De AAU RR eR cy Ce Sb UUme ee] ae 4 bi berg F ai sera sige soa nbesh eo el 
it sn epee bac’ Oe sh ue unleash songs like “Heroin Hate,” “A New Wound,” and ty they've always had but with so much more dépsh and. Ld ee Ar td 
See oa ae er ere ee ae 


ae ae ae pe ee : att ee 


See warm ey 


UR Le ek ee ae 3 a Re Hy a . — 
ras ipo, chris tizzone, : g Kh ichemete aac ae ame : Pee oe ee 
pes ey ples me ee co oe ‘ eet) Oe eta au a Z ee print i Cote. ine abo N 
ric ap-tack music wth punk nflesnces and female e oo pects a beipes ea OTD a . : Moe Ou LO ce ae 

votols: Thei influences would inclade sych bondé gs, all, © Pee dae hey ihe ad ah de 4 5 | ee 
De eas, Mae ee) : Pcs : = : : 


RECORDS 





| caught up with guys from Mr. 
firley at their practice studio hid- 
den away in a catacomb of 
industrial bleakness in Santa 
Ana. | followed the drone 'til it 
became discernable which 
storefront the music was coming 
from and took a guess. The 
door was open, so | let myself in 
and found the band practicing. | 
found a seat and enjoyed a pri- 
vate little show packed full of 
campy madcap punk rock at a 
frantic pace. They were singing 
about the everyday stuff you 


passat 


encounter every day. You know: the need for a good 
handgun, the need for beer, the lighting of one’s flat- 
ulence--you know, life lessons. 


A few songs later, Mr. Firley stopped for a few so | 
could share some special moments with them. And 
here they are... . 














Skratch: O.K. guys, first question. How many years 
have you been together? 


Scott: Jeff, why don’t you field that one. 
Jeff: About five years. 

Scott: It’s been longer than 5 years. 
Lee: Five and a half since 1993. 

Jeff: No, since 1994. 





interview and photos 
by Scott Wulfestieg 





Scott: Since about 1994, so about 5 to 6 years. 


Skratch: all right, that was one of the easy questions; 
this is going to be a long night! Since you've been 
around for 5 to 6 years, has your opinion of the 
scene changed from then 

to now? 

Jeff: What scene? 


Scott: | think the scene has changed a lot. Some 
say for the better, some say it's changed for the 
worse. A lot of good bands have come out, but | 
think it has gotten a lot more commercial. But | am 
glad to know that there are bands keeping it real, 
instead of selling out what,they got. And singing love 
and 


harmony, which can be good. But when every single 
song is like that; it gets really, really old. 

Skratch: That's for sure. Are you guys a do-it-your- 
self band? Or is there somebody behind the scenes 
pulling strings. 

Lee: Were a do-it-yourself band--all our self. 

Scott: Most definitely! We had an encounter with a 
certain record label that'll remain nameless. 

Jeff: Just drop it. (The whole band laughs.) 

Scott: But anyway, we do it all ourselves. We make 
all of our own CD's; at home we hand-cut all this shit. 
And we put it out on our record label, Draft Records. 
Skratch: | hear you're doing really well marketing 
yourselves on the Web. Is this working out well for 
you, or is it a waste of time? 

Scott: Yeah, we got our Web site, www.mrfirley.com, 
and we sell all our stuff there--T-shirts, CDs--and all 
our upcoming shows are updated on our site. We 
also expanded out to stuff like Mp3.com, and what- 
ever punk page or fanzine that we can try to link up 
to. 


Skratch: Has that helped the draws at your shows? 
Scott: Yeah, it has definitely helped. 


Skratch: You just played a great show with the leg- 
endry Fear and have been doing a lot of shows with 





Split Decision? Do you have any plans for touring? 

Scott: Well, we’re planning to go up to San Francisco with Split Decision this 

summer. And hopefully, in late summer we want to do a full-scale West-coast 

tour. 

Skratch: Oregon and Washington, also? 

Scott: Yeah, all the way up there. vl R 
Ya 


Skratch: O.K. THREE'S COMPANY: Which 
roommate would you accidentally want to walk 
in on when they're dressing? 

Scott: Which season? 

Skratch: Any season you want. 

Scott: | think Mrs. Roper’s got a tight ass for 
her age. 

Chuck: Larry! 































milee: Larry, yup he’s 
the best. 
Jeff: | always wanted 
to see Mr. Firley 
naked, and all his 
wrinkles. 


Skratch: O.K., still on 
THREE’S COMPANY: 
Is Don Knott's (the 
actor who played Mr. 
Firley) still alive? 
Band: YES!!! 

Scott: Don Knott’s is 
alive and_ kicking. 
You can see him in 
movies like 
Pleasantville and on 
some new commer- 
cial for MTV or some 
corporate thing like 
that. 


Skratch: For people 
jthat have never heard 
of Mr. Firley, sum up 
the feel of the band in 
@ one word each. 

Jeff: Masturbation 
eg Ariel: Fun 

b3 Chuck: Punk-ass! 
That's two 
words, but I'll throw -a 
dash in there for you. 

Scott: Well, I'm not good with words, 
but | can say this: We're like 


lighting a blue flame of love. 
Lee: Love. 


Skratch: So basically, you're a 
fun, punk-ass band that loves bes- 
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Lee: Cabbage. What about the cabbage? 

Jeff: Don’t forget about the broccoli. 

Scott: Oh, you can put the broccoli in with the onion soup. 
Lee: And don’t wear silk underwear, because some- 
thing unmentionable happened to Jeff. 
Jeff: (look of distress) 
Lee: And turn out the lights, ’cuz it’s way better that 
way; and make sure no one’s standing too close. It 
happens, man. 


Skratch: O.K. you are in charge of MTV for a day. 
What would you do? 

Band: (in unison) I'd fire everybody. 

Scott: We'd fire everybody and get rid of all their 
dumb-ass TV shows. And have them actually play 
videos in their full length, like they used to way back 
when. 

Tim: What, actual music? 

Scott: Yeah, and I'd ban all those gay-ass boy bands and Britney Spears bullshit 
music. And put on real music. 

Chuck: Not me, man. I'd put Christina Aguilera videos back-to-back. And spank 
it all night long! 

Jeff: Midgets. Yeah, back-to-back midget porn. 

Scott: | would play Dead Kennedy's “MTV Get Off the Air” for three weeks 
straight. 


Skratch: Do you guys have any influences and idols? 

Scott: Now this is going to be’a long list. Dead Kennedy's, the Toy Dolls, Bad 
Religion, the Misfits. . . . 

Jeff: Why don’t we just say a couple of our influences? 

Scott: O.K., there’s my influences: good punk rock. That's my influences. 

Jeff: NOFX, Bad Religion, Billy Joel. . . . 

Lee: Louie Armstrong, aaaaah! The Toy Dolls, Slayer, The Misfits, and Iron 
Maiden. 

Ariel: Morphine, P.J. Harvey, T.V., Fugazi... . 

Lee: Didn't you open up for Ozzy? 

Ariel: And Ozzy. 

Chuck: Jimi Hendrix and marijuana. 

Lee: And SANFORD AND SON. |'m going to name my baby Lamont. Lamont, 
you dummy. 


Skratch: Any shout outs or dirty laundry to air while you've got the chance. 

Lee: Club Mesa. 

Scott: yes, we've got to thank Craig at Club Mesa. He's the badass motherfucker 

that puts on the shows. And all our fans, the ones that come check out our 

shows, visit our Web site, and keep us in business. And the bands we play with 

like Split Decision, Lung Cookie, Drain Bramaged, Donny, and U.S. Crush. 

Lee: | would like to thank Eazy-E for giving me the strength and ability to look 

forward to the future . . . of nothing. 

Ariel: I'd like to thank Agent Super Fizz for making me come all the way to Los 

Angeles. Thank you, guys. 

Skratch: O.K., that brings up another question: Who the hell is Agent Super 

Fizz? 

Scott: We got a new guitar player, his name is Ariel. And he’s all the way from 

Michigan. The band he was in was Agent Super Fizz. 

Chuck: He heard our music on the 
Web. He downloaded some of 

the music and said. “I got 


tiality and lighti fire! NOW eo to join this band.” 
a ee PAINE AO das WOH Scott: So he rode 
& aN O \OAANO}: o oO his bicycle all 
looks) «3G 9 » QO AWNAN y 
\) Was Oe"*—\ io OF G a the way here 
Q e. WP WO? © y 
Skratch: O.K., next AS er; aN ‘00: Ln \ 0 ex? from Michigan. 
question: You have a S WN S 2A? 2404.0 we aa One day we found him behind the 
song called “Blue Ye Na Ae ow We t oe (o Se e dumpster of our studio here and asked him if wanted to 
Flame,” off your AINT NO y a \02 \G ‘ aS KEK swawk 2 join up. 
HIPPIE SHIT release. What 0 so . (eo) oO S\ e OEE We Ariel: | was begging for change, and Scott said “So 
food will assure me a potent and & a RX sy \ o N of are we.” 
bright blue flame. cO Oe soy x KG, ¥ : 
Scott: Oh! That's easy to achieve a really S 8 S x You can reach the band at 
good blue flame. First of all you want to make a © www. mrfirley.com. 


big bowl of onion soup. Then when you're done 

with the onion soup, you gotta down another bowl of 
refried beans. And follow that up with a couple of 
Jalapeno peppers, and your set. 





bey tele Oe) g 


Heroes & Villains/Vagrant Records, 2118 Wilshire Blvd. #361, Santa Monica, CA 90403 
2 5 pea raea IN STORES NOW 


eat www.vagrant.net | www.reggieandthefulleffect.com 








and knowing is half the battle” CD Ip 
$12 US & $13 World 


pee O KE 


ae FW hicdhac 


special low- “price 6 song cd-ep! 

ee high energy pop-punk/ska sounds 
that the others fail to deliver! 

aCe check out one of the best that 
ae the Boston area has to offer! 


order your copy of “this is my girlfriend"for only $6 ppd! 
0 BUCKS! PO BOX 445 MANCHESTER, NH 03105 Buccs 


4. 7-7, Make all checks/money orders payable to nicholas lavallee. 


www .tonyandpals.com/5bucks 





BUTTERFLY 
JOE. 


JHE FORMER DEAD 
MiLKMAN JERKS 
THE UDDERI 


by d-ogrrrl 
coolgrrris.com 


He’s not dead, he just ain’t milkin’ it 
anymore! That’s right, Joe Genaro, the 
writer-singer-guitarist of the Dead Milkmen, 
has a new gig going on. Butterfly Joe is the new 
band out of Philly that includes other former\, 
dairy delivery dude Dean Clean and mixes 
Genaro’s eclectic musical taste with innovative %e 
arrangements, scorching lyrics, and trademark pop 
quirkiness. Their self-titled debut album was just 
released on Razler Records, so 
we took the opportunity to chat 466945 
up Joe about the new band, life it S my 
ckna 


Skratch: Do you write all the songs on this CD? 

Joe: Pretty much. A friend (Chris Seegel) helped me with “April 
May June July”—the words—and Dave Blood wrote “Wisconsin” 
for me. 


Skratch: Where does your songwriting inspiration come from? 
Joe: Reading cereal. 


Skratch: Of course! But who’s the inspiration behind the “Happy 
Imbecile Song”? 

Joe: | am! We were doing this gig in Ann Arbor, and | was really 
upset by the security so | slammed my guitar on stage—not like 
Pete Townsend who does it over and over—but once, and it 
shattered into like a million pieces. | really liked my guitar. And 
we were touring, so the next day | had to go out and spend all 
my money buying a new one. In 
Michigan. After the show | 
was feeling really 
stupid about. it, 
and we were all 
staying in like 
a Motel 6 so 
| went into 
























7\ights, so | 
had to write 
and record it in 
the dark. 


Skratch::How perfect! 

Your PR_- guy, Brain 
Yaeger, was just telling me 
about how he saw a punk kid with a 


“s ” | Dead Milkman cow tattoo at the grocery store, and then 
oe Anocied ae Ae Actually t e driving through Century City, he saw a Dead Milkman 
imbecile Sona.” e bumper sticker on a luxury SUV. Why do you think your 

9- wno l e na ne 1S music appeals to such a wide range of fans? 
Joe: | have no clue—that’s a mystery to me! Whenever | 
Skratch: Interesting band name, B u t r y get a royalty check in the mail, I’m dumbfounded— 
where does it come from? Fa I rweat ie ie my grateful, though. 
Joe: It’s my nickname. Actually ene Cal led Me 


the whole name is Butterfly 
Fairweather—my friend called 
me that because he said | look 
like a hippie [laughs]. But | didn’t 
want to use that for the band, 
and most people know me by 
Joe, so we called it Butterfly Joe. 


Skratch: There are so many different styles of music on this CD; 
what are your musical influences, and how would you describe 
the CD to someone who hasn’t heard it yet? . 

Joe: To someone who hasn’t heard it before? Something you 


probably don’t want to listen to [laughs]. | like all styles of 


music. When | was little, it was the Beatles and kiddy music— 
but you probably don’t want to go back that far! In high 
school, it was Bob Dylan and | adopted his style—folky stuff. 
Then in high school and early college, | was into all that punk 
stuff: the Damned, Blondie, Sex Pistols, Social Distortion, the 
Minutemen. Then country western, disco, Latin music... 


Skratch: Did the success of “Punk Rock Girl” surprise you? 
Joe: Yes! Especially the video. | mean we’d been making 
videos—it’s something you gotta do for the record 
labels—and “Punk Rock Girl” was just another one. It def- 
initely got more people to our shows, though. 


Skratch: Is it hard to follow up after such a big hit like that? 
Joe: | have very fond memories of that period of my life. | felt 
really confident, and | thought we were writing our best mate- 
rial. It’s just that the next album wasn’t as big a hit. And then 
you ask yourself, well why not? Because | like it! | mean, | like 
“Punk Rock Girl,” but this is as good, going in a nicer direction. 


Skratch: What’s the most rewarding thing about making music? 
Joe: Tuning. 


Skratch: There’s a song on the CD called “Life is Better in the 
Movies.” Do you really think so? 

Joe:1 was just going to go out and rent a video, actually. | always 
get cheered up! I’ve loved movies from when I was little. It’s a 
nice little fantasy world in and of itself. | wish | had that kind of 
talent that | could either direct or write a movie. 





Skratch: Maybe you will some day. Is that something you’d seri- 
ously like to do? 
Joe: Umm, perhaps, perhaps, but I don’t think | will do anything 
that’s any good! 


Skratch: | know you said before you like all kinds of music, but 
are there any bands you currently dig on? 

Joe: The Melvins. | like Ween at the moment. | love Fugazi—saw 
them recently. | don’t get to go see too many bands these days. 
The last thing | saw was New Kids-- 

Skratch: [interrupting] Not New Kids on the Block! 

Joe: No, no! Not New Kids on the Block. Kids in the Hall! Kids in 
the Hall! | always get their names confused. | love the Mermen— 
| wish they’d come through here. 


Skratch: Is there a good music scene in Philly? 
Joe: No, because everyone misses 
it when they tour! | don’t 
know what it is about 
Philly, but nobody 
wants to play here. 


Skratch: What about 
the local scene? Do 
you guys play 
there? 
Joe: Yeah, we just 
did a gig at the 
North Star Bar with a 
band called Slo Mo 
and Lee Charleton-- 
he’s also on Razler 
[Records]. There’s a band 
called Low Budget that I’m also in. It’s 
garage rock. | don’t write the songs, | play keyboards. It’s fun 
stuff garage rock! My fave local band is Farquar Muckenfuff. It’s 
a name they got out of an old yearbook—it’s a real person’s 
name! 





Skratch: What do you listen to when you drive? 
Joe: | listen to the radio a lot and put on whatever tape | can 
find. 


Skratch: More importantly, what do you sing in the shower? 
Joe: 1 make up stuff. 

Skratch: And do you turn the lights on? 
Joe: No! 


Skratch: Your songs are filled with subtle and 
sometimes very overtly political and social 
statements. Do you consider yourself a politi- 
cal guy? 

Joe: Not really, but you’re political just by 
living. If you care enough about something, 
you’re going to be somewhat overt about 
it. We’re all social creatures and try to 
have influence on what happens. 


Skratch: We have a writer named Jenn X 
who credits you with saving her life, and 
I’ve met others who feel similarly about 
your music-- 

Joe: [interrupts me] Well, you probably ¥ 
won’t be hearing from any people who are 
dead because of the Dead Milkmen! 
Skratch: Uhhh... yeah! What | meant was, do 
you think about other people when you write 
your songs, or do you write for yourself? 

Joe: Sometimes | think about a particular other 
person and sometimes I’m writing for myself, but | 
can rarely think of a mass of people. | consider writ- 
ing a self-indulgent thing. 


Skratch: Do you write songs whenever you're inspired, or do 


you consciously sit down and write enough to fill a CD? 

Joe: | can’t write that way—I just write whenever. | would feel 
crazy pressure if someone were to go “It’s time to make a CD!” 
| won’t even say I’m going to make a CD until | have enough 
material. That’s the way | make the little tapes | give away to 
people as well. I’d psyche myself out if | had to work that way. 


Skratch: Your CD is filled with humor, what makes you laugh? 
Joe: Movies, Monty Python, Brain Candy--The Kids in the Hall. 
Ween can make me laugh, my friends can make me laugh, 
Rodney [Linderman] still makes me laugh, South Park makes me 
laugh. 


Skratch: What’s up with the circus thing on Honey Jar? 
Joe: Oh, that’s all Andy [Bresnan]. We recorded that as a band 
and then basically erased every inch and let Andy do every- 
thing. He put it all together and played every instrument. When 
you hear it live, it will sound totally different [laughs]. 


Skratch: We’re gonna post an mp3 along with the interview on 
coolgrrris.com. What’s your favorite song on the new CD? 

Joe: “Fancy Walls,” the sixth track. It’s the biggest mp3—it’ll 
take forever to download! 


Skratch: Smart man! Are you 
touring for this album, coming 
out to California? 

Joe: Umm, we’re not plan- 
ning anything. We have 
families and babies and 
things. And we figured 
everyone in California 
will eventually come to 
Philadelphia—we’re 
gonna get a kickback 
from the tourism industry. 


Thanks so much to Joe for 
taking the time to talk to us. The 
Butterfly Joe debut CD is available 
from www.razlerrecords.com and all 





major record stores. 





















“I’m not good at anything 
> And | don’t really care 
As long as there’s remote control 
And a big fat easy chair 
| could be a famous actor 
Touring on a train 
Life is always better in the 
movies 


My life as a screenplay 
would be 

Difficult to sell 

There’s lots of middle and 
no end 

And nothing much to tell 
All my favorite boring 
parts 
Would wind up on the floor 
Life is always better in the 
movies” 
--Joe Genaro 
“Life is Better in the Movies” 
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Becoming Interview for Skratch Magazine 


apPR 5 PAID 


When: Sunday Afternoon April 2, 2000 
Where: The Becoming practice pad 
People Involved: All members of the band Becoming and Mikey from 
Pimp Daddy Productions Street Team 
It Went like this... 


Mikey: First, | want to get the official prelimi-§ 
nary statistics out of the way. Who is 
Becoming? > 
Jay: Becoming is...Me on Guitar and ae 
Vocals, Ryan on Drums, Jerry on Bass, and Jim @eeaeaemnaas 
on Guitar. 

















What would you consider Becoming's musical style? 
Jay: “New Age Heavy Metal’, | think that describes it best 
if you have to label it or classify it as something. 


Mikey: Sounds kind of stoney. 
Everyone: [laughter] Yeah that's right. 


Jim: “as he fires 

up a joint’** 
“Speaking of 
stoney”... 


Mikey: Right 
fon guys, thanks! 
Where do you 





Semmes QUYS See the music 
i industry or trends 
going in the near 
future? 

Jay: Who 
knows. There is a 
lot of cookie-cutter 























Mikey: Where are you guys from? 
Jay: Becoming is from the San Francisco 
Bay Area. We are all natives of this place. 


Mikey: How old are you guys? 


+e 26 @acrap out there now 
Ryan: 22 fathat makes me 
Jim: 20 nautious. They all 
Jerry: 22 


sound the fuckin 
same. It seems like 
there is a ton of 
bands that sound like Rage Against the Machine or Korn. Here in 
the bay area, everyone thinks they are Machine Head or Bio-Hazard. 
| dig Machine Head, but think it's sad they have so many bands try- 
ing to get on their dick, | feel sorry forem. It is also sad to see 
that N'Sync or the Backstreet Boys sell so many albums. The only 
reason is tons of exposure and media attention combined with air- 
play. That is not music, at least in my opinion. | don't want to 
offend anyone, but seriously people, come on, they are like Milli 
Vanilli. 


Mikey: | Where did you guys come up.with the 

name Becoming? 

Jay: | read this saying and at that moment in my life it made so 
much sense with everything | was going through. “Reality is taken by 
dreams and dreams are realized through becoming”. It's the bringing 
of completeness from non-being to being. 


Mikey: That is pretty deep, | like it. 
Ryan: When some one asks me ‘'Becoming what?" | just say ‘‘All 
night long”. 

(Laughter all around] 


Mikey: What is it that you guys are trying to accomplish with 
your music? 
Jay: If someone or anyone, who needs a release from their 
everyday life puts on our CD, starts rockin’ out and can start feel- 
in’ stronger about what ever is messin’ with their world and is able 
to find comfort and strength, then we feel that we have accom- 
plished one of our goals. Another thing is that we strive to cre- 
ate audio soundscapes of “quality musical content’ that are true 
to heavy metal and instrumental music. 







“You never know what 
you are going to be in 
the mood for after you 
have smoked a round or 








Mikey: Who are some of your influences or bands that got you 
guys pumped up and into playing music? 


Ryan: Iron Maiden and Venom » AP 

Jay: Early Metallica, Pink Floyd, Hendrix two 2 

Jerry: Fuckin Slayer % $ 7) 
Jim: The Doors and Bob Marley Ip 


Everyone: Fuck yeah! 


Everyone: [Laughter] 
Ryan: | am hoping that there will be a huge resurgence in heavy metal 
and that one day we will have heavy metal as the main stream music. 


Mikey: Cool influences. 





Mikey: That 
wouldn't it? 
Everyone: Fuck yeah! 


would be _ nice 


Mikey: Some people think or 
consider bands like Korn and Limp 
Bizkit new metal. What are you 
thoughts on this? 

Jay: | disagree. They are 
more like hard core rap grunge kind 
of stuff. The kids can relate to it 
though which is great but personal- 
ly, | think Faith No More smokes 
Korn and Anthrax is the original rap 
metal gangster moshers along with 
Run-DMC and Aerosmith. 

Jerry: {singing] Walk this way... 
Everyone: (laughter) 


Mikey: Well, It sounds like you 
guys listen to a wide range of 
music. 

Jerry: Yeah that is for sure. You 
never know what you are going to 
be in the mood for after you have 
smoked a round or two, 

Everyone: [laughter] “Passing Joint 
Around’** 

Jim: Some days you want 





Grindcore, then other days you 
want Steve Vai. 


Ryan: You gotta mix it up you 
know. 
Mikey: What do you feel sets 


Becoming apart from other bands? 
Jay: Weare: like brothers. 
Each band member has respect for 
and trusts each other. A lot of 
bands have internal drama that we 
try to steer clear of. Also, each 
member can play guitar, bass, & 
drums, so the music has depth and 


diversity. 

Mikey: Impressive. Not ‘many 
bands can do that. 

Jay: We all feel very lucky 


about that. It gets pretty fun when 
we are jamming at practice trading 
off instruments and stuff. It is damn 
near psychic. 


Mikey: Tell me about the new 
Becoming album, “Regeneration”. 
Jay: It's our first full length CD. 


We Recorded, Engineered, and 
Produced the album ourselves at a 
recording school. It was amazing! 
It was a great learning experience 
and the results are fantastic! Most 
of the songs were written while | 
was homeless and couch surfing. It 
was tough but, I'll never forget 
where | came from. That is a 
promise | made to myself long ago. 
Everything you: work hard for is 
meaningless unless you know who 
you are and have people to share 
your dreams with and be happy. 
When you struggle you gain know 
edge and strength, and in the end 
you are usually rewarded. The trials 
of life are what shapes who you 
are. The Title “Regeneration” is a 
very symbolic title to me because 
the song Regeneration was one of 
the first songs | ever wrote when | 
was still a teenager. Then | played 
in a few bands that did not make 
me happy or feel right. So when 
Becoming got together | dusted off 
the song and injected it with some 
young blood from my new team. It 
fits perfect for the album concept 
and 
musi- 
cal 
direc- 
tion. 


Mikey: What are your plans for 
the near future? 

Jay: Pretty soon we will sign a 
distribution deal unless we get 
picked up by a label that is worth 
our time, but we have been pimpin’ 
through the 
web site 
and on the 
streets so 
far with 
great results. We are all hard work- 
ers and are very proud to have 
come this far as an independent, 
self-run band. 


Jerry: This is something that we 
all truly believe in. 

Jim: Till the end, my friends! 
Ryan: Yeah baby! 

Jay: Everyone who likes to 


check out new music that will rock 
their fucking speakers should check 
out Becoming at www.iuma.com to 
get some free MP3's. Also go to 
the official band website at 
www.becoming.cc to win a free CD 
We also sell the CD's through the 
website too, so go get you some. 
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SEVEN BLANKS 


www.mp3.com/sevenblanks 


FEATURING HITS: 
MY DOG PEANUT 
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teen Tel FLY IN MY SALAD 


HEC MIA Me ALOR OMS ate nae aks 
and want some Seven Blanks in your CD player send cash 

ec usin hen 
Seven Blanks 

P.O. Box 15213 
AAAS she hs) 
If you have internet go and get SEVEN BLANKS now! 


Only $8.00 
Postage Paid! 
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Orders, demas, inquiries to 

Broken Down Volvo of Hate 

e/o Michael Subvert 

4228 Fine, 2n@ Ylr, Phila PA 19104 
(cheeks, m0. payable to Michrel Macomber) 


http://bdvoh.freéservers.com 
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Skratch compilation CD, 
out May 2000. 
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Split CD with Young 
Hasselhoffs, The Goons, ‘ 
and more! §$6 


Full length CD.. 
$8 thru the mail 
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ow these guys are ‘still unknown’ is a total 
use so far as I'm concerned they are 
st pop-punk bands around these days. 
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tchy, bass-lines that both 
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THE JOHN WILKES KISSING BOOTH 
The Hub 
_ withistraandthe frank falupatrio = =§ = 
eee AMAL BO. 2D ccs irrriereerrursurumrcnnerenonmanaier 
Uy Riek Kane - << 


S 
,* 


«THE JOHN WILKES 
KISSING BOOTH IS GOOD 


Disneyland's fireworks have just burst over the Orange County night and 

The John Wilkes Kissing Booth is tuning up to play at the hub cafe in Fullerton. 

There is a row of high school girls camped out in the front, and 30-40 somethings perched in the 
back. 

| figured if they had a high school draw they had to be another ska band with fancy suits and clever t- 
shirts, but what's up with the melded demographics? But there would be no ska. 

| must admit that when | go to most rock shows | sit with lifted brow waiting to be impressed...and | 
am rarely impressed, by the way. Most bands blab and tell meaningless jokes inbetween songs about 
boners and Mr. T. 

This band was going to be different. | have begun to pour bitterness into my local band listings 
search and thought I'd come to see The John Wilkes Kissing Booth for the obscure name... as a joke. 
Upon arrival | realized 

there was nowhere else to stand but out in the friggin’ parking lot. The band's emotive lyrics and- 
compelling rhythms have brought a unique sound to the Southern California music scene, a 
non-traditional take on rock 'n roll with a deft intellectual sensibility 

and mesmerizing melodic qualities which caused some sort of internal upheaval inside my gut and 
made me pack up my pen and forget where | was. They were the best local band I've seen in 7 years. 
-Microphones and flashlights spinning like electric nooses 

-A slideshow of wildness and control 

-Sonic and melodic guitars blended tightly, heart seizure material, without all the shoegazing 
-Beautiful high school girls, their focuses locked on each members flailing sweat 

-The bass player, arching his back like a monument over St. Louis f APp 
-A voice to remind you of something you lost and can never have back 

-The pounding and texture of the manic drummer 

-Evocative poetic metaphors: 

"kiss me hard like a man on death row... then I'll need no pardoning-" 

| can say they are they are cookie dough when you shouldn't be dippin' your fingers into the friggin’ 
cookie dough. 

They are the sound of trapeze artists removing their nets. 

They are romantic american rock where you need it the most. 

They are a band that will definitely be bigger than the blow monkeys. 

Contact them at derrick @derrickbrown.com 
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MAY 2000 TOUR 
In support of their 16 song full length cd debut entitled “Counting Down’ 
on Smorgasbord Records 


5/5/00- Philadelphia, PA.... w/ Kill Your Idols, Indecision @ The Kill Time 
5/6/00- Pittsburgh, PA.... w/ Kill Your Idols, Indecision 


5/7/00- Morgantown, WV... w/ Kill Your Idols, Indecision, Looks Like Rain 
@ 123 Pleasant St. 


5/8/00- Cincinnati, OH.... w/ Kill Your Idols, Indecision 

5/9/00- Louisville, K w/ Kill Your Idols, Indecision @ The Pandimoneum 
RAO KUM TTT Oro 

5/11/00- Galesburg, IL Knox University 
5/12/00- St Louis, MO ??The Creepy Crawl 
5/13/00- tba 

5/14/00- Colorado 

5/15/00- tba 

5/16/00- tba Paw Gk 
5/17/00- tba 16 song full length 


oe ee 


5/18/00- Wilmington, CA.... @ PCH Center (erniévanslam @ hotmail.com) 
5/19/00- San Diego, CA.... @ Che Cafe (circlepit] @ aol.com) 

5/20/00- Santa Barbara, CA.... @ The Pickle Patch (dimmakrecs@aol.com) 
$/2.1/00- San Francisco ????Gilman street 


Dates and venues subject to change. Please check the Fast Times official web 
page for final confirmations http://www.angelfire.com/nj2/Fasttimes/ 


PTH URS ae Bras LY Uy 
entire Smorgasbord catalog@ 
AA Ae bia el tt) 








SoCal's Shocks of Mighty 


Original Reggae Music, Grown With Southern California Sun 





my ARTE 


*For CD’s, booking, and info contact: 
SMT Records 

*\ (760) 633-804 } 

1431 Marquette St. 

Oceanside CA., 92054 


Beyend The Valley... 


HR643-1p/cd eut May 16th, 2000 


"Jee queer is the King ef pep-punk." -snredding Paper 


"The premier pep-punk band en the planet." -siant Revot 


Also Available from the Queers: Punk Rock Confidential HR636-Ip/cd/cs 


HOPELESS RECORDS PO Box 7495 Van Nuys, CA 91409 Mailorder Prices: cd-$10 Ip-$7 EM gles Cos eCel-MorTO MM tlm CoM COledT eT Mel eel tee (6|s Baars 
order online at www.hopelessrecords.com 





Ki Gri S PunkRodk 
Is Back 


Keep an eye out 
for an upcoming 
full length..... 
Sooonlll! 





Be sure to catch The Logs on these compilation CD's 
SCRATCH VOL: #8, INNEREALM MEDIA, Planned Parenthood 


iversid 
April 28 @ El Bur os (1032 ypress msile) W/ Total Chao 
38. 00 do as s, 216 thy B09- 343-9333 


Featuring: Voodoo Glows Skulls, 

Stil Dreadtul, Assorted Jely Beans, The Chump, Sete 
Backside The Stuff Pitboss, Lunch Truck, Taal Chaos, Mino AoW. 
SVD, Sick Sene, Tribal Lust & The Horney Natives, © HSA Peete 
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f Many more of Riverside's Sisters and Brothers TULA 
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INTERVIEW WITH 'PHE DRBONATRES MU 

This interview was conducted by Primo of Rivercidal Syndicate 
Records and Ryan Yomazin (keyboard plaver of The Debonaires) 
Primo: Ok, Ready? Here we go. 
Ryans Yeah. 
Primo: What is your name & what do you play? 


Ryan: My name is Ryan Yomazin 6 I play Organ, Piano and 
Melodica, for The Debonairas, 


Primo: Who else is in Phe Debonaires, & what do they play? 

Ryan: Woody Diaz (Drums}, Jason Napayon {Bass}, Mike Presser 
{Lead Guitar}, Mano Mirande (Rhythm Guitar), Ryan Tomazin 
{Orqan, Piano, & Melodica}), Tom Cook (Trombone), Chad 
haner {Trombone}, Dave Sakover (Tenor Sax), Josh Bergee’ 
{Trumpet}, Kip Wirtzfeld (Yanor Sax, Lead Vocals}. 

Primo: Where are you from & whan did you form? 

Ryans Late 95° in Riverside, California, by Dave Sakover, 


Primo: And bow would you daseribe your sound? 





Ryan: fhe sound Y think, it's just a variety of Jamaican styles 
ef the early 60's. Jamaivan Ska, Rocksteady & early 
70's Reggae, Other influences of Soul, Jazz & American 
R&B, 


Primo; whe are younxy parsonal influences, or wha did you grow 
op listening to? 






Ryan: <i grew op Listening to a lot of different kinds at 
styles of music, and then everybody started listening 
to a lot of Punk Rock & then Traditional Ska, & Reqqae,. 
Jackie Mitto, & Winston Wright are two of my personal 


influences & then Jimmy Smith. And Melodica, it was e 
&ugustos Pablo, & over all band was definitely was Wd e 
The Skatalites, Desmond Dekker, foot's & The Maytals, § R e 
e 
e 


Prince Buster, Lord Creator and Al Green, ed BX 
Primo: How did you come up with the band's name? ¥ 


. 
Ryan: I don't remember correctly, bub T think either Mano's @ 
girlfriend came up with it, or one her girlfriends friend. e 
Xk think we just wanted to, well at the time we all wore 
suits when we'd played at shows, so we wanted people ta ® 
think we were suave or urbane, That is what Debonaire - 
Means. 
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DILLENGER ESCAPE PLAN 
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12932 eer eS #4 
Tustin, CA 92780 
714 505-6626 
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"BK whole new found fiom the Bay a 
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"Damn, these three are twisted.’ 
j Ke Cryo) Zine 
naa TS 't your ordinary kind of band.” “Gy 
S ~John, From Toronto 
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po Sa poise sae ran) valleyview cypress, ca 90630 
> Bionic Records-fullerton 2466 e. chapman fullerton, ca 92831 
> Bionic Records-huntington beach 16101 bolsa chica huntington beach, ca 92649 


Turing Machine 
“A New Machine For Living” 


LP/CD JT1044 


2310 Kennwynn Rd. 


Various Artists arr RE rer 
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Vic Godard Long Term Side-Effect 
Caberat-style rock ‘a’ seul from ex-Sabway Sect 
eo it ee 
Lou Reed meats Squirrel Nut Dppers, wheal 


Kid Dynamite 
“Shorter, Faster, Louder” 
LP/CD JT1045 


Wilmington, DE 19810 jadetree@jadetree.com/jadetree.com Order on-line at jadetree.com 
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FROM THE TRIPLE X FAMILY OF LABELS 





> Greene Records 12932 newport ave.#4 tustin, CA 92780 
> Middle Earth Records 10357 lakewood blvd. downey CA 90241 
> Cd City 33527 yucaipa blvd. suiteC5 yucaipa, ca 92399 


> Aron’s 1150 north highland ave. hollywood, CA 90024 


Pedro the Lion 


“Winners Never Quit” 
LP/CD JT1046 


The Explosion 
CDS JT1047 


THE SUICIDE 
MACHINES 
CD Release Party 
With: Fall Out, 
Automatic 7 


2/11/00 @ The Roxy Theater 
West Hollywood, CA 
by Punk Rock Princess 


The Roxy theater is not known for showcas- 
ing that many great punk acts, and when 
there is one, the shows tend to be more like 
a punk rock fashion show than anything else. 
Too much security, outrageous parking fees, 
and three dollars for bottled water can drive 
most people insane, especially a teenager 
with little or no money. This show was free, 
though, and it featured Detroit's Suicide 
Machines. It was all ages. But again, it was in 
Hollywood. 


The first act was Fall Out, local heroes from 
Long Beach, California. |! had heard a lot 
about this band in the past year, but had 
never seen them live. The show was packed, 
brimmed, and overflowing to capacity, and | 
had to squeeze my way to the front to get a 
better look at this 5-piece band. | was more 
than impressed; basically, | was blown away 
by Fall Out. With member ages ranging from 
the teens to early 20s, Fall Out attacked the 
stage with extremely fast and furious punk 
rock, ska, and hardcore--a lot like their 
headlining counterparts. Fall Out has a 
sound that is powerful yet catchy as hell, and 
the mosh pit behind me grew like a behe- 
moth tidal wave. |! was engulfed with the 
energy of the crowd and had to take a few 
minutes or so to rest with a nice small glass 
of four-dollar Pepsi. Go figure! 


The next band that night was Automatic 7--a 
much older act than Fall Out. They seemed 
tired and uninterested; they weren't very 
energetic--quite boring to tell you the 
truth. Screaming out Social Distortion-like 
riffs, the singer put the crowd to sleep. The 
crowd was overpowered with 21-and- 
under kids who wanted to move, and this 
was not the music to mosh to. After a very 
short 20-minute-or-so set, Automatic 7 was 
done. | didn't even realize it until the house 
music played some faster punk rock. Again, 
they weren’t a bad band, just the wrong act 
to be stuffed between the energy of Fall Out 
and The Suicide Machines. 


| love it when some kids just don't know 
where to stand when it comes to seeing the 
Suicide Machines. Some think being 
crammed like a sardine in front seems like a 
safe haven from the mosh pits in the back. 
Most don't understand that the front is 
where it gets the craziest. The Suicide 
Machines started the show with tunes off 
their oldest album, Definition By Destruction, 
which got the crowd into a shark-like feed- 
ing frenzy of flying bodies. What makes the 


Suicide Machines so enjoyable is the level of 
energy and power they bring to the stage, 
the catchy mind-numbing choruses, and the 
crowd interaction. It seemed like everyone 
knew every single word to every single one 
of their songs . . . even the songs off their 
new album (which was not even in stores 
yet). | had the honor of singing along to such 
hits as "Brake The Glass," "S.0.S," "So Long," 
"Hating Hate,” "Someone," and "Black and 
White World." The crowd really showed 
their love and respect for this 4-piece outfit, 
and the Suicide Machines showed their love 
back by playing song after song without 
stopping a minute. There are not that many 
bands out their anymore that show this level 
of intensity and excitement. Again, even 
though | paid $11 for parking, this was a 
show | will never forget. 


Wesley Willis 
Today Is My 
Super 
Spaceout Day 


2/26/00 @ Gypsy Lounge, Lake Forest, CA 
photos and text by David Turbow 


On February 26th, 2000, I saw Wesley Willis at 
the Gypsy Lounge in Lake Forest, California. 
About 125 rock fans were there. The jam ses- 
sion was a success; it was awesome. Wesley 
Willis can rock. Wesley Willis can roll. He 
could whip a llamas’ ass with a belt. 


| Technics 





One of the opening bands was Today Is My 
Super Spaceout Day from Chicago. The band 
took the stage; the crowd roared like a lion. 
Wesley was sitting in a chair selling mer- 
chandise. He pulled Page in toward him. 
Wesley said, "Butt my head." 

Page said, "No, I'm scared! It'll hurt." 
Wesley said, “It won't hurt. Butt my head." 
So, Page reluctantly butted heads with 
Wesley. 

Then Wesley said, "Now say ‘rock’." Page 


said, “Rock.” Wesley followed, "Now say 
‘ROLL’!" Page said, “Roll.” Wesley said, “Say 
"ROCK"! "Rock," she replied. "Say ROLL!" he 
continued. "ROLL!" Wesley laughed, then let 
go of her. "T-shirts are $10," he said. So, | 
bought one, and then he did the same to me. 
Then Wesley said, "Now it's time for me to sit 
my ass down and ROCK!" The crowd roared 
like a lion, again. Wesley started to play 
songs from his new compact disc GUITAR 
ROCK OF THE AGES. He could really whip a 
snow leopard's ass. 


Somebody shouted out, "Play ‘Chickencow’." 
Wesley said, "Fuck that shit! I've already 
played that song about 5,000 times." Later, 
someone shouted out another request and 
was greeted by Wesley with a "Suck my 
dick!" Wesley Willis then played some of his 
songs from the new CD, such as "I'm Going To 
Kill You"; "Neurosis Can Rock, Neurosis Can 
Roll"; and, my personal favorite, "Outburst 
Hellride.” In that song, he tells the male bus 
driver, "Suck my dick," to which the driver 
replies, "Sit your ass down and shut the hell 
up, or | will call the police." 


After the show was over, we went home. 
Rock over London. Rock on Lake Forest, 
California. Burger King. The Home .of the 
Whopper. 


Project 86 
Stavesacre 
EDL 
East West 


2/25/00 At The Backalley 
photos and text by Ashley Rose 


| have to admit: before | saw this show, | was 
not a big believer in Christianity. But being 
among such a large group of believers and 
being in a room so full of love and great 
music was a revelation. When East West hit 
the stage with their hardcore rap lyrics 
exploding out of the speakers, | was amazed. 
No, | was overwhelmed. The spirit and con- 
viction revelead in this band's performance 
was astounding. | have to say the crowd was 





so into the music and the music was so pow- 
erful, | have never experienced anything 
like it. It was like | could feel the Holy Spirit 
engulfing the club; what | didn’t know was 
that this wasn’t even the half of it. 


So when EDL came on, | was still recovering 
from what | had seen previously. EDL tore 
the place up. It was so packed, | could hard- 
ly breathe. They busted out some phat 
rhymes in the name of the Lord, and it felt 0’ 
’ s0 good. People were going crazy: they had 
their hands in the air in worship; it was obvi- 
ous that they could feel the heavenly love 
flow through them. | was speechless, and 


that doesn't happen too often, ladies and 
gentlemen. | could not believe what | was 
witnessing. | wasn't so sure | could handle 
anymore of this intensity. | can barely even 
remember what happened during this set, | 
was so dumbfounded by the events unfold- 
ing around me. 





Stavesacre brought down the tempo from 
fast hardcore to a more deep-flowing, fluid, 
rolling, rhythmic sound. They plunged you 
deep into their minds through music and 
opened up the bright light of the Lord. 


When Project 86 came on, the crowd went 
wild. The swarming mass moved as One, and 
the blinding power of God shone through. 
People were talking in tongues; people 
started fainting. | can see the truth now. | 
can see the light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. | 
am saved. God Bless these bands for showing 
me the way. 


Split Decision 
Mr. Firley 
Lung Cookie 

Donny 


2/25/00 @ KB Club, Long Beach, CA 
by Liz Ortega 


The KB Club has changed quite a bit since the 
last time | was there. The entire motif of the 
once-dumpy bar is now hip and chic! The 
tables and chairs have been removed, 
allowing extra space for all you knuckle- 


heads to roam arounti and slam into one 
another. The sound has also been improved 
since | last set foot in the bar. | think the 
improvements along with the great bands 
featured will definitely draw attention to 
Long Beach's very own KB. In fact, why 
aren’t you people lining up outside the damn 
place? There is life outside of Orange County, 
you know? Well, | better enjoy the breathing 
space now before the KB becomes a glitzy 
cock club! Enough with my rants! This partic- 
ular night was going to be a fantastic one 
indeed! | mean, what’s better than spending 
an evening with the best band ever 
spawned: Mr. Firley! They are just the most 
talented, skilled, and charming group of 
guys | have ever seen! The lineup was amaz- 
ing: Donny, Lung Cookies, Mr. Firley, and Split 
Decision! What a dream come true! 
Naturally, | had to attend this show! 


| arrived a bit late and missed Donny’s set. 
My damn car wouldn’t start, and | was not 
going to walk 3 whole blocks to get to the 
KB! Hell no! | arrived and was indeed disap- 
pointed with myself for missing Donny'‘s set. ! 
heard so many great things about this band! 
| pray to the Lord up above for a second 
opportunity to see Donny again! My sincere 
apologies to Donny! 


Lung Cookie--a band | was curious to see 
because of their name--played a great set! 
They sound just like every hot punk band in 
Orange County, and we all know that ALL the 
great punk bands come from Orange County! 
They remind me of the humorous 
Homegrown, who happen to be one of my 
favorite bands of all time! They played a fan- 
tastic set! They definitely have the energy 
and raw power to set them apart from any 
other band! They blew me away with their 
ability to play so professionally! Their songs 
were the cream of the crop! They had excel- 
lent vocals which were executed nicely! | 
think this band is going places, and they 
should have record execs swarming all 
around them! They really have it going on, 
and | know they are going to be a success! 
Keep rockin’, guys! 


Mr.Firley, whom | was there to see, sur- 
prised me. | rarely have high expectations of 
bands because it ruins the show for me, but I 
went to the show with some ideas of what 
Mr. Firley was going to sound like. Let me 
tell you, Mr. Firley was AWESOME! They are 
funny as hell and very much entertaining. 
They sound like Guttermouth with a dollop of 
NOFX. The lead man, Scott, was the man that 
night! He was amusing and played with over- 
whelming energy. His vocals were like none 
I’ve heard before! Bassist Jeff played as tight 
as a virgin and added some extra amuse- 
ment to the band’s set by pinching Scott’s 
nipples. | thought it was very erotic! The new 
guitar player--i didn’t catch his name--was 
strumming that guitar with such poise and 
ease. The drummer, Leeroy, was pounding 
his troubles away with vigor and control. 
They played songs off their latest release A 
GOOD TIME. One song that caught my atten- 
tion was "So | Bought Myself A Gun," which 
starts off with “I’m sick and tired of being 
pushed around/Sick of my face being shoved 





in the ground/Wanna go out and have some 
fun/ So | bought myself a gun.” | mean, lyrics 
don’t get any more intelligent than that! | 
can definitely relate to that song! All their 
songs come to life on stage, and | think Mr. 
Firley does a great job in putting on shows 
loaded with humor and SOUL! Their quirki- 
ness and off-the-wali behavior shines right 
on out! They are the best band in this entire 
universe! | wonder if they have a fan club...if 
not, | am starting one! 


| was unable to stay for the final act, Split 
Decision. | was with a pregnant hooker that 
evening, and it was way past her bedtime. | 
am sure they were great! They headlined a 
fabulous show which featured Mr. Firley! 
Hello? I’d like to add that the security that 
evening were the bomb diggity! They 
catered to my every whim and made me feel 
right at home! | love the KB Club! | love Mr. 
Firley! | love SKRATCH! | love double-headed 


lIMBECK 
THE PINEHURST KiDS 
\ELGRO 


DRIVING BY BRAILLE 


2/23/00 @ The Chain Reaction 
by Ashley Rose 


This show was awesome. | cannot believe the 
energy and emotion that flowed through 
The Chain Reaction. When Driving By Braille 
took the stage, the whole place was beside 
themselves with emotion. Everyone looked 
like they were on the verge of tears. The 
intensely composed music launching out of 
the house PA enveloped us emo kids with 
sensations we could relate to: teenage 
heartbreak, and things of that sort. The 
presence of the young band was majestic. | 
couldn’t believe what was going on. A unity 
swelled within the crowd that was so great; 
we were bonded by the music of these 
young prodigies. 


After the emotionally overwhelming Braille, 
Velcro took over. This is a foursome featur- 
ing three girls and just one guy. These girls 
were intense. They emanated rawness and 
powerful music. Their Weezer-esque music 
and rhythm made them so easy to like. 
Everyone in the place was moving with the 
music and singing the words. | think | was the 
only person there that didn’t know the 
words. The girls gave it their all, and the 
audience gave it back. What an astounding 
show this was becoming! 


The Pinehurst Kids powered through their 
set; the whole place was down with the visi- 
tors from Portland. Excellent stage presence 
and astonishing music. This band definitely 
has something going for them. | predict big 
Pinehurst Kids press attention in the not-so- 
distant future. | was in shock by this time; | 
never knew an emo show could be so full of 


energy. 


Limbeck, being not so far from home, had 
many fans there that night to witness their 
magic. With their pop-punk riffs and silly 
personalities, they are sure to win you over. 
They have an adorable all-American look 
that the girls go crazy for. They played vig- 
orously through their whole set, never once 
compromising their intense energy and 
stage presence. | am really surprised they 
are not on the radio yet--I mean with them 
being on TV already. 


COCK SPARRER 
STITCHES 
MAD PARADE 
AUTHORITY 
GENERATORS 
SCARRED FOR LIFE 


2/13/00 @ the Variety Arts Center, 
Downtown LA, CA 
by Larry Lugz, Esq. 


What. a night for a historic event. T’was a 
light sprinkle in the air and the hall opened 
early to keep all the fuzzy, cheery punkers 
dry; punks showed up by the busload (liter- 
ally, 45 Revolution in LB rented a bus and 
packed it full of sugar happy punks) and 
were eagerly anticipating the coming event. 
All were waiting for the U.S. debut of 
England’s godfathers of Oi!, Cocksparrer. 
First to hit the stage were Long Beach’s 
Scarred For Life. Now these guys belt out 
some happy-go-lucky hardcore with a hint 
of Metallica-type riffing to keep the whole 
thing sounding fierce and deafening. These 
guys really put 110% into their sonic assault. 


Next to hit the stage were Pasadena’s own 
Generators. Now these guys feature a couple 
of the guys from Schleprock, but their sound 
is a bit different--not much, but it is different 
in it’s own unique way. Now Doug and crew 
belt out straight up punk rock ’n’ roll. Doug 
really knows how to get the crowd going 
and encourages them to have a really nice, 
safe time the whole way. By far one of the 
most outstanding performances of the 
evening, the Generators are a machine to be 
reckoned with. Keep an eye open for these 
guys, | predict they will be the next musi- 
cians eligible for a Nobel Peace Prize. 


Orange County bootboys the Authority were 
next to really WOW the crowd with their own 
brand of breakneck bare-fisted punk. Now 
the lineup, with the exception of Billy, 
seemed completely different from the CD 
lineup. But the flavor was all intact. Billy 
encouraged the audience to sing along 
while keeping the pit at a friendly and fren- 
zied level of positive youthful aggression. 


Following the Authority, squeaky-clean 
punk rockers Mad Parade mixed both old 
and new material and provided a more the- 
atrical approach to punk. For those not in 


the know, these San Gabriel Valley boys play 
a late ’70s/early ’80s style of British-pop- 
influenced punk, in the vein of the Addicts 
and Toy Dolls. 


Following them were South OC’s Stitches 
playing their brand of late ’70s American 
punk. | was too busy drinking alcohol-free 
beverages with Cocksparrer and the 
Generators to catch their whole set. Every 
man has got to do his part for sobriety. 


And now for the moment we were all waiting 
for this evening...Cock Sparrer! Now these 
guys have been making music since the mid- 
’70s and are responsible for practically 
starting the Oi! movement worldwide. The 
crowd was in a hula-hoop frenzy when these 
young-at-heart blokes hit the stage. Yeah, 
they may have aged very well for a punk 
band, but these old timers played like they 
were teenage hooligans all hopped up on 
some great-tasting-and-good-for-you 
whole milk. The crowd was mesmerized as 
the band tore through classics like “Bird 
Trouble,” “Tough Guys,” and “Argy Bargy.” In 
fact, these wildmen Brits had the whole hall 
singing as they belted out Cock Sparrer hits 
like “Runnin’ Riot” and “Run Away Johnny.” 
The climax of the evening was when Cock 
Sparrer had all these Southern California 
kids singing word for word “England Belongs 
to Me,” the would-be Cock Sparrer working 
class anthem. Poised for infamy, Cock 
Sparrer proved that age was nothing but a 
number, as they outdid all the bands that 
came before them this evening. This was a 
show of monumental proportions; and 
hopefully, it was a sign that these Icons of Oi! 
will be returning to woo the masses in the 
not-so-distant future. For all you really nice 
kids who. missed this show because it was on 
a Sunday night: your loss is felt deeply in our 
hearts. Cheers! Oi! and God Bless. 


Cadillac 
(ramps 
Los Invfernos 
throw Rag 


3/4/00 @The Glass House, Pomona, CA 


Flipping through a local publication on a 
Thursday night, | focused my drunken eyes 
on the Glass House’s upcoming shows sec- 
tion. Out of all the featured musical acts, my 
attention was drawn to the Cadillac Tramps 
record release show! The 0.C guys were 
having a party for the release of their LIVE 
album, and all were invited! The long-await- 
ed album, which was recorded at the Galaxy 
Theater and the Casbah early last fall, is a 
collection of all the Tramps’ jams along with 
a few songs off their last album before their 
break up, IT’S ALLRIGHT. The lineup featured 
Throw Rag and the Riverside bad boys, Los 
Infernos. Of course, | couldn’t resist making a 
cameo at this groovy show! 


The 45-minute drive to Pomona was a wet 
and wild one. It poured like a mother and 
eventually caused a traffic jam. Needless to 
say, | missed Throw Rag’s set, but | did arrive 
just in time for one of my favorite bands of all 
time, Los Infernos. These guys are flat out 
rock ’n’ roll! They have it all: talent, skill, 
style, and smashing good looks! Meow! 
There is never a dull moment when these 
rugged bad asses are on stage. It’s full speed 
rock and roll with a beer in one hand and 
a...beer in the other! (So, | like to drink, sue 
me!) They played songs off PLANET KAOS and 
some old crowd favorites like “Go Getter,” “ 
What | Found,” and “ Problems,” which are 
featured on an EP entitled MIERDA VIEJA on 
Giant Squid Records. Like all the ex-Dr. 
Dream bands, Los Infernos is also in the 
limelight with their new release, ROCK AND 
ROLL NIGHTMARE, on Alternative Tentacles. 
It’s about time! The new songs are killer, and 
they are just as intense and hard-driving as 
their previous material, if not better! If 
there is one thing Los Infernos has, it is the 
ability to stir up their audience and get them 
in a frenzy. That is one of the many reasons 
why I like this band so much. They blow up on 
stage and hit full force with their punk riffs 
and rock ’n’ roll manner. Derek Coon spews 
his deadly lyrics and captivates all, while 
Matt and Vince wreak havoc with their 
insane guitar playing. Danny “I! Like It When 
They Call Me Big Poppa” strums the bass with 
so much aggression, he hardly ever has all 
his strings intact. Relieving Ruben River, Curt 
Seymore takes the fellas on a head-splitting 
rollercoaster ride with his ferocious drum- 
ming! Their set was great, and they played 
amazingly! 


After their rekindling early last year, the 
Cadillac Tramps have been playing here, 
there, and just about everywhere. With most 
of the original members back on board 
(minus Johnny Two Bags), the Tramps still 
have that OOMPH and mind-boggling affect 
that hypnotized all back in the day. Now, for 
those that are Cadillac Tramp freaks, you all 
know what goes down at their shows. In 
their LIVE album, the Tramps’ capture that 
raw energy and the many lunacies that go 
down at every show. So, when you listen to 
the album, it makes you feel as though you 
are there. It’s a great compilation of all the 
crowd favorites like “Life On The Edge,” “ 
Drivin’,” and “Cadillac Hearse.” The record- 
release party was awesome and they man- 
aged to please the full house by playing a 
longer set. The Cadillac Tramps have always 
been able to draw huge crowds and possess 
their loyal fans with their wicked, gritty 
garage/punk/rock ’n’ roll! They are absolute 
crazed men on stage, and with the enter- 
taining Gabby fronting the Tramps, there is 
no telling what this old-school cholo has up 
his Ben Davis shirt sleeve! He is the match 
that sets the band’s fire! He is Reverend 
Gabby when he serves the crowd with his 
ridiculous televangelistic sermons--not to 
mention his funnyman persona, the jokes he 
cracks on the troublemakers, and the low 
rider jams he gets into during each song 
break. Gabby is DA MAN! Guitar slingers Brian 
Coakley and Mike Combs hold up the live 
wires and shock you till your pubes go 


straight! “Cool Guy” Warren hits hard and 
pulverizes all with his psychotic bass beats, 
and insane drummer “Spanky” rips your 
clothes off and wipes his hot ass with them! 
Now, with characters like these, who can’t 
resist catching a live Caddie Tramp show? 
These guys are an amazing act and never 
disappoint! The Glass House show was great 
and the people went off to every damn song, 
as usual. | must say that every time | see the 
Cadillac Tramps, the progression in their 
sound is extraordinary. They take their 
music to higher levels, which they achieve 
without difficulty. They are a remarkable 
band with a mission: to spread the noise and 
conquer the world! Viva Cadillac Tramps Por 
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2/10/00 @ The Glass House, Pomona, CA 
by Ashley Rose 


Overhead began with a light and poppy 
sound, their bodies moving with the rhythm 
and stroking of the guitar chords. Sweat was 
glistening on their young, toned bodies. It 
was hot and somewhat steamy in the 
Glasshouse’s side stage. | could barely 
breathe. The young 4-piece mesmerized the 
club with the undeniable conviction of their 
music. Collectively, their spiked hair shone in 
the light as the singer’s rosy lips, glistening 
from licking them, shaped the deeply mov- 
ing lyrics of the songs. 


| had to sit down before The Lonely Kings 
took the stage with their creative merging 
of melodic pop punk with hardcore break- 
downs. This band has an original blend of 
many types of music. Their songs are all cli- 
mactic. They have a pop foundation that is 
hard not to like, and the hard breakdowns 
give them that edge that makes them differ- 
ent. By this time, more people had shown up 
and the place was getting to be even hotter. 
| was panting by the time The Lonely Kings 
were halfway done with their set. They knew 
how to change rhythms, as they went from 
the upbeat tempo of their more melodic 
measures to the breaking into the faster and 
faster and faster and harder parts. More 
sweat. 


When Dynamite Boy came on, they didn’t 
miss a beat. Their super-poppy, familiar, 
catchy-sounding songs came powering out 
of them one after the other. A group of girls 
in the front we’re singing every song word 
for word and reaching out to touch the 
band. By this time, the club was so filled and 
so hot, people were getting wet with con- 
densation. Shirts wereclinging to the sticky 


chests of all who attended. It got so hot, 
people started to take off their saturated 
shirts. It was sticky, warm, and moist with 
over a hundred bodies packed tightly into 
the club. The music was intense. With the 
music and the atmosphere, it was enough to 
make one fee! faint. 


The time between Dynamite Boy and 
Backside gave me a chance to catch my 
breath. At this point, | was filled with antici- 
pation. How could this show get any better? 
Were they going to fuck it up? No way! 
Backside rubbed the crowd raw with their 
street punk, fast riffs, and pounding rhythm. 
It was fast and hard, the way most of us 
punks like it. The rough and firm licks the 
guitarist and bass player spewed out were 
enough for one to physically feel oneself 
being penetrated. The drum’s rhythm was 
the hammering force that was strong 
enough to slam one into a wall. And the 
singer’s voice stimulated the auditory sens- 
es so completely, it was hard to keep from 
shaking. When they threw candy into the 
crowd, the place exploded. Everyone went 
outside to smoke a cigarette. 


Si. PATUV’S DAY 
Wu led 
WHE ASSHOLES 


By Jake Guzick 


The Joint, Los Angeles, CA- If you seem to be 
hearing the word asshole a lot lately, don't 
be alarmed. People arenft talking about 
your personality or your breath. They are 
simply referring to the #1 drawing act in 
Southern California these days, THE ASS- 
HOLES! After the massive success of the 
‘HOLES first headlining tour, ASS.STOCK.2000, 
promoters worried that the group's popu- 
larity, attendance at shows, and even record 
sales might suffer a slight drop-off due to 
over-exposure. Forget about it! | mean 
how can you over-expose an asshole? On 
second thought, forget | asked that. | have 
been covering THE ASSHOLES off and on for 
about three years now and have seen them 
grow from a tiny sphincter of a band to the 
huge smelly spectacle that we all know and 
love today. | have always found them to be 
open and honest, fan-friendly, and thor- 
oughly entertaining. So, whenever I'm on 
the West Coast | immediately look to see 
where THE ASSHOLES are playing. Needless 
to say, the fellas never disappoint. | arrived 
at The Joint a little bit early to catch a buzz 
and prepare myself for the Asshole experi- 
ence. Finally, it was time for the main event, 
THE ASSHOLES! The guys took the stage in 
their usual “calm before the storm” 
demeanor, casually cracking jokes to the 
crowd, belching into the mic, as well as 
doing all those ilittle thingsi that have 
endeared this band to their audience. Now 
it's time to get serious"-- yeah right! They 
started with a song that | hadn't heard yet 
entitled, "Shark Dolphin". Apparently the 
song is about a shark tattoo that drummer, 
Sean Topham has that singer, T-NUTZ says 


looks like a dolphin. Hence the shark dol- 
phin. That's the coolest thing about THE ASS- 
HOLES. They don't take themselves too seri- 
ously. Lead singer/comedian, T-NUTZ keeps 
the crowd in a light-hearted, jovial mood 
while Tim "The Freak of Nature" Rossi (gui- 
tar), Aaron Quinn (bass), and the aforemen- 
tioned Mr. Topham, play their kick-ass brand 
of rock-n-roll with flawless perfection. 
Speaking of flawless, if you like great guitar, 
this is the band to see. Tim Rossi is one of 
those rare players who combine incredible 
musicianship with over the top showman- 
ship. | have been reviewing bands for some 
30 years and | have never seen better. After 
performing their biggest hits, “Finally Over,” 
“Dordy Made a 40," and "Proud to be an ASS- 
HOLE," the guys prepared to end their set. 
Not so fast, jerky! The crowd chanted and 
screamed their name "ASSHOLES, ASSHOLES, 
ASSHOLES" until the band came back and did 
blistering renditions of "White & Skanky" and 
“Sex Maniac”. As the crowd roared and 
swirled around me, | thought to myself. In 
an age of DJ's and dance mixes it is rare to 
find a band whose crowd is so fanatical and 
loyal. If | were a betting man, and some- 
times | am, | would bet that THE ASSHOLES 
will end up on top! 
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BLUE COLLAR SPECIAL 

BLUE COLLAR SPECIAL 

DESTROY ALL RECORDS 

Straight up punk rock, nothing more and nothing less! 
Blue Collar Special delivers a sound reminiscent of 

early Bad Religion with its flowing but jagged riffs and 
socially leaning lyrics that drive and entertain without 
becoming repetitive and commonplace. Raw, raspy 

vocals by the likes of John E. Chops, Rafe, and Joey 

: Buttafuco (no relation | am sure...) coupled with uncom- 
plicated guitars that still manage to retain their substance, a driving bass flow 
and steady drums by Mark help make their sound clean and easy with no bull. 
With lyrics that seem to be taken from pages of the everyday, of life’s dregs and 
street dwelling downtrodden, the common man's diatribe, Blue Collar Special 
puts it out in the open for all to see and hear. Check out the stark reality of "Far 
From Home," and "No Way Out," the barbarian escapades of "so-called" secu- 
rity in “Socially Dependent," and reaching the breaking point in "Had Enough." 
This CD may be hard to find, but worth the search, for more info contact Destroy 
All Records at 3818 Sunset BI. L.A., CA. 90026. Now you have no excuse. 

- JAYMES MAYHEM 





BRADY HARRIS 
GOOD LUCK STRANGER 
LAMPSHADE RECORDS 
Whoa, that really sincere Seattle guy, Elliot Smith, bet- 
ter watch it because Brady Harris is way better looking, 
writes better lyrics, and can actually sing. In fact, he 
sounds almost exactly like John Lennon, which is of 
course, very cool. | like these kinds of depressing songs 
about being alone and drunk and a complete loser in 
relationships. | mean, that's real life. And Brady Harris 
is a veritable fount of sad stories and wistful melodies in which the self-pitying 
listener can wallow. If you love to be in love but always lose, buy this gem. 

: - TEKOLOTE 





CADILLAC TRAMPS 

LIVE 

BYO RECORDS 

It's about DAMN time the Cadillac Tramps came out 
with their LIVE album! The highly anticipated album on 
BYO Records was recorded live at the Galaxy Theater 
early last fall: This album captures the raw energy, the 
liveliness, and the wisecracks from Gabby that make 
the Tramps the most rockin’ band ever spawned! 
Classic Tramps tunes like "Cadillac Hearse," "Life On The Edge," and "Drivin" 
are featured on this collector's item. Also included are songs off their last album 
before their short break up, "It's Alright." The Cadillac Tramps are a phenome- 
nal band that gets the party started right! They are hard hitting, nerve wracking, 
and straight-up rock ’n’ roll! | adore these guys, not only because | am secretly 
in love with every single one of them, but also because they compose kick-ass 
jams and bring them to life on stage. Their fury is toxic, and their music is addict- 
ing! They are one of the few bands that actually give me goose bumps when | 
see them live. A Tramps show is like going to a comedy show. Lead man Gabby 
is a riot! If he’s not showing off his flattering gut or his buns of steel, he’s crackin’ 
on all the misbehaving bad boys and making them the butt of his jokes. Aside 
from being the funnyman, he is an excellent singer. He has great vocals and 
breezes through his low rider jams without hesitation. Guitar work is executed 
with a raunchy style by Brian Coakley and Mike Combs, who are HOT HOT 
HOT! Warren gives you the real deal and plows you deep with his bass playing. 
Drummer Steve Barrios leads the guys through a rock '‘n’ roll hayride with his 
pulsating drumming! This album will compensate for all those Tramp shows you 
missed while doing something foolish like wooing your sleazy skagg or your 
loser bum of a man! It’s a "live show to go" and a MUST HAVE for all you 
Trampas! 





- LIZ ORTEGA 











DEVICS 

THE GHOST IN THE GIRL 

SPLINTER RECORDS 

I've always been a really big fan of the previous releas- 
f es from DEVICS--from the tenderness of "Buxom," to 
ij the delicious melancholy of "If You Forget Me." Sara 
Lov's vocals on the opening track, "Ghost," kick in with 
a bit more authority this time, which brings to mind the 
wonderful howling of Ednaswap's Annie Preven. The 
main difference that | can hear on this latest effort is the 
introduction of "modern" effects, such as Dustin O'Halloran's guitar and Moog 
inklings ("Ghost"), plus a touch of drum programming ("The Smell of Ink"), and 
even some samples. This is unfucking believable! And the DEVICS will never 
give up that magnificently crafted Cabaret vibe that they have to their sound, as 
in "My Beautiful Sinking Ship" or their cover of Geshwin's "The Man | Love." 
Simply sensational...As | dream and anxiously wait upon their next release | will 
play this cd and remember what a beautiful day today really is. 

- DAVID TURBOW 


DIVIT 

LATEST ISSUE 

COLDFRONT RECORDS 

When | played this CD on my stereo at home an audi- 
ble gasp left my mouth. | stood with arms akimbo and 
wracked my brain to think of an album that was any- 
where near as wonderful as this 7-song EP. There are 
songs on this CD that will be remembered for genera- 
tions, the most obvious being the incredible new hit sin- 
gle "American Girl." Some folks will be tempted to call 
this band a skate band or a punk band, but they're so much more than that. 
These tunes transcend the pigeonholes we create for bands and elevate Divit to 
that special place, that otherworldly plane of existence reserved for the true 
masters of their craft: Hendrix, Joplin, and Lennon. The fact that the members 
of Divit are still alive gives credence to the rumors that legends walk among us. 
Now is the time. The hour has come. The masters have spoken. Divit rules. 

- DUG 


ZEKE 
a] DIRTY SANCHEZ 
47 EPITAPH RECORDS 
1 Ride with Zeke! Man, these guys have been a person- 
al favorite of mine for quite some time now. They are 
aggressive, crazed, out of control, and they'll punk the 
shit outta you! DIRTY SANCHEZ, their second release 
on Epitaph Records, includes 15 gut-wrenching punk 
rock cuts that will bring out the "menace to society" in 
you! It has everything that Zeke can possibly dish out in 
less than two minutes, and that's DESTRUCTION! "Let's Get Drugs" and "I 
Don't Give A Fuck" are supercharged with snarling vocals and firm guitar play- 
ing by madman Marky Felchtone, psychotic guitar work by Abe Riggs, boister- 
ous bass. playing by Mark Pierce, and obnoxious drumming: by Donny 
Paycheck--who welcomes you with his middle finger! Their songs are speedy, 
and they deliver hard rock and roll in one punch! In fact, the entire album is awe- 
some, and it'll surely jumpstart your engine in the mornin’! It's amazing to see 
these fellas rock out on stage! Not only do they spit and flip you the bird, but they 
have also been known to vent out on spectators. Their shows tend to bring out 
the hostility in people, and that’s generally not. a good thing. However, it doesn't 
matter when Zeke is on stage. Every single show that I've been to, I've dodged 
beer bottles, spit, instruments, and bodies. But no matter what the hell goes 
down at a Zeke show, it's all worth it! Some will leave with satisfaction and self- 
fulfillment. Others will leave toothless, with a black eye, or in a stretcher. But it's 
all in the name of punk rock, man! Get the album and brace yourselves for a 
good ass whoopin’! : 
- LIZ ORTEGA 











RUDIGER 

S/T 

GRATUITY RECORDS 

So how do you pack so much musical genius into only 
four songs? | don’t have the formula, but, on this EP, 
Rudiger sure does. This effort is similar to the Jon 
Cougar Concentration Camp, the Queers, Screeching 
Weasel, and the late, great Beanfight (R.I.P.). Curt 
Phillips, on vocals and guitars, isn’t afraid to let it all 
hang out; he and his high-pitched raspy voice put some 
genuine emotion into his singing. This self-titled masterpiece is a prelude of the 
promising things to come from these future monsters of rock. 

- SLOSHA 


SATANIC SURFERS 

GOING NOWHERE FAST 

BURNING HEART RECORDS 

Sincere, straightforward lectures on the evils of eating 
meat distinguish this stunning release from the Satanic 
Surfers. | mean, until | listened to this, | never thought 
about meat being murder. It’s an absolutely brilliant 
concept, but only what | would expect from a band 
whose songwriter obviously has a thesaurus planted in 
his brain. What enormously big words these guys use in their songs. Definitely 
a CD to listen to when you're writing one of those freshman comp papers where 
you need to show that you have a big vocabulary. In fact, why not try to prove 
to your teacher that meat is murder? Go for it, and list these four brilliant lads in 
your bibliography. You're sure to get anA. 

- TEKOLOTE 


SNFU 

THE PING PONG EP 

ALTERNATIVE TENTACLES RECORDS 

The Canadian supergroup SNFU has once again taken 
the artistic world by storm with this five-song tour de 
force. Amidst the profound and wonderfully paced 
bouncing of a ping pong ball, the group has managed 
to reveal most of the secrets of the universe. This EP 
will be remembered as the turning point, an existential 
masterpiece, the fabric by which all other works of art 
are to be judged in the future. If | were stranded on a desert island there are only 
two things | would want: one would be a solar CD Walkman; the other would be 
this CD. 





- DUG 


THE INGRATES 

WE’RE GONNA BE SO FAMOUS 

SELF-RELEASE 

Brilliant, revealing lyrics about the trials and tribula- 
tions of being a teenager from this band from the 
"847" area code. | don’t think I’ve heard a song more 
searing and intense than "| Got Beat Up by a Girl." 
And the issues the band examines in "Second Year 
Senior" are gut-wrenchingly real. Many would find 
these songs trivial and banal, but not those of us who write for SKRATCH. We 
know real punk when we hear it. 

- TEKOLOTE 


URANIUM 235 

CULTURAL MINORITY 

MYSTIC MUSIC AND ENTERTAINMENT 

These guys rock! These guys will rock your body hard- 
er and with more non-stop energy than any of the 
metal bands in the mainstream right now. Uranium 
235 makes Korn and Limp Bizkit look like sissies. The 
raw power and energy super charges the album and 
makes the listener entranced in the metal-head experi- 
ence. "Cultural Minority" is an amalgamation of metal, industrial, and hardcore; 
the songs that best attest to this intriguing alloy are "Radio Shut Down," 
"Stimulation," and "Drown." If Uranium 235 keeps putting out albums like this, 
they will definitely be in the mainstream in no time flat. 





- JOE LICAVOLI 











PETER SEARCY 

COULD YOU PLEASE AND THANK YOU 

TIME BOMB RECORDINGS 

Singer/songwriter Peter Searcy seems rooted in the 
classic American style of Cat Stevens, Michael Penn, 
Matthew Sweet, etc. The ubiquitous, jangly-acoustic- 
style, overemotionally-direct lyrics about "You and Me" 
will always have a place in my heart. Even if Searcy 
doesn't really break any new stylistic ground on this 
solo album, he certainly has a pleasant voice, and he also has a knack for writ- 
ing catchy pop/rock songs. "Broken" reminded me of an Elliott Smith tune, only 
sung one octave down. On "Hateful," Searcy puts plenty of energy and spark 
into his vocal performance, and he hits all of those high notes that he strives for; 
big hooks in that song, too. "Nothing" is a little bit too slow and sad for my taste. 
The layering and soloing of guitarist John Speck adds a nice touch to most of 
the tracks on the album. The production by Tim Patalan is crisp without. being 
overbearing. In fact, it's completely over the top. And, of course, as all essential 
American albums should have, at least one track ("Losing Light Fast") is mixed 
with the magic of Matt Wallace. 

- DAVID TURBOW 


STARING BACK 
MANY WILL PLAY 
LOBSTER RECORDS 
| love this band! Only two words are needed to describe 
Staring Back’s new album: this rocks! Staring Back 
combines poppy punk, hardcore, and rock to form a 
unique and individual sound. MANY WILL PLAY is a fol- 
low up to the band’s debut CD, THE MEAN STREETS 
OF GOLETA. The new album shows that the band has 
excelled both musically and lyrically. Each song on the 
album has a different aspect that represents Staring Back’s creative musical 
arranging style. Some of my favorite tunes on the new album are "One More 
Year," "mom," "A Little Something Like This," and "Jump the Sun." | would defi- 
nitely recommend you pick up this album the next time you're in an independent 
record store; or, log onto the band’s Web site: www.staringback.com. 

; - JOE LICAVOLI 


SPICOLIE 

SUBURBAN HERO 

VIGILANCE RECORDS 

Dude, all | need is some tasty waves, cool buds, and a 
copy of that album by that pop punk band that named 
itself after me--Jeff Spicolie, surfer/oburnout icon. Better 
than any band I've ever laid my ears upon, this first full- 
length release from this five-piece from Indianapolis, 
Indiana, will sell more than Ricky Martin’s "Livin’ la Vida 
Loca." Ten tunes, bro, ranging from the breakneck in speed to a few faded jams 
to puff along to. Comparable to the great NOFX or Ten Foot Pole (when they had 
punk rock pitcher Scott Radinsky on vox). This band is bound for greatness, just 
ask Sean Penn. 


Sosa Teter 


- SLOSHA 


FISHBONE 

THE PSYCHOTIC FRIENDS NUTTWERX 
HOLLYWOOD RECORDS 

Once in a great while a CD comes along that can 
change your life and the lives of everyone around you. 
This release, the much anticipated return to the top of 
the charts by LA’s own supergroup, Fishbone, -will do 
more for the state of mankind than any number of trips 
to Asia by Clinton or Gore. No foreign aid package 
could deliver the worldwide unity that a tune like the 
masterpiece "One Planet People" can. This album is the seed, the water, and 
the sunlight that will blossom into world peace. Sly and the Family Stone had no 
clue in the '60s that their song "Everybody Is A Star" would be recorded by these 
modern masters. Now, teamed with the greatest living female vocalist, Gwen 
Stefani, their song has become the battle cry of the New World Order. This 
album is historic in its own right, and that should be enough. But just to show 
how many heads and shoulders they are above every other group on earth, 
Fishbone has acquired the services of the greatest male vocalist in the world for 
this same album. The fact that the king, Donny Osmond, sings on this CD 
should be enough to convince the most jaded critic that this is the album of the 
millennium. 





- DUG 
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Featuring: Alkaline Trio, Mike Park, The Blue Meanies, 7 
Potshot, MU330, Angelo Moore, Softball, Honor System, 
Lawrence Arms, Chris Murray, Link 80, Pos) Me yoo) oa gat rap bi 3 
D and the Kids Table, The Chinkees, Pushover, Dan 
Potthast, . The “Gamits, Apocolypse 
BCD Sie Mee ee eM Sa MT eNmee eba oe 


PLEA FOR PEACE TOUR 2000 


SO ee LLL La 
PERC ae LOM mene ae ee 


BCT PTT ae Cobb ta 


ween 


aed 


ata gn | 
MCSE ata EST) 
Cur A Uma rag 


RECORDS 


TP ee 


PATCHES 


Tt ee 
STICKERS PINS 


EY NS Aol) ey 9 
eee 7a 
562 4938-2757 











KRUNK 
GREATEST HITS 
S.N.U.G. RECORDS 
Pop slathered rock on a bed of punk and served with a 
, side of catchy hooks is what Krunk serves up! With a 
sound lying somewhere between Green Day and 
Smashmouth this quartet fills up songs full of bright 
sounds and happy visions to bob in time with. This CD 
contains twelve mind-numbing tracks that will remain in 
your head for days. A steady and solid blend of music 
built of steel edged riffs courtesy of Dave Whiston, strong bass lines by Tony 
Guarderas, hammering drums by Athena (little sis of ex-Crue drummer and cur- 
rent Methods of Mayhem front man Tommy Lee) and the buoyant vocals Jimmy 
Ratchitt. Stand out tracks include the infectious "Generation X,""U Wish U Were 
Me," and the deep brash groove of "Get Out of My Kountry." A great outing by 
these four, expect to see and hear more of these guys real soon! 
- CHRISTIAN JAMES 
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LAUGHING STOCK 

S/T 

SELF RELEASE 

The late 60s San Francisco vibe that has been so 
missed by Deadheads and deadbeats every where has 
returned in this marvelous release by Laughing Stock. 
The SF band examines a variety of timely issues here- 
-including racism and yuppie angst--while delivering a 
shovelful of searing truths in their timeless lyrics. Bust 
out your black light and listen to "Glow" and "I’m" and pretend that you're your 
mom or dad back in the day. You'll finally realize what you missed out on by 
being born too late to boogie. 


Bees Urata 


- TEKOLOTE 


LEE ROCKER 

LEE ROCKER LIVE 

J BIRD RECORDS 

Well even though the Stray Cats have long since part- 
ed ways and all gone off to pursue solo careers in one 
form or another, one thing can be said even as cliché as 
it may be, a cat has nine lives and this cat still has eight 
left. Featuring Adrian DeMain on guitar, Brophy Dale on 
guitar and slide, and Jimmy Sage on the skins, Lee 
Rocker does what he does best while crooning a mean 
tune, slapping the stuff out of that upright bass! Jumpin’ from the get go, this 
flaming ten track live CD kicks with flavors of old standards and Rocker originals 
that can stand alongside with no problems. From a killer rendition of Carl 
Perkins’ "Restless," a foot stompin’ medley of "That's All Right/Blue Moon of 
Kentucky/Eastbound and Down" and a flaming rendition of "Miracle in 
Memphis," Lee Rocker proves that he can still rock it and rock it hard! Easily this 
live release is even better than studio album, which Rocker released sometime 
ago, delivering the strength, and fullness that it's predecessor lacked. One damn 
fine recording, a fine addition to the collection of any fan of Lee Rocker, rocka- 
dilly music or even for the curious this is a CD worth a listen. 

- JAYMES MAYHEM 


3 NOGGINTOBOGGAN 

j SNAPCASE 

BETTIE ROCKET RECORDS 

There was a time when Christians ruled the world of art 
with people such as Da Vinci, Michelangelo, and Bach 
all contributing to the vibrant Christian art scene. Don’t 
despair, that time is here again as Noggintoboggan, 
God's answer to The Beatles, release a 22-song mas- 
terpiece. Like Michael the archangel storming the gates 
of hell and trashing that wicked and wily serpent, 
Noggintoboggan storm the musical world and wield a flaming sword of Spirit- 
filled hits to vanquish those satanic bands out there. If you've never heard an 
angel sing, you've never heard the heavenly vocals of these young men. Take 
your filthy lucre to the record store, stand up proudly, and purchase this fabulous 
CD. Your heart will thank you, and your ears will be filled with the ethereal 
sounds of the true Kingdom. 

- DUG 


FURY OF FIVE 

THIS TIME IT’S PERSONAL 

VICTORY RECORDS 

Watch out! Psycho jocks on the loose! Geezus, this 
band is scary! They look like they spent a few years in 
the San Quentin Penitentiary. They are big, buff, inked 
up, pierced up, and straight up ruthless! They blend 
hardcore with metal and top it off with monstrous 


oa vocals. Word has it they are New Jersey's "most 
destructive band of all time!" | think they prove to be 

very destructive and problematical with their music, for their band name pretty 
much speaks for itself. Very hard and powerful drum leads, haunting vocals, and 
gritty guitar work. I'm sure this will make you run to your mommy for comfort and 


security or perhaps it’s just me! Twelve tracks with crazy hoodlum lyrics and 
metal-core riffs. Songs-like "It's Over" and "Seasons Change" are dark and 
creepy, while "Hundred Percent Real" and "Two Sides To Every Story" start off 
with a subtle approach, then catch up to you and shank you hard! | recommend 
the freestyle, bebop flows in "Wigga In Da Hood." The entire album is fuckin’ 
hardcore, and | think you should ALL get this before these guys regulate on your 


ass! 
- LIZ ORTEGA 
| GRANDADDY 
THE SOPHTWARE SLUMP 


V2 RECORDS 

Oh, my glasses fogged up when | listened to this out- 
ing. In fact they got so damp that the Band-Aid that 
holds them together at the bridge fell right off. Yes, THE 
f4 SOPHTWARE SLUMP from the Modesto quintet 
Grandaddy would make any geek's heart beat faster. 
It's kind of all about robots and toasters, and the robot 
even wrote some poetry before he ceased to function. 
I'm actually building a robot to write these reviews for me. It should be done 








American Made EP also available 


soon, and Scott will never be the wiser. My favorite number was "Broken MeG/Vegas Records ©2000 
Household Appliance National Forest." | also loved the way the music helped 
me go to sleep every night. | hope to get up to Modesto one day and lay a www.themeg.com 


wreath wherever Grandaddy records. 


- TEKOLOTE 
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CORNERSTONE RAS I 
This is it! The Rolling Stones and Sublime join forces | 
with the greatest Jamaican musician ever, Half Pint, to 
present the 12 most famous ska songs ever written. j 
Everything about this CD screams legend. When | slow- 
ly peeled back the plastic packaging | could feel in my { 
hands the jewel case pulsating with potent reggae 1 
rhythms. Never has there been a release with as much 
power and glory as this ultimate manifestation of Irie vibration. Don’t let the i 
world pass you by. Don’t be the only dork never to have let the dreadlocks down 
and lived life to its fullest. Take a walk on the beach, mon. This CD comes with l 
a case of Red Stripe and a bag of ganja (at least mine did). Listen to this album; j 

I 
i 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 








it will change your life. 
- DUG 


HUNTINGTONS/DARLINGTON 

SPLIT 

MELTED RECORDS 

You've got your Huntingtons in my Darlington! No, 
you've got your Darlington in my Huntingtons! Stop! 
You're both right! A sweet seventeen-song split CD from 
two great punk tastes is what "Split" has to offer. Unless 
you've been hiding under a rock you know that 
Huntingtons are today’s answer to the Ramones with 
their brand of fast paced pop flavored punk that would make any Ramones fan 
yearn for the days of Joey, Johnny, Marky, and Dee-Dee’s charged, aggressive 
but non-threatening sound. Check out the tracks "Too Late," “When | Get Over 
You," and "He Better Stay Away From My Girl." Darlington offers a similar faced 
paced, quick riff, smack in the face, you blinked, oops it’s done, punk with pop 
flair. Simple really, that’s what's so appealing about it! Check out "Pogo Beach," 
"Stonehill U," and "Jackie is an Atheist." Ramones through and through, come : og 

and get it! 7136 AMETHYST AVE"ALTA LOMASCA'e 5'MILES NORTH OF ONTARIO 
- JAYMES MAYHEM Ree OCI” ACN s 





THE NOBODYS/THE BEAUTYS 

HUGH 

SUB CITY 

Big Big surprises here from the Nobodys: straightfor- 
ward, 3-chord, aggressive punk rock with lashings out 
against the boss, assholes, the entire human race, 
etc. | kinda like it. What a revolutionary use of rotating 
vocalists to boot kiddos! The Beautys, believe it or not, 
are quite similar to The Nobodys except they are front- 
ed by a female (vocalist/guitarist Chica Baby). The lyrics are a bit disgusting 
on "Baby Put It In The Hole." Oh yeah! Although one of the songs is called, 
"Can't Stand Rock N' Roll," Chica throws in some neat-o rock ’n’ roll riffs on 
her 6-string, and she belts out some ferocious growls (a la The Pretenders), 
too. RRRRaaaaaarrrrr! The Nobodys and The Beautys make a breath-taking 
combination for a split release. Oh, I'm a little light-headed...someone get me 
a glass of water. 





- DAVID TURBOW 


THE ROBUSTOS 

THE NEW AUTHENTIC 

BEATVILLE RECORDS 

The folks over at Skratch put this one in the perfect 

writer's review pile, as | am a HUGE enthusiast for all 

forms of ska and have been known to have interesting 
oe involuntary reactions when listening to bands like this. 

: VNR This new album from The Robustos is one amazing 

a gem of traditional ska at its best. | almost sprained an 

ankle and wet my pants when whistling to the opening song, "Lloyd's Choice," 

with its cool, growly, Jamaican-style vocals from Jonathan Lloyd. The next two 

or three tracks feature female vocalist Tonya Abernathy up front. Abernathy 

has a nice vocal range (especially on "Don't Be Down"), and she stays right on 

key. Dyno-mite! After hearing their groundbreaking ska cover of "I Heard It 

Through The Grapevine," | started to have a few more involuntary reactions 

once again. The Robustos have a tight rhythm section, but again, | am so 

pleased hat this album was given to me to review. Those fools at Skratch real- 

ly know how to pick em'! | will cherish this cd for the rest of my life! 

- DAVID TURBOW 
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SECRETIONS 

ATTENTION DEFICIT DISORDERLY 

SLAP HAPPY RECORDS 

This is fun punk. The Secretions have not forgotten that 

loud and fast goes great with a sense of humor. They 

| tackle some standards of our commercial culture (from 
fed Cindy Crawford to vegans to the high school prom) with 

4 an original, twisted bent. Even their more serious tunes 

have a unique take on the issues; a great example is 

"Insulin, Not Heroin," about how things are not always 

what they might seem. To make things even better, instead of a hidden bonus 

track at the end of ATTENTION DEFICIT DISORDERLY, The Secretions include 

a hidden bonus ALBUM--30 more minutes of outtakes, live recordings, and 

cover tunes. Plenty of great gems are hidden in here. This CD is guaranteed to 

have you bouncing around with huge smile on your face. 

- G. MURRAY THOMAS 





VARIOUS 

G-MAN RADIO 

G-MAN PRODUCTIONS 

Step aside Howard Stern and get the hell outta the 
way Rodney Bingenheimer because none of you have 
a damn thing on the G-Man! A concept that has been 
a long time coming, Robert "The G-Man" Shields has 
had the brilliant vision to bring indie radio to CD. 
Through the combination of The G-Man’s irreverent, 
sharp, witty humor, quick spun homegrown poems and 
golden-throated DJ styling, he spins the best indie-rock that the scene has to 
offer. Featuring amazing cuts from established acts like Texas Terri and the 
Stiff Ones and Hyppii Jett, to new comers No Solution with "Feel the Pain." 
Also worth mentioning is Bricklayer with their power ballad "Six Months" which 
will live on in music history for eons and the groundbreaking mesh of rock and 
rap by Acid Rain titled "Give it to me Straight." This is one incredible CD, a 
must have from an amazing man with big talent and an impeccable ear for 
new music! 





- JAYMES MAYHEM 














VARIOUS ARTISTS 

PLAYING FOUR SQUARE 

DRIVE THRU RECORDS 

This compilation rocks! PLAYING FOUR SQUAREis a 
great sampler of four terrific labels: Suburban Home, 
Negative Progression, My, and Drive Thru Records. 
The four labels put each of their bands on one CD to 
make an interesting and fun compilation. Each label 
has great bands, and each band added a remarkable 
song to the sampler. Some of my favorites were Suburban Home Records’ 
artist Nobodys with "Tonight"; Bracket's "My Boyfriend’s Back" from Negative 
Progression records; Nerf Herder’s effort "Jacket," for My Records; and Rx 
Bandits’ "What If." These four labels are at the forefront of the music scene. 
Come on outside and PLAYING FOUR SQUARE; | am sure you will have a 
good time. 

- JOE LICAVOLI 


OUTTALINE! 

OUTTALINE! 

CAMELTOE RECORDS 

Outtaline! is awesome! Outtaline! must have gone to 
the fun poppy punk school of bands like Blink, 
Homegrown, and MXPX (well the bands newer materi- 
al). Outtaline! combines rocking guitar lines, ferocious 
drumbeats, and melodic vocals. These aspects of the 
band are notable on the songs "Main Support," "All 
About You," and "Promise." The band’s self titled new 
album will get you running around the room in a circular fashion while throwing 
elbows. Outtaline! is a great melodic punk band, and | am sure that they will 
have a long and prosperous musical career. 

-JOE LICAVOLI 


MECHAKUCHA 

ONE MILLION SAFE HOURS 

FRENETIC RECORDS 

This is some seriously heavy guitar riffage. It reminds 
me of early King Crimson (circa LARKS TONGUES IN 
ASPIC) but pushes the guitar into regions of experimen- 
tal feedback even Fripp didn't dare enter. This is some 
of the most wildly experimental guitar | have ever heard. 
Mechakucha really pushes the boundaries of what can 
be done with a basic guitar/bass/drums power trio, play- 
ing hard and heavy one minute and then soaring off into some transcendental 
noise space. Amazing. 

- G. MURRAY THOMAS 


THE COLDSPOT 8 

IT’S THE FEELGOOD 

BEATVILLE RECORDS 

The debut release by Orlando's traditional ska home- 
boys, The Coldspot 8, is the finest debut album ever 
released by any band, anywhere. Their brilliant use of 
perfectly placed horn lines and fabulous guitar fills 
make this CD a true classic. This is the type of album 
you just can’t get enough of--every song is great, every 
moment is magic. There was a time when | thought that 
it had all been said in the world of ska music. But now a band like The Coldspot 
8 comes along, shatters my illusions, and proves the relevance and vitality of the 
scene. For those who thought that Marley was the king, | challenge you. He was 
merely the one preparing the way for the true masters, the boys from Beatville 
Records. 

- DUG 


ORANGEMEN 
ORANGEMEN 
BLAH BLAH BLAH MUSIC 
The Orangemen play great; crunchy guitar pop. This 
CD, full of melodic hooks and sexual energy, is ready 
for prime airplay right now. The songwriting is solid and 
ambitious, and this tight power trio performs them with 
the right combination of heavy rock and cheerful pop 
sensibility. Watch out for the Orangemen! 

- G. MURRAY THOMAS 














THE ASSHOLES 

SELF TITLED 

SELF RELEASE 

So these are THE ASSHOLES. | had heard a lot about 
this band, and although | was a bit skeptical, | was anx- 
ious to review their CD. Rarely do bands with so much 
buzz live up to the hype, but in this case THE ASS- 
HOLES are all that! Their debut CD starts off with a 
heavy pop/ska tune that sets the tone for the rest of the 
album. Throughout this delightful collection of songs and ditties THE ASS- 
HOLES show their diversity by using just about every style you can imagine, 
making them very difficult to categorize. It is easy to see why these guys have 
clawed their way to the top of the L.A. rock scene. You can contact THE ASS- 
HOLES on their complaint line, 213.470.7087, or through their web-site at 
HYPERLINK http://www.theassholes.net or www.theassholes.net where you 
can download their music for free. If you like hysterical lyrics and story lines, 
catchy tunes with great rhythms, and one of the best guitarists live ever heard, 
you will fall in love with THE ASSHOLES! 


BECOMING 
REGENERATION 
SELF RELEASE 
Tired of listening to the same old shit? Sick of lame ass 
crap bands that can’t carry a tune? Then pay attention 
music lovers. The band Becoming has put together an 
album that may very well be the best damn thing I've 
-heard in ages! Described as early Metallica meets 
Pink Floyd, it’s an intriguing blend of Good Heavy Metal 
that shreds note for note with instrumentals that mellow the mind and recharge 
the soul. Lyrical content pertains to the rise, fall, and shortcomings of 
mankind...no bullshit about Satan or boosting ones ego. This is Metal at it's 
best...Check em out at www.iuma.com for some free mp3s and win a free cd at 
the official band website www.becoming.cc Long Live Heavy Metal!!! 

-MIKEY FROM PIMP DADDY PRODUCTIONS STREET TEAM 


BLINDSIDE 
A THOUGHT CRUSHED MY MIND 
SOLID STATE RECORDS 
It's refreshing to see a band come from a place known 
for a specific genre of music and buck that usual trend. 
Such is the case of the Swedish quartet Blindside, a 
"new metal" outfit that takes more from post-NY-hard- 
core bands like Snapcase and Quicksand ("As You 
Walk," "Silver Speak") than any of their fellow death- 
metal countrymen. The result is a solid 12-song CD 
armed with fistfuls of tasty riffs ("Across Waters"); jazzy interludes tinged with 
violins and string ensembles ("My Mother's Only Son"); and at times, even 
hooks galore (King of the Closet"). If you like heavy music full of surprises, then 
Blindside is a band to pick up. 

-MikeSOS 
SUE WILLETT 
STORIES FROM MY HEAD 
MONKEY JAM RECORDS 
Sue Willett is an independent artist who should have 
Ani DiFranco and the rest of the Lilith Fair group scram- 
bling for new jobs. Her 12-track CD is a gem from start 
to finish, with bevies of emotion woven into beautiful 
song tapestries ("Night Time Company"). Willett's vocal 
styles take to each song's task, showing her true run- 
ning of the musical gauntlet; she goes from sardonic 
("Dancing Woman," "Heroin") to expository ("Just An American"), to wistful 
("Milltown Girls") in the blink of an eye. Match her up to any of the current diva- 
de-jour’s today, and Sue can more than hold her own. Check it out for yourself 
by going to www.suewillett.com. 

-MikeSOS 
GOATWHORE 
THE ECLIPSE OF AGES INTO BLACK 
ROTTEN RECORDS 
Goatwhore may sound like a name for a joke band, but 
this Louisiana quintet is all business when it comes to 
churning out some blast-beated, thick-riffed Southern 
metal. Not unlike fellow Southerners Eyehategod or 
Soilent Green, Goatwhore's twist on metal takes turns 
through death ("The Beauty In Suffering"), grind (“Invert 
The Virgin"), and classic doom ("Upon This Deathbed of 
Cold Fire"), all sealed with a swampy stamp like only a true bayou band can 
apply. Goatwhore is for those that yearn for the extremes, and it's a lock that 
these guys won't disappoint. 


GW 


-MikeSOS 














ROLLINS BAND 

GET SOME GO AGAIN 

DREAMWORKS RECORDS 

Thank God for Henry Rollins and his rekindled hard- 
rocking attitude. GET SOME GO AGAIN is truly an 
album that finally meshes Henry's:long time love affair 
with epic ’70s arena rock (a la Zeppelin, Thin Lizzy, 
AC/DC, and the like) with his one-of-a-kind sardonic 
lyricism. Together, it's a lethal one-two combo that will 
mesmerize and confound even the most grizzled hard rock fan sick of the 
Adidas-wearing poseurs and pseudo pretty boys gobbling up the airplay. 
Backed by a new band, North Carolina's Mother Superior, Rollins hasn't sound- 
ed like he's had this much fun since Black Flag. These 13 tracks stomp and rock 
with more authority than the whole US Armed Forces; and while it's not exactly 
the heaviest thing Rollins has done, it is by far the most complete and focused 
project in a long time. The mission?: To rock like no other. Mission accom- 
plished. Mr. Rollins, get some of that touring done and go again to the studio 
with these boys and crank out some more gems. 


(0) eh 
please Mr. 
rollins, sir 


senda 
cover? 


-MikeSOS 
AC/DC 
STIFF UPPER LIP 
EAST WEST RECORDS 
The bad boys from Down Under have returned with 12 
more tales of dirty deeds and anthemic rockers that 
have kept them on top of the hard rock world for a quar- 
ter of a century. AC/DC's strengths are all played up to 
the hilt here, from the dead-on rhythm section to the 
stellar guitar work of the Brothers Young to the double- 
entendre-laden goodness of Brian Johnson. This is the 
album to buy for all of you naysayers that thought that AC/DC has seen their bet- 
ter days. As the wee Aussies once sang, it's a long way to the top if you wanna 
rock and roll, and STIFF UPPER LIP only solidifies the fact that AC/DC knows 
too well: Hell ain't a bad place to be after all. Comeback of the Year material 
here. 


ouch! | bit 
my lip 


looking for 
a cover 


-MikeSOS 
THERION 
DEGGIAL 
cover NUCLEAR BLAST RECORDS 
not Therion is a five-piece metal outfit that has a penchant 
for doing things the old fashioned way. Instead of using 
here. a few synthesized orchestration parts on their latest 


adventure, these metal mavens decided to go ahead 
and use a real orchestra, complete with choir, to create 
the classical half of their sonic brew. The result is stag- 
geringly powerful, akin to Metallica's S&M. This 11- 
track disc takes the merging of classical and metal genres forward by going 
backwards: showing us that indeed to create something fierce yet beautiful, 
there's no substitute for the real thing. What's even more impressive is that the 
riffs found on this album are as catchy as you'd find on a traditional metal 
release ("Enter Yril-ye"). Pick up this true rock opera and be floored for yourself. 
-MikeSOS 
BLOODBATH 
BREEDING DEATH 
CENTURY MEDIA RECORDS 
Bloodbath takes you back to Thrash Metal 101, a re- 
learning of what bands that have been labeled “metal” 
have forgotten to give to us in the last 5-7 years. This 
Swedish quartet side band takes the approach of early 
Slayer, Napalm Death, and other metal masters when it 
comes to grinding out a riff ("Breeding Death") or giving 
us guttural screams from the depths of hell ("Ominous 
Bloodvomit"). While the imagery of a band named Bloodbath may seem a little 
hokey in the year 2000 (complete with bloody Satan-esque babes screaming), 
the brutality of the music on the 3-song EP stands alone and will beat you sin- 
‘gle-handedly into submission. Seek this out if you yearn for the days of early 
death metal. 
-MikeSOS 
; eee BORGO PASS 
eccygotagedersgl! POWERED BY SLUDGE 


SELF RELEASE 
Long Island NY's powerful quintet Borgo Pass show 


a their love for retro rock on their 11-track full-length CD. 
Thick rhythms with deep vocals and entrancing 
4 melodies ("Kitchen") is what you'll find here, not unlike 
Alice In Chains ("Drunkards Doom") or the mighty Black 
Sabbath ("Meat Wallet"). These guys really pack a 
punch that's both ultra-heavy and refreshingly melodic 
("Second Story"). Check them out at www.borgopass.com. 

-MikeSOS 


WRISTBANDS 
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 cHoKERS Go Ape! 


Wholesale inquiries welcome 
323.232.6568 
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Wwww..mp3.com/BarbaraAnnPrettyFace 
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ee hollywood 323 655-2125 
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F head line records, hollywood april 15 @ 8pm 


hard rock cafe, las vegas april 21 @ 9pm 

7 inch vinyl, t shirts, and baby tees avail. now 
www..mp3.com/BarbaraAnnPrettyFace 

email: i-am-barbaraAnn @ webtv.net 
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521 E. 31st St. 
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FLAT EARTH SOCIETY 
2-SONG DEMO 
SELF RELEASE 
Flat Earth Society is‘a NJ quartet that mixes up the punk 
and hardcore with tinges of metal. The two songs on this 
tape are bouncy, hooky, ultra tight, and catchier than the 
flu bug in February. If you like bands like Bad Religion, 
MXPX, or Sick Of It All, this should please your ears. 
Check out www. flatearthsociety.com 

-MikeSOS 
AGE OF RUIN 
THE OPIUM DEAD 
SELF RELEASE 
The Virginia quartet Age Of Ruin goes to the extremes 
on their 4-song tape. Taking pieces of death metal 
("Terror"), metalcore, and hardcore, AOR give us a 
@ taste of what Hell just might sound like ("Torn Out 
@ Wings"). Sharing as much in common with Machine 
Head as they do Morbid Angel, these guys will definite- 
ly stir you up if you like your music relentlessly heavy. 
Check them out at http://members.aol.com/ageofruin. 

-MikeSOS 
EYEHATEGOD 
SOUTHERN DISCOMFORT 
CENTURY MEDIA RECORDS 
Eyehategod has returned with SOUTHERN DISCOM- 
FORT, an aptly titled 9-track CD that once again 
exhibits this Louisiana quintet's love of the slow, deep, 
and hard dirge. Think of EHG as mixing the heavy Black 
Sabbath-esque ("Story Of The Eye") with their own spe- 
cial concoction of punk meets noisecore ("Peace Thru 
War"). Taking time out from all of their varied success- 
ful side projects (Down, Soilent Green, Metal Maniacs), once again EHG has 
found their niche and their edge among the underground metal scene. If you like 
your metal Southern fried and full of sludge, then Eyehategod's latest is a must 
own. 

-MikeSOS 
BLUE NUMBER NINE 
4 SONG SAMPLER 
SELF RELEASE 
A funkified 5-piece band from New Jersey that shares 
as much in common with Sheryl Crow as Sly and the 
Family Stone only begins to describe Blue Number 
Nine. On this 4-song sampler, these’ accomplished 
musicians go from ripping funk ("Hook In") to radio 
friendly balladeering ("The Moment | Saw The Sun") in 
the blink of an eye, and maintain a fevered pitch along the way. If you like catchy 
tunes with excellent musicianship behind hooky melodies, then Blue Number 
Nine is the train you need to ride. Check them out at www.njrocks.com/bnn. 
-MikeSOS 


MAHARAHJ 
CHAPTER ONE: THE DESCENT 
NOW OR NEVER RECORDS 
So, you think Canada's main export is hockey, eh? Well, 
a five-piece hardcore outfit called Maharahj is trying to 
change that with their 11-track disc. Their lyrics, tinged 
with both insight and aggression ("Becoming The 
Hunt"), mirror the furious sounds of Maharahj's music 
("Amongst The Machines," "Synthesis"). Furthermore, 
their intensity remains at 10 throughout the whole she- 
bang, creating a surefire dangerous atmosphere. Keep this CD away from any- 
thing flammable, because it's bound to go up any minute. Truly a beautifully bru- 
tal album. 

-MikeSOS 
PSYCHO KEY 
WICKED DREAM 
SELF RELEASE 
This acoustic project is a heartfelt 11-track CD that goes 
into the human realities of family, love, fame, and find- 
ing yourself. Expertly produced, Psycho Key is very 
reminiscent of such current acts as Alanis Morrissette 
and Natalie Merchant in its strong female vocals 
("Come Back," "Good People"). Full of life and light, 
these insightful melodic tunes are simple in their 
premise, yet powerful in their delivery ("Helpless Man"). A very solid effort from 


this dynamic duo. Get in touch by e-mailing coco98inc@yahoo.com. 


-MikeSOS 


DRAGBODY 

FLIP THE KILL SWITCH 

NOW OR NEVER RECORDS 

Metalcore has a new face in their crowd. This time it's 
Dragbody, a Florida outfit that mixes all types of under- 
ground hard music on their 9-track CD. Produced by 
super producer Steve Albini, Dragbody’s unorthodox 
style can be traced from everything from Soilent Green 
and Today Is The Day ("A Game Of You") to Black 
Sabbath ("Swallowing Razors"). They really don't have anything that's gonna 
blow you away, but Dragbody are good messengers of underground metal; and 
if you dig the dissonance of hardcore with the brutality of death metal, then FLIP 
THE KILL SWITCH should find its way to your CD player. 





-MikeSOS 
RANDY BLOSSOM 
STANDING IN THE MIDDLE OF YOUR MIND 
SELF RELEASE 
Randy Blossom takes us back to the 1970s via his 10- 
track CD, STANDING IN THE MIDDLE OF YOUR 
MIND, and reminds us of such acts as Cheap Trick 
("Staring At The Sun”), Aerosmith ("BJ Aeroplane"), and 
Led Zep ("The Day Heaven Cried"). Blossom takes us 
on a magic carpet ride that shows not only his love of 
'70s rock, (and hey, who doesn't dig such acts as Molly 
Hatchet and Grand Funk), but also showcases his unique and varied songwrit- 
ing abilities along the way. For more on this San Francisco soloist, check out 
www.theorchard.com. 





-MikeSOS 
VERITAS 
EARWORM 
SELF RELEASED CD 
Veritas is an industrial metal band not so coincidentally 
hailing from one of the former premier industry towns in 
the U.S., Allentown, PA. This futuristic quartet expand 
on what such breakthrough artists as Marilyn Manson 
("The Chloroform Rag") and Rob Zombie ("Children 
Can Be Cruel") have done by melding industrial and 
metal into one cohesive unit. This 10-track CD is hook 
laden and very well put together, complete with lush programmed noises behind 
some stellar metal music. If you dig your heavy music with a beat you can bug 
out to ("Suparachnid"), then these guys are for you. Check out 
www.veritas4.com. 





-MikeSOS 
ZAO 
ALL ELSE FAILED 
STEADFAST RECORDS 
Zao is a four-piece hardcore outfit that can knock you to 
the floor musically but can raise your spirits lyrically. 
Huh, you may ask? Yup, Zao is one of them there 
Christian rock bands. But don't let that veer you away, 
ye sinners. Because these guys can really pound you 
into submission with their tight metalcore grooves 
("Growing In Grace," "A Simple Reminder”), even 
though they're singing about how we'll all be saved in the end. Hell, if church 
songs all sounded like this, then you'd definitely see a religious resurgence in 
the U.S. If you can withstand heavy music with heavy messages, then check 
these guys out. 





-MikeSOS 
WHITE RABBIT CULT 
..AND THE GODS MADE WARS 
SELF RELEASE 
White Rabbit Cult seems to be a mysterious outfit when 
examining their inner workings or what makes them 
tick. However, their intense sound and mesmerizing 
usage of music technology is no mystery. Their 
Ministry/NIN-influenced techno metal and Bauhaus- 
meets-Siouxie Goth rock is supercharged with solid gui- 
tar work and driving beats that will get the whole dance floor moving (“Heart Like 
A Hammer"). Armed with top notch production, complete with dead on samples 
("Collateral Damage") and atmospheric backgrounds over both lush arrange- 
ments ("Sleeper") and steady grooves ("Maya"), White Rabbit Cult is a band to 
look out for. To find out more about the band and their inner workings, check out 
www.whiterabbitcult.com. 





-MikeSOS 




















FLAT EARTH SOCIETY 
2-SONG DEMO 
SELF RELEASE 
Flat Earth Society is a NJ quartet that mixes up the punk 
and hardcore with tinges of metal. The two songs on this 
tape are bouncy, hooky, ultra tight, and catchier than the 
flu bug in February. If you like bands like Bad Religion, 
MXPX, or Sick Of It All, this should please your ears. 
Check out www. flatearthsociety.com 

-MikeSOS 
AGE OF RUIN 
THE OPIUM DEAD 
SELF RELEASE 
The Virginia quartet Age Of Ruin goes to the extremes 
on their 4-song tape. Taking pieces of death metal 
("Terror"), metalcore, and hardcore, AOR give us a 
taste of what Hell just might sound like ("Torn Out 
Wings"). Sharing as much in common with Machine 
Head as they do Morbid Angel, these guys will definite- 
ly stir you up if you like your music relentlessly heavy. 
Check them out at http://members.aol.com/ageofruin. 

-MikeSOS 
EYEHATEGOD 
SOUTHERN DISCOMFORT 
CENTURY MEDIA RECORDS 
Eyehategod has returned with SOUTHERN DISCOM- 
FORT, an aptly titled 9-track CD that once again 
exhibits this Louisiana quintet's love of the slow, deep, 
and hard dirge. Think of EHG as mixing the heavy Black 
Sabbath-esque ("Story Of The Eye") with their own spe- 
cial concoction of punk meets noisecore ("Peace Thru 
War"). Taking time out from all of their varied success- 
ful side projects (Down, Soilent Green, Metal Maniacs), once again EHG has 
found their niche and their edge among the underground metal scene. If you like 
your metal Southern fried and full of sludge, then Eyehategod's latest is a must 
own. 

-MikeSOS 
BLUE NUMBER NINE 
4 SONG SAMPLER 
SELF RELEASE 
A funkified 5-piece band from New Jersey that shares 
as much in common with Sheryl Crow as Sly and the 
Family Stone only begins to describe Blue Number 
Nine. On this 4-song sampler, these accomplished 
musicians go from ripping funk ("Hook In") to radio 
friendly balladeering ("The Moment | Saw The Sun") in 
the blink of an eye, and maintain a fevered pitch along the way. If you like catchy 
tunes with excellent musicianship behind hooky melodies, then Blue Number 
Nine is the train you need to ride. Check them out at www.njrocks.com/bnn. 
-MikeSOS 


MAHARAHJ 
CHAPTER ONE: THE DESCENT 
NOW OR NEVER RECORDS 
So, you think Canada's main export is hockey, eh? Well, 
a five-piece hardcore outfit called Maharahj is trying to 
change that with their 11-track disc. Their lyrics, tinged 
with both insight and aggression ("Becoming The 
Hunt"), mirror the furious sounds of Maharahj's music 
("Amongst The Machines," "Synthesis"). Furthermore, 
their intensity remains at 10 throughout the whole she- 
bang, creating a surefire dangerous atmosphere. Keep this CD away from any- 
thing flammable, because it's bound to go up any minute. Truly a beautifully bru- 
tal album. 

-MikeSOS 
PSYCHO KEY . 
WICKED DREAM 
SELF RELEASE 
This acoustic project is a heartfelt 11-track CD that goes 
into the human realities of family, love, fame, and find- 
ing yourself. Expertly produced, Psycho Key is very 
reminiscent of such current acts as Alanis Morrissette 
and Natalie Merchant in its strong female vocals 
("Come Back," "Good People"). Full of life and light, 
these insightful melodic tunes are simple in their 
premise, yet powerful in their delivery (Helpless Man"). A very solid effort from 
this dynamic duo. Get in touch by e-mailing coco98inc@yahoo.com. 
-MikeSOS 















Cunatics On Parole 


—— LIMITED EDITION MERCHANDISE ON SALE NOW! —— 


The debut full-length CD 
Welcome To The USSA 

featuring “Pigs On Patrol” 
and the explosive title track 
“Welcome To The 
ULS.S.A." 


















Send concealed cash, check or 
money orders (payable to: 
Green Revolution Records) to: 
Lunatics On Parole 

PMB #2235 

1335 N. La Brea Ave. 
Hollywood, CA 90028-7565 







SHIPPING & HANDLING 
$25.00 or less ADD $5.00. 

$25.01 - $50.00 ADD $7.00 
California and New York residents include sales tax with payments. 


Or Order Direct From www.lunaticsonparole.com 





We exist, 
we persist, 
don't resist! 


For tour dates and info visit: 


_ MarginalProphets.IUMA.com , 


BOM aga mete Clement posters) 
contact: gammaray@slip.net, 415/241-8881, 
oa or write to P.O. Box 41-0582 aa 

San Francisco, CA 94141 




















TIME SPENT DRIVING 

TIME SPENT DRIVING 

SELF RELEASE 

Time Spent Driving sure can express their pain, their 
agony, their torment of life. All three songs on this CD 
start with a mellow, almost acoustic guitar to draw us 
into their emotional state, and then shift to thrashing 
electric to give us cathartic release. And the vocals are 
so perfectly tormented. This is the perfect CD for the 
next time you're feeling like the world is just too much for you, because you can 
be sure Time Spent Driving are feeling the same thing. 

- G. MURRAY THOMAS 


lovely cd 
cover? 


where are 
you? 


ONE MINUTE SILENCE 

BUY NOW... SAVED LATER 

V2 RECORDS 

| don't usually like rap-metal, but this disc grabbed me 
immediately. | think it was the guitar which first got me: 
clear, bell-like tones dancing across the top of the 
rhythms. But the overall punch of the music had a 
power and freshness | usually find missing in this genre 
(which seems to have been born ossified). One Minute 
Silence are appropriately heavy at the right times and 
appropriately rhythmic when that's needed. They are wonderfully tight, and they 
seem to understand, at a gut level, the rhythms they are playing; this confluence 
of ability and understanding makes for some of the cleanest, yet most intense 
rap-metal | have ever experienced. Also, One Minute Silence are a political 
band, but they don't bludgeon you with it. Their lyrics are politically aware with- 
out being overbearing. The songs are hopeful, too, pointing out the evils of soci- 
ety, yet also pointing towards a way out, the possibility of a better future. "If | can 
change one, | change two..." BUY NOW... SAVED LATER is certainly the best 
rap-metal | have heard yet. It is, simply, a rocking, moving, inspiring disc. 

- G. MURRAY THOMAS 


give me 
more than 
one 
minute 


OSKER 

TREATMENT 5 

EPITAPH 

Epitaph's latest signing is a group of 18-year-old snotty 
punk players. The band was inked when frontman 
Devon Williams was still a high school student. It's dif- 
ficult to remark about this band, actually. | know you 
will 000zzzze when you hear songs such as "Life 
Sucks," "Fuck Me," "Asshole," or "Shitface” if you like 
your punk rock served up extra catchy and medium 
bratty. On my third listen to this CD, | was getting ready to write them a long let- 
ter of commendment. These guys are for real baby! When you can channel your 
angst the way Osker does, you put a fist in the air and scream "PUNK ROCK 
LIVES.” Yes, motherfucker! 

- DAVID TURBOW 


NERF HERDER 

HOW TO MEET GIRLS 

HONEST DON'S 

| really love this dorky pop stuff, and | hope that | 
always will! Continuing in the tradition of The Cars, 
Teenage Fanclub, Weezer, and Size 14, Santa 
Barbara's Nerf Herder continue to deliver catchy songs 
on their latest release on Honest Don's. "Vivian" is 
about being in love with the girl who you want to start a 
new wave band with but who ends up going off to med school instead. 
"Courtney" is a ditty about infatuation with Courtney Love and has the delicious 
lyrics: "You came from some town out in the sticks to become the modern Stevie 
Nicks/ You had the guts, a lot of ambition, the riot grrris thought you were 
bitchin'/ You bared your soul, you showed us your hole." Funny stuff! "Lamer 
Than Lame" is, again, about being the nerdy kid in high school, but it unfortu- 
nately starts to sound suspiciously like Weezer in a few parts. No worries. On 
"Feeling Bad," Parry Grip, sings "I'm lame, paid for a membership down at the 
local gym, tired of getting dumped, let's get really pumped/ Thought I'd look like 
Henry Rollins, but | still look like Phil Collins." One of my favorite tracks on HOW 
TO MEET GIRLS was "She's a Sleestack," which brought me straight back to 
my after-school days watching the Land of the Lost on TV. Overall, I'll give this 
album the big thumbs up...just like Fonzie. "Ayyyyyy!" 

- DAVID TURBOW 


LOS INFERNOS 

ROCK AND ROLL NIGHTMARE 

ALTERNATIVE TENTACLES 

ROCK AND ROLL NIGHTMARE, the second full- 
length album by these rockin’ Riverside boys, is ulti- 
mately greasier than Gerri's curl! The long awaited 


they are known to cause! These outlaws unleash the 
rock 'n’ roll demons and rattle your knocker with some 
kick-ass jams like "Start," "Nowhere Fast," and "Demons." This album is just as 
intense and riveting as Planet Kaos, but Rock AND ROLL NIGHTMARE breaks 
through the chains and charges you full speed! This album has a more power- 
ful approach and reaches higher dimensions. Derek’s sweet serenades coat 
your ears in an awesome hidden track after "When | Was Young." Another perty 
ll doosey is "Time," which is a sugary melodic tune that picks up the pace when 
you least expect it. These last two will have you crying in your beer. Of course, 
Los Infernos can also blow our minds, and they do with "Rise And Fall" and 
"Gimme The Gun." There's excellent guitar work by Matt and Vince; swift beefy 
bass playing by Danny; and destructive drumming by Ruben, who, unfortunate- 
ly, is no longer in the band. Curt Seymore is the new drummer for Los Infernos 
and is welcomed with open arms! The entire album is wicked and entrancing. 
These guys are explosive performers, and they rock you 'til you reach seventh 
heaven, baby! This is highly recommended for any rock 'n’ roll freak! 

- LIZ ORTEGA 





LOS INFERNOS 

ROCK AND ROLL NIGHTMARE 

ALTERNATIVE TENTACLES 

With their first full-length studio release in quite some- 
time and their first offering for Alternative Tentacles, Los 
Infernos are back with their brand of gritty, charged rock 
and roll, no tricks, no gimmicks, just plain and simple 
good old rock and roll. This is a CD that just begs to 
play at full volume while screaming down the highway 
at 105, cops be damned and destination unknown. Derek Coon’s soulful and 
twangy vocals help punch the already slick sounding high octane mixture of Matt 
Beld and Vince Maldano’s volatile guitar work, Danny Manuel's skull creasing 
bass lines and Curt Seymore’s relentless explosion of drums that create enough 
gas to power a fleet of hot rods. Full of life and full of fight, twelve tracks of grind- 
ing music to feed the fire, check out the turbo charged "Gimmie The Gun," the 
thought provoking "Time," "Dead and Gone" with it’s vengeful lust and the per- 
sonal mental reflections of time gone by in "When | was Young." Los Infernos 
have turned up the flames once again with this auditory kick in the teeth that will 
leave you gasping for air and wanting more, long worth the wait but let’s hope 
not as long the next time around. 





- JAYMES MAYHEM 


SENSEFIELD 

UNDER THE RADAR 

WARNER BROTHERS 

This is one supra-positive CD. While Sensefield do sing 
about some depressing things--loneliness, the pres- 
sures of everyday life, the difficulties in making the right 
decision--they always see a way out. Their message is 
one of positive hope, not just the possibility, but the cer- 
tainty that your spirit can be uplifted. As they sing in 
"Love Song" (in which they describe one tormented, 
messed-up girl), "Don't get me wrong/ This is a love song." These are all songs 
of love and hope to the masses. Cheerful, radio-friendly pop music carries the 
message forward. Again, there are darker tones to the music, moments of deep 
emotional expression, but it always soars upward again, lifting the listeners spir- 
its to Some glorious heaven. In these cynical times, it is a rare treat to meet pop 
music this positive. 


oh well 


- G. Murray Thomas 
THROW RAG 
TEE-TOT 
HELLNOTE RECORDS 
Amazing psychobilly from the sleaziest band | have 
ever seen. But we all know that being "sleazy" is what 
the genre aspires to. Stunning lyrics about a variety of 
freaks, some of whom are, apparently related to band 
members. Rush out and buy this if you like cheap 
booze, cheap dates, and cheap thrills. It's awesome! 

- TEKOLOTE 





album is fabulous and delivers the rock 'n’ roll chaos | 


=Planet Smashers 
The Gruesomes 
The Kingpins 


1 
Men o' Steel 
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Stomp / The Union 
78 Rachel E. Montreal, PQ 
y H2W 106 Canada 
stomp@cam.org 
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DRAGBODY 

FLIP THE KILL SWITCH 

NOW OR NEVER RECORDS 

Metalcore has a new face in their crowd. This time it's 
Dragbody, a Florida outfit that mixes all types of under- 
ground hard music on their 9-track CD. Produced by 
super producer Steve Albini, Dragbody’s unorthodox 
style can be traced from everything from Soilent Green 
and Today Is The Day ("A Game Of You") to Black 
Sabbath ("Swallowing Razors"). They really don't have anything that's gonna 
blow you away, but Dragbody are good messengers of underground metal; and 
if you dig the dissonance of hardcore with the brutality of death metal, then FLIP 
THE KILL SWITCH should find its way to your CD player. 





-MikeSOS 
RANDY BLOSSOM 
STANDING IN THE MIDDLE OF YOUR MIND 
SELF RELEASE 
Randy Blossom takes us back to the 1970s via his 10- 
track CD, STANDING IN THE MIDDLE OF YOUR 
MIND, and reminds us of such acts as Cheap Trick 
("Staring At The Sun”), Aerosmith ("BJ Aeroplane"), and 
Led Zep ("The Day Heaven Cried"). Blossom takes us 
on a magic carpet ride that shows not only his love of 
'70s rock, (and hey, who doesn't dig such acts as Molly 
Hatchet and Grand Funk), but also showcases his unique and varied songwrit- 
ing abilities along the way. |For more on this San Francisco soloist, check out 
www.theorchard.com. 





-MikeSOS 
7 VERITAS 
EARWORM 
SELF RELEASED CD 
Veritas is an industrial metal band not so coincidentally 
hailing from one of the former premier industry towns in 
the U.S., Allentown, PA. This futuristic quartet expand 
on what such breakthrough artists as Marilyn Manson 
("The Chloroform Rag") and Rob Zombie ("Children 
Can Be Cruel") have done by melding industrial and 
metal into one cohesive unit. This 10-track CD is hook 
laden and very well put together, complete with lush programmed noises behind 
some stellar metal music. If you dig your heavy music with a beat you can bug 
out to ("Suparachnid"), then these guys are for you. Check out 
www.veritas4.com. 





-MikeSOS 
ZAO 
ALL ELSE FAILED 
STEADFAST RECORDS 
Zao is a four-piece hardcore outfit that can knock you to 
the floor musically but can raise your spirits lyrically. 
Huh, you may ask? Yup, Zao is one of them there 
Christian rock bands. But don't let that veer you away, 
ye sinners. Because these guys can really pound you 
into submission with their tight metalcore grooves 
("Growing In Grace," "A Simple Reminder”), even 
though they're singing about how we'll all be saved in the end. Hell, if church 
songs all sounded like this, then you'd definitely see a religious resurgence in 
the U.S. If you can withstand heavy music with heavy messages, then check 
these guys out. 





-MikeSOS 
WHITE RABBIT CULT 
..AND THE GODS MADE WARS 
SELF RELEASE 
White Rabbit Cult seems to be a mysterious outfit when 
examining their inner workings or what makes them 
tick. However, their intense sound and mesmerizing 
usage of music technology is no mystery. Their 
Ministry/NIN-influenced techno metal and Bauhaus- 
meets-Siouxie Goth rock is supercharged with solid gui- 
tar work and driving beats that will get the whole dance floor moving ("Heart Like 
A Hammer"). Armed with top notch production, complete with dead on samples 
("Collateral Damage") and atmospheric backgrounds over both lush arrange- 
ments ("Sleeper") and steady grooves ("Maya"), White Rabbit Cult is a band to 
look out for. To find out more about the band and their inner workings, check out 
www.whiterabbitcult.com. 





-MikeSOS 
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ZAKAS 

SHUNK DADDY GRIND 

MC C RECORDS 

This is a truly eclectic album. It runs the musical gamut 
from prog metal to world beat, and that's just in the 
opening song! This 18-track, over 70-minute CD 
includes a bevy of musicians and offers a host of vocal 
perspectives from spoken word to rap to rock. Zakas 
can best be described as a free-form experimental pro- 
ject, and if you yearn for something a little left of center every now and then, you 
should seek this CD out. Contact www.mccmusic.com. 


R22 eee 


eee tnd 





-MikeSOS 


SHORT HAPPY LIFE 

LET GO AND FALL 

SELF RELEASED CD 

NYC's very popular Short Happy Life come out of the 
gate strong on their latest 8-song CD, LET GO AND 
FALL. Combining modern technology with good old- 
fashioned rock sensibilities ("Cheap," "Nobody 
Knows"), SHL takes a no-nonsense approach to their 
hook-laden ("Espara Para Ti") and radio-friendly (and 
yet, unique) brand of music ("Rio de Janeiro"). If you like female-fronted music 
with balls and attitude (a la Garbage and Blondie) with a '90s rock twist akin to 
STP ('Tired"), then Short Happy Life is a must get CD for you. Contact this ultra 
catchy quartet at www.shorthappylife.com. 





-MikeSOS 


RETINA 

RETINA 

SELF RELEASE 

Retina is a NYC band that takes cues from the hard 
rock philosophy of big backbeats, heavy guitars, and 
catchy hooks ("Enslaved"). These guys definitely know 
how to rock, and this 6-song tape is chockfull of chunky 
guitars, emotional vocals, and tight rhythms. Retina 
meshes the sounds of such rock luminaries as Creed, 
Guns and Roses ("Bitter Man"), and The Black Crowes; 
and if you dig hard rock with a phat grooves and sounds, check them out at 
www.mp3.com/r-e-t-i-n-a. 


put your cd 
cover where 
my eyes can 


see 





-MikeSOS 


REQUIEM 
USSA 
SELF RELEASE 
Las Vegas metal outfit Requiem is pretty pissed off, and 
it shows on their 6-song tape. Blaming the government, 
among others, this trio rips it up like Megadeth ("Locked 
In A Cell"). Their songwriting needs a bit of a sprucing, 
but their anger is heartfelt, and their love for metal is 
very apparent. Contact them @ 
www.hardknocks.net/bands/requiem to get more info. 
-MikeSOS 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 

LONG ISLAND MUSIC COMPILATION VOLUME 1 
LIMC RECORDS 

The sounds of Long Island have been captured on this 
inaugural compilation disc by the Long Island Music 
Coalition, and the 15-track disc definitely showcases 
the area's diversity. Everything from adult alternative to 
hard rock is covered here. If you like to hear the sounds 
of what could be the next big thing, then seek out the 





LIMC comp disc. 


-MikeSOS 


TRIPLE THREAT 
2 SONG DEMO 
SELF RELEASE 
Upstate NY's funk metal outfit Triple Threat mix up 
James Brown, Limp Bizkit, and Jimi Hendrix into an 
musical stew that'll have ya hip hopping and slamming 
along ("Checkmate"). If you dig some funkified heavy 
music, then these guys are for you. Check them out on 
the web at  //community.webtv.net/Triplethret/ 
FunkyJunkyemail. 

-MikeSOS 








FLYTRAP 

BUG HOUSE 

INDIE-GO MUSIC 

Flytrap is a duo out of NYC that bucks the usual male 
j guitar/female vocal stigma. Instead of sounding like a 
coffee shop act, these accomplished musicians rock 
just as hard as any standard four-piece rock band. High 
on rock sensibilities ("Too Long"), and even higher on 
tight songwriting ("Pain"), Flytrap is a refreshing change 
from the usual duo formula. Imagine the lushness of Portishead mixed with the 
crunch of Zeppelin ("No More Mess’), to get a feel of what this band is all about. 
They even do a kick ass cover of Zep's "Communication Breakdown." Check 
them out at www. flytrapnyc.com and see what the buzz is all about. 

-MikeSOS 


PRESSURE 4-5 
ANTECHNOLOGY 
DRIPPING RECORDS 
Pressure 4-5 is a California quintet with that infamous 
California metal sound. It's all here from the screams- 
into-whispers vocalizations ("N") to the DJ scratches 
("4") and even down to the distorted, rectified guitar 
sound ("Dripping"). However, they manage to merely 
use their state's heritage as a building block for their 
audio assault. Pressure 4-5 kicks ass, not only because 
they sound like a mix of Deftones, Ultraspank and Bush, but because they have 
well written, nicely flowing songs that are stacked with heavy melodies and 
catchy hooks. To get more info on them, check out www.pressure4-5.com. 
-MikeSOS 
SLOUCH 
TITLE MISSING 
SELF RELEASE 
The Pennsylvania trio Slouch thankfully does not live up 
to its name. This aggro rock group hits hard and furious 
and goes right for the jugular on their 10-track CD. 
Mixing some impressive churning riffs over heavy 
rhythms ("Busted," "Slut Rush") and vocals that range 
from Cobain to Patton ("Ridicule"), these guys show 
that they can mix it up with any of the big boys today. 
Sounding at times like Primus, Filter, Deftones and Nirvana, Slouch is definitely 
no slouch when it comes to ripping your face off and dishing out some heaping 
piles of eclectically heavy music. Check them out by contacting 
Slouch1@aol.com. 
-MikeSOS 


www.skratchmagazine.com 





Out Now From 4 Alarm... 
Pinehurst Kids “viewmaster” 
The Frogs “Bananimals” 
‘Unsealed’ a tribute to the Go-Go's 


featuring: Chainsaw Kittens, bo bud greene, 
The Frogs, Sunset Valley, Pinehurst Kids, and more 
also available: 
Pinehurst Kids “Minnesota Hotel” 
bo bud greene “las olas” 
coming soon... The Frogs “Racially Yours” 


all available cd’s $12 ppd 
660 W. Lake St. Chicago, IL 60661 
ph: 312 - 454 - 1105 fax: 3.12 .- 454 - be. 
www.fouralarmrecords.com 


out now on PsychoTribe Recordz 








DARKSEED 

DANCING INTO DARKNESS 

NUCLEAR BLAST RECORDS 

Darkseed's latest is an 11-track venture into the realm of 
mixing these Bavarian bohemoth's heavy music signa- 
ture sound with tinges of Goth rock and electronica. The 
results of the band's new direction are not exactly 
groundbreaking (doesn't every neo-metal band in 
Europe sound like this?), however Darkseed’s members 


definitely have learned well and have a good handle on creating ambient mood 
music with an aggressive edge ("Rain," "Left Alone"). If you dig U.S. bands like 
Stabbing Westward or Gravity Kills, then Darkseed is a good fit for you. - 





-MikeSOS 
STEEL PROPHET 
MESSIAH 
NUCLEAR BLAST RECORDS 
Steel Prophet is a band that has been largely ignored 
for the most part of their career. However, the 11 tracks 
on their latest release, MESSIAH, may change that 
quickly. This metal quintet take pages from most every 
major metal band from Maiden and Priest to Dio 
("Rapture," "Dawn of Man"), and they do a fine job of 
translating the classic metal into their own sound. Well 


rounded songs with good solos is what Steel Prophet delivers (Mysteries of 
Iniquity"); and if you're a metalhead sick of the new brigade of metal bands, then 


these guys may be worth checking out. 





-MikeSOS 
PALE CREATION : 
TWILIGHT HAUNT 
EAST COAST EMPIRE RECORDS 
Pale Creation hails from Cleveland, OH, and their 12- 
track disc is no mistake by the lake for sure. These guys 
play deep, dark metal ("Grief," "Trade A Soul"), com- 
plete with smidgens of electronica strewn in 
("Procession"). Imagine the sludge of Crowbar meeting 
the melodies of Faith No More ("Nightburned"), and a 
bleak picture begins to form. Not for the weak of heart. 

-MikeSOS 

NECK 
SHOULD MY FIST EYE 
CHO'SIN RECORDS 
Long Island's Neck is like no other band. They are quite 
possibly the most volatile and aggressive band around, 
both in musical style and in lyrical content. That is a 
very bold statement; however, this music is not for your 
average metalhead teen. If you calculate the sheer 
mass of the riffs as well as the chilling effects that the 


available at: 
eR Cari 
Me Rt) 
ie Coit hy 3 
Hole, Fingers, 
‘Tru, Head Line 
Remi tet ie Mtg 
At Dc) em eid 
Lom om urn 
Pe Rit td 


disturbing-yet-enchanting vocals contain, you also may 
agree. As dissonant as it is powerful ("Crawl Away"), this 9-track CD will floor 
you with its originality. If you're a thrillseeker, or if you like to hear some potent 
“art metal" (a la such bands as Helmet, Faith No More, Mr. Bungle or even Bad 
Brains), Neck is a band you must make a part of your life. 


omelet 
Pima 


USA -MikeSOS , 


HARKONEN 

HARKONEN 

WRECK-AGE RECORDS 

Unrelenting hardcore noise is what Harkonen, a 
Northwestern trio, is being billed as. Their 11-track latest 
is testimony to that claim, as this young yet very experi- 
enced group has the chops and the raw emotion to suc- 
cessfully wreak musical havoc on your ears ("Letters 
And Conversations," "Keepsake"). If you dig the 
cacophony of the underground scene, then Harkonen 
would be a welcomed addition to your collection. 


Sata te Newhere.-- 


ROD Mie ae ht ey) Mee rs 





-MikeSOS 
FURY OF FIVE 
THIS TIME IT'S PERSONAL 
VICTORY RECORDS 
These Asbury Park, NJ, boys mean business once 
again, as Fury of Five comes back at you full throttle on 
their sophomore effort, THIS TIME IT'S PERSONAL. 
This 12-track CD showcases the band's love for brutal- 
ity, both lyrically and musically. Taking their rap-metal- 
meets-thrash-hardcore influences ("Can't Escape") and 
keeping it real as real can be ("Hundred Percent Real’), 
this CD is bound to leave a trail of broken bones and blood along the way. Just 
another day at the office for Fury. : 


New this spring: 
Petra Meese ea em A irae 


Anarchy Inc. comp. - w/VooDoo Glow Skulls, 
riotgun., Damnation, the Authority, Jumbo Size, 
Hard Knocks and many more... 


Aan ayCra rieeyii! 
eV Zo is belle Cut y4 


P.O. Box 7273 Fullerton CA 92834 
PeUC Cire ce ghar ( sae 


No, it’s not 
personal 
kids... 





-MikeSOS 


MIRV 

DANCING NAKED IN A MINEFIELD 
POISON EYE RECORDS : 
San Francisco's MIRV is eclectic at best. This four- ; UCU em me ee allel Sl 


piece indie band extraordinaire mixes its metal tenden- " ee Meee er te el mm Te) 
cies with binges of Zappa-esque weirdness ("The Holy will find themselves banging their heads to the 
Boot"). Imagine Primus (a major MIRV supporter) jam- F bloody grooves rte my tats ats) thrash of M-16” 





4 ming with Cake ("ATF"), and you get a general idea of —ROCKPILE 
~ what this unpredictable, yet utterly entertaining 15-track : 

CD is all about. Not to be missed is their cover of "O Sole Mio," done with 
enough camp and pomp that it'd make Vic Damone cry. If you like your rock a 
little on the twisted side, then MIRV is worth a spin. 


“Starting to seriously float my 
boat. Good music to smoke weed 


-MikeSOS and think about killing your boss 
to. Call it “Angry Stoned” 
ray VARIOUS ARTISTS —FLIPSIDE 
VICTORY STYLE IV 
VICTORY RECORDS — pamcmnner: Be Ue) 
Ah, the mighty sounds of one of the best indie labels on ee a | 
f these shores once again grace us in the form of a 23- ~| stores who 
# band compilation. This time around, we get new ones H rh appreciate 
from Earth Crisis, Shelter, and Snapcase, as well as : posing 
7 releases from such heavyweights as Skarhead and a and most 
Hatebreed. Pick this one up to get a sample of some of ee aes ees 
the most exciting music not heard on your MTV. yesh : distributors 
-MikeSOS : : 
SHUTDOWN 
SOMETHING TO PROVE 
VICTORY RECORDS eee 
NYC's Shutdown has been labeled the future of NYHC, et ote i heiet padats 
# and judging by this four-song EP, it's easy to see why. : 132 i abth St. New York, NY 10001 


7 Taking bits and pieces of seminal hardcore bands like or visit us online at Wwiwiw.tnotherwest.com 
Agnostic Front, Leeway, and Sick Of It All ("The 
7 Judged") and adding their own distinct style to it, 
Shutdown seems poised and ready for the next level. If 
this EP is any indication, Shutdown has already proved 
themselves in spades. Check this CD out to tide you over until the full length 
arrives. 





-MikeSOS 


GREY AREA 

FANBELT ALGEBRA 

VICTORY RECORDS 

Grey Area's second release shows no sign of a sopho- 
more slump. In fact, the 12-track release is stronger, 
tighter, and downright better than the first. Grey Area 
keeps their power pop punk songwriting intact ("Hold 
On Tight," "De Heeg"), creating more catchy melodies 
on one album than most composers do in a career. 
Evoking comparisons to the Foo Fighters ("Silence") for the band's combination 
of power and melody, this latest effort of Grey Area’s is not to be missed. And, § 
as an added bonus, the NYHC vets do a cover of Stiff Little Finger's "Gotta 
Getaway." If you'd like to have your music full of integrity and intelligence and 
still have it rock, then Grey Area is the band for you. 





-MikeSOS 


KRISIUN 

CONQUERORS OF ARMAGEDDON 

CENTURY MEDIA RECORDS 

These Brazilian thrashers make Sepultura sound like 
Tito Puente. Krisiun delivers the goods on their latest, 
complete with riffs of breakneck speed ("Messiah's 
Abomination") and drumming that couldn't possibly be 
measured with a metronome ("Iron Stakes"). This 9- 
track CD is the equivalent of the Daytona 500 in every 
sense of the word. Especially for the speed-death metal freak. 





-MikeSOS 
Meee DEAD LAZLO'S PLACE a, 
DEEP AND WIDE LIVE AT CBGB'S i ‘Wearing our clothes will affect your social life’ 

BIG LIZARD RECORDS : 
California punks Dead Lazlo's Place decided to record 





a live album in the infamous club CBGB's while on their CAMD > 
last tour. Smart move, because the result is a stellar 12- I cy eS 
track live CD that not only showcases the great sound P#j zee I Cireew- Gis 

of CB's, but also brings out the best of this hook-happy, . Hollywood, CA 90038 


powerful punk quintet ("Dodgeball," "Three Sheets To 323-933-5752 
The Wind"). If you've always wondered what a good punk band would sound like 4 F Bee 
in a club where the sound is top notch, then pick this CD up. 





-MikeSOS 





“Pop slathered rock on a bed of punk served 
with a side of catchy hooks” 
- Skratch Magazine 


ee iret Raf chitt 





T-Shirt (STICK PEOPIE) visas Saint sunud 19,00 
Autographed Band Photo vases $300 
MEGADEAL! All 3 (CD, T-shirt, and Photo) 

FOE TITY DGS oc ccce tut cgi asticetemartnries ($30.00) 


Send check or money order payable to Krunk at: 
Krunk 


P.0.Box 900639 « Palmdale, CA * 93590-0639 
Please add $2.00 for shipping & handling, Allow u to 6 weeks for delivery 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


April 19 @ Club.Ugly (Dragonfly) @ 10:00pm 

April 26 @ The Viper Room @ 11:00pm 

April 29 @ Paladino (Reseda) @ 10:30pm 
aN Ae Rr Lee ci OLA Oe) aac pn 
May 4 @ The Roxy @ 10:00pm 

May 15 @ Rhino Room (0.C.) LAMA Rae 





You won't be cool by 
Wearing em. 
But; Who said you 


10 Sibesebers get a 
FREE pair of 
GOAT eyewear 

with a 6 iss 


subscription send $15 
to: Skratcheyes 


17300 17th st. sfe. 
Tustin, Ca 92780 





RELEASE PARTY 
pay Wen YT AG 


CD OUT NOW!!! 


ORDER CODENAME: ROCKY “NO TIME TO WASTE” 
SEND #10 TO CN:R © 247 £. LORETTA ORANCE CA. 92869 


FREE STICKER WITH EVERY ORDER !!! 


Gna om as nu 


AG SESSION PLINKO COM 
"JellyMumboSex “self titled" i n(-t-(alel0] daly “Better off Punk" 
ChangeVarial" Emo Pop Punk ! || Catchy Pop Punk || Limp = Midtown 
Fast Melodic Influenced by with Candy New Found Glory 
Catchy Punk! | Get Up Kids Coated Melodies || Allister - Link 80 
Influenced by and mmm good ! Plinko - Logik 
Descendents Slick Shoes CD $ 9 ppd AG Session 
and Blink 182 CD $ 9 ppd Slick Shoes 
CD $ 9 ppd | Siti ok CD Compilation | Nevergonnascore 
SCRE AS iad Se te ee Tae) 2) 


DOWNKOADS a all hands al Big meats Workchop/ Atom 


(Tole] fel} 
WYNN tata ISS ©) tga een Ce en rarset 


(under search type band name) Phoenix, Az 85017 


EDROCK SPLASH 
Rinne tan conus GAKAE 


i y 7 #705 W.Holt d CA 
r eS i 2 ne 
gm INVADERS FROM THE PLANET KEMU" 













i |] 
bit >| ANGRY BADGERS 


7ée ORR 
(PAM EOE: 


| Hear them on the Sept. 
2 SKRATCH COMP. 


sICKSHIFT.COM 


eye} ye) ge tS 
* premiere C.D. out in december 
: visit 
’ http:/(www.decepticans.com 


_. for song samples } 
aes ow dates NO 
1 gst ! HOLDING 


BACK 


CD Available on Medical Records 













Upcoming Performances: 


4/22 Cobalt Cafe w/For Pete's Sake & The Under Achievers 
5/06 Chain Reaction w/Codename:Rocky & Filmore 

5/26 Fullerton w/Codename:Rocky, 
5/27 Kona Lanes (multi-band show) 








For more info, visit: 


Www.RoutineRiot.comi ¥ 









Medical Records P.O. Box 4981 Irvine CA 92616 y 
www.MedicalRecords1.com RplRer nye! 
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Get YouR Tatroo 
SR PIERCING STUDi5 
IN) SkRATCLy 





“Berore OUR RATES 
Goup/(] 
KS. S 
3x... SUS ‘“é 
6x .... $40 yee 


7 54. ee 


112-A N. BRADFORD AVE. 
PLACENTIA, CA 92670 
(714) 579-7765 





REDLANDS 793-3616 


a= oe 


Ce a 
we. 





Si ein ekki ts sal Ml ath iy ati stad = Meet ae is a 





Bee Ges i ey 


Pitas Me Ee ek i ie | 


714-374-4948 


20387 Beach Boulevard - Huntington Beach, CA 92648 
EO 


Pa eel 019, 





SALON ADELANTE 


Rohs ee eo Cate kOe 


; @ Michelle Rouset ® 


3606 E. Chapman Avenue 
Orange, CA 92869 714.997.5115 


As 





studios/ 


rehearsal , 





HOLLOWAY PRODUCTIONS 
(562) 941-5949, 9 large 
rooms from 500-900 sq. ft. 
Affordable hourly rates $8- 
$10/hr., $13 full set-up. 9541 
Sante Fe Springs rd., Sante 
Fe Springs 


LIL’. ROCK STUDIOS (310) 
762-2524 Affordable rates 
$8-$12/hr. 20411 S. Susana 
Rd., Suite E-G, Long Beach 


L.P. SOUND (818) 763-8289 
24-track recording, master- 
ing. cartage. 10429 Burbank 
blvd., North Hollywood. 
Also check out www.lpre- 
cords. com. 


YO! STUDIO REHEARSAL 
AND RECORDING 4 
Acoustically designed 
rooms, full PA systems and 
monitors, Equipment rental 
and storage. Call for hourly 
rates (818) 753-9033, 11121 
Weddington St., N. 
Hollywood 


DESERT MOON 
RECORDING STUDIO 24- 
track 2” Analog, 40 track 
Digital (ADAT), 100 chan- 
nels, moving fader automa- 
tion, etc. Record in a profes- 
sional atmosphere. call 
(714) 563-1803. Mention 
SKRATCH magazine. 


PARAMOUNT RECORDING 
Cd mastering/editing. 24- 
track, 48 track, ADAT stu- 
dios. Neve, SSL, Studer 
$30-$75 hr. (323) 465-4000 


BIG FOOT STUDIOS (510) 
656-8729. Truly a profes- 
sional sounding recording at 
a price you can afford. 
Complete 40 track digital 
facility, Record label con- 
nections, rates from $30/nr. 


FRANCISCO STUDIOS 
(213) 589-7028 Hourly, 
Monthly, recording. 104 
rooms, 24-hr access. Drum 
lessons available. Less than 
3 miles from 5, 10, and 101 
freeways 


UPTOWN WHITTIER 
HOLLOWAY PRODUC- 
TIONS Fully equipped stu- 
dios, guitar amps, bass rigs, 
drums (562) 693-2210 


services 
Re ee ee / 


Tsehaanl ion ne Os Ne E 
REHEARSALS/RECORDS- 
5 fully Equipped Rehearsal 
studios from $10 to $13/Hr. 
32 track digital recording 
studio. Live demos $100. 
C.D. Mastering facility and 
Indie record labellocated in 
Santa Fe Springs. Call (562) 
464-9456 or www.truonere- 
cords.com 


Attention bands! Need 
Exposure? Have your songs 
played on FM = radio. 
Reasonable rates. Call 
David. (323) 462-5205 


A'S PRINTING 


800-300-4515 
Full cd packages! 


1000 cd packages 
$1548. Call fora 
free catalog 





SELL YOUR BAND'S 
MUSIC! If your band has 
pressed a CD, 7” or cas- 
sette, you can sell it on the 
internet at the net's largest 
punk music store. We are 
looking for smaller local 
bands only. Come to: 
: t 

for all the details and you 
could be selling your music 
next week. 


CD'S 2-49 $4.50 ea. 50-99 
$4.00 ea. 100+ $3.50 ea 
Zoo Dog 323 653 9330 


AUDIO CASSETTE duplica- 
tion Co. New lower prices! 
Cd copies $5.95 each 4 
color printing available 
(818) 762-2232 www.acde- 
cdr.com 


A'S PRINTING 800-300- 
4515 Full cd packages! 
1000 cd packages $1548. 
Call for a free catalog. 


services 
Seas ee / 


PUNK WITH A_ LAW 
DEGREE Attn: Indie 
Labels/Bands ‘need help 
with copyrights, trademarks, 
publishing contracts, record- 
ing contracts,  etc...?? 
Affordalbe rates, within your 
budget!!! Over 4 years 
experience. Call (562) 436- 
9376 and ask for Hector. 


PRODUCTION COMPANY 
SEEKS TALENT- 
Professional producer/engi- 
neer record a demo starting 
from around $1,700 send 
tape to: Jason (818) 883- 
1838 22702 Burbank Blvd. 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 


LOCKOUTS IN _ HOLLY- 
WOOD A/C, 24 hour securi- 
ty and parking. Lowest 
rates. (323) 467-5114 


MR. TOADS in downtown 
San Francisco. Complete 
one stop shopping for the 
working musician. CD repli- 
cation, Graphics, Recording 
& Mastering. 500 CD’s 
$1160/1000 CD's $1380. 
(415) 777-5552 


LENNON REHEARSAL 
Equipment Rentals & Sales. 
Music Accessories, Hourly/ 
Storage, Showcase Room, 
Pre-Production. 
(415) 575-3636 e-mail 
clennonnow @aol.com 
www.lennonstudios.com 


DELIVERY DRIVERS 
NEEDED! Skratch is seek- 
ing drivers for monthly dis- 
tro. Send all inquiries and 
info to scottskratch @earth- 
link.net. 


musicians 


wanted , 
Se” 
IGNITE- auditioning gui- 
tarists for upcoming US/ 
CANADA/EUROPE/JAPAN 
Tours. Very serious inquiries 
only. 714.960.7989 or email 
igniteguitar @merch.com. 





EARLY PUNK INFLU- 
ENCED BAND seeks gui- 
tarist (909) 653-0183 


key|CIlassiticAs 


Studios/ 


Rehearsal 





SOUND ARENA STUDIOS 
(818) 609-9972. Seven fully 
equiped rehearsal studios; 
various room sizes, includ- 
ing large showcase room, 
rates from $11.50 - 
$15/hour. All studios con- 
tain a complete backline 
(drums, cymbals, guitar 
amps, full PA system, mics, 
cords and stands) 


RHL REHEARSAL 55 
Studios in Redwood City, 33 
Studios in Freemont from 
150 to 850 square feet, 
Private monthly Studios, 
from $150 - $450 per 
Month, On site manage- 
ment, 24 hour security, 
Studios on ground floor, 
Easy Equipment Loading, 
Easy access from Highway 
680 and 880 in Freemont 
and Highway 101 in 
Redwood City (510) 713- 
7823. Call today! 


OLDE WEST (415) 647- 
7100 or (800) 739-3000 CD 
Packages, Raw CD's, CD- 
ROM, Real-time cassettes, 
Blank Cassettes, Mastering 
& Digital Editing, Now fea- 
turing Sonic Solutions, 
Quick turn on CD-R’s, 
Complete Graphic Design & 
Printing Services, Design 
from concept to completion 
for CD’s, cassettes, LP's, 
posters, Bo. San 
Franciscos Source’ For 
Audio Duplication. We spe- 
cialize in Independent 
Record Labels. 


MUSIC VIDEOS Special 
effects, Expose yourself. We 
enhance your video with 
special effects to fit your 
indie needs.Get more gigs 
get more cash get more 
exposure. Call Ron @ 818- 
819-7961. 


QUANTUM SOUND 
STUDIOS Rehearsal & 
Recording 24 hour lockouts, 
Starting at $145. Hourly & 
Daily Rentals. As low as 
$5’hr or $25. / All day. Music 
Accessories Camera 
Security, A/C, 160 East 3rd 
St. Pomona, CA (909) 629- 
6140 





Studios/ 


Services 
NSE EE 





SOUND SOURCE 24 Track 
Dirisinig.= ort a: al 
Recording/Production 5 
songs as low as $100. 


Digital Editing/Mastering. 
CD One-Offs. Call Now!! 
(714) 848-9446 


www.soundsource.org 
SOUND MATRIX STUDIOS 
Rehearsal/Recording (714) 
437-9585. 


RUNWAY PRODUCTIONS 


“One Stop” Recording 
Source. State of the Art 32 
Track Digital Recording 


Studio and Audio-Post. 
MIDI Production, CD dupli- 
cation, 24 track ADAT XT. 
Call (949) 955-3610 Fax: 
(949) 553-1749. 4320 
Campus Dr. #190, Newport 
Beach 


Artists do you need a 
recording 
(714)517-7667 


Place your 
classified ad. 


Call 
714 543-1414! 


contract? 





services 
SESE CRSA Te 7 






FRANCISCO REHEARSAL 
& RECORDING STUDIOS 
(213) 589-7028. 104 
Rooms, including seven 
recording suites. 24/7 


SIENNA DIGITAL CD 
Packages, State of the Art 
Master. pkges start at $150. 
Free label film. 1,000 CD's 
$999, 500 CD’s, $749, 25 
CD’s $149, 10 CD's $69.: 
Includes jewel box & label 
(650) 344-0456. 


DEWTONE PRODUCTIONS 
Learn to make music on 
your computer!! Private 
Instruction. Digital 
Recording,Sampling 
Techniques, Midi sequenc- 
ing, flexible rates (510) 653- 
1241 











Production Company 
Seeks Talent 


Professional Producer / Engineer 
Record a demo starting from 
around $1,700 
send tape to: 

Jason 
818.883.1838 
22702 Burbank Blvd. 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 


"HEAVYWEIGHT" 
100% COTTON T-SHIRTS FOR 


$22 


(Shirt plus one color imprint) 


74 378-055 


LSASE to p.0. box 7499 


laguna niguel, ca 92607 


Bee Sostted of Octhge 


Car Alarm - Car Stereo - pager - Window Tinting - Cellular Phones 
Sale - Custom Installation - Service 


432 N. Tustin, #A 
Orange, California 92867 
between Chapman & Katella 


(714) 744-0223 
Fax: (714) 744-2520 


Full Webhosting Services 
starting at $3.95 a month! 


http://www.parcomweb.com 
LEG ea 


FullDomain 
Unlimited Email & Unlimited Bandwidth 
Microsoft® FrontPage® 2000 Server Extensions 


MENTION THIS AD & GET A FREE MONTH 
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1855 Haight Street + San Francisco, CA 94117 + 415/831-1200 
Fax: Berk 510/549-1307 * SF 415/831-3585 * www.amoebamusic.com 


Mastering Cs as low as $3.25. 
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Delivery Drivers | | 30¢D Demo Package Only $150 
needed All Inclusive, No Setup Charges. 24-48 hour Service avalloble. 
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50 CD Deme Pachage Only $225 
100 CD Deme Package Only $423 
200 CD Deme Package Only 3795 
BOO CD Deme Package Oniy $985 
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call 714 543-1414. 
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PUNK & UNUSUAL SHIRTS & STUFF 


email rawktees@aol.com 


Rebekah A. Whaley-King 


Listen. Buy. Download songs. Get Information. See cool Dogs. 










HUSKING BEE "Sun and Moon" 4-song double 7" vinyl/CD digi-pack version. 
Punk Planet says “Mmmm...power pop. Husking Bee play in earnest, vocals straining but staying melodic, guitars thick and drums loud. It reminds me 
a lot of Snuff and sounds very good...Like Snuff, the songs are poppy, but keep a melancholy feel to them...avoiding the goofines that so many pop punk 
bands suffer from. This is good. “ 

MOODS FOR MODERNS "2 Tacks Left" 3-song 12"/CDep 

This band includes ex members of EMPIRE STATE GAMES and KING FOR A DAY and current members of KOUFAX. They make great pop songs in 
the tradition of CHISEL and SLOAN. This record includes three songs recently recorded and we can expect a full album come fall. 
LAZYCAIN “July to October" 7-song 12"/MCD 

Though LAZYCAIN are no more, they have certainly become one of the best bands that not many people have heard. It's a shame too, because the band 
writes songs that are at once angular and obrtrusive while being painfully melodic. Includes the last stuff the band recorded with J. Robbins. Look for 
the members now in RIVER CITY HIGH and J. RAWLS. 

AS FRIENDS RUST "Fists of Time" U.S. Version. 12"/MCD. 2 extra tracks. 

This record includes the 5 songs from the Gainesville, FL band originally released on the Good Life Records version of "The Fists of Time, their first 
release. After a great debut for Doghouse a few months ago, we are now releasing this record to replace the Good Life version which will go out of press. 
The Doghouse version includes one song from the split with DISCOUNT on Good Life as well as a cover version of CIRCLE JERKS "Operation" that 
was included on the European version of the last record. Expect a full album from this band in late 2000 

Out Next: 1) METROSCHIFTER “Encapsulated” double LP/CD. Songs written by METRSCHIFTER and performed by GET UP KIDS, PROMISE RING, 
REFUSED, BURNING AIRLINES, ELLIOT, and more. 2) RIVER CITY HIGH new 5-song 10"/MCD. 3) COACH 5-song 10"/MCD. 

















Mailorder Prices: 

Moods 12”-$4. Husking Bee 2x7”-$5. Lazycain/As Friends Rust 12”-$7. 
CDep’s-$6. MCD-$8. Check site for shipping info. 

Check out website for more stuff or to request catalog. 

Address: P.O. Box 8946 Toledo, OH 43623 USA. 


Distributed by Lumberjack. Stores’ call (419)726-3930. 










Digital distribution via: 
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www.emusic.com 
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New on Burning Tree Records: 


ER mys Fae a ST Mies mcr gels 


mas 4821 Lankershim Blvd. Unit F 
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self titled, “debut album Neel eM est 


All CD‘s $10 pp or order online @ www.burningtreerecords.com 
Visa/Mastercard/check exepted email:burningtree@thegrid.net 
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NEW & UPCOMING RELEASES: 


Osker "Treatment 5" - out now 

Zeke "Dirty Sanchez" - out now 

Millencolin “Pennybridge Pioneers" - out now 
The Dwarves "Come Clean” - out now 

The Beatsteaks "Launched" - out now 

Vision "Watching The World Burn" - out now 
NAW Tema Ce meet [eM As) 
The Distillers "S/T" - 4/25 

International Noise Conspiracy "Survival Sickness” - 5/9 
The Slackers "Live At Ernesto's" -5/9 
Dropkick Murphys “Early Years" - 5/23 

98 Mute “Slow Motion Riot" - 6/6 

Buju Banton "Unchained Spirit" 6/6 

ALL "Problematic" - 6/6 

NOFX "Pump Up The Valuum” - 6/13 

Punk O Rama 5 - 6/13 

Madball "Hold It Down" - 6/20 

No Fun At All "State Of The Flow" - 7/11 
Union 13 "You Betrayal and the..." -7/25 
Rancid - 8/1 


} 3 oe i PRG . oy a PN COM ie meme C MMe mice) 
$ AT Id.c Hepcat, Voodoo Glow Skulls, & Midget Handjob. 


UPCOMING SHOWS: 


4/5 H20 & the Distillers at THE GLASS HOUSE in Pomona w/ Anti Flag 4/15 Agnostic Front at the SHOWCASE THEATRE in Corona 
4/6 H20 & the Distillers at the TROUBADOUR w/ Anti Flag w/ Anti-Heroes, One Man Army, & Shutdown 
4/7 the Dwarves at the TROUBADOUR in Los Angeles 4/16 Agnostic Front at the WHISKY A GO GO in West Hollywood 
4/7 H20 & the Distillers at CANES BAR & GRILL w/ Anti-Heroes, One Man Army, & Shutdown 
TSUN ORAL ele) 4/29 Slackers at the WHISKY A GO GO in West Hollywood 
4/8 US Bombs & F-Minus at the TIKI BAR in Costa Mesa 6/09 Dropkick Murphy's, Bouncing Souls, the Dwarves, & the Distillers 
(OAM) OM VM UM Ss em eel eo) 1) at the PALACE in Hollywood 
4/9 US Bombs & F-Minus at The ROXY in Los Angeles w/ Damnation 6/28 NOFX & Millencolin (on the Van's Warped Tour) 
4/10 US Bombs at JERRYS PIZZA in Bakersfield w/ Damnation at the Coors Ampitheatre Lot in San Diego 
TAR OMe lee OA SM mCi ARTO PLC Se COMMU aT lee 6/29 & 6/30 NOFX & Millencolin (on the Van's Warped Tour) 
the Worthless & Damnation. at the Arrowhead Pond Lot in Los Angeles 





